
   Middlestown Primary Academy: October 2018 

It has been a long and very busy 

half term!  The children have 

settled into their learning where they have experienced Multicul-

tural week and got ready for the Harvest celebrations.  Years 1, 2, 5 

and 6 presented an assembly to their parents and grandparents.  

Years 3 and 4 and FS assemblies will take place after Christmas.  We 

have lots of exciting things planned for Autumn 2 with the build up 

to Christmas and the children will be learning their parts for their 

Christmas productions.  We look forward to seeing you at Parents 

Evening, in the second week back, where teachers will share cur-

rent progress and targets.  We hope you have a lovely half term 

break! 

 September   October 

 LF - Ava Wilkinson  LF - Blake Morley Ward 

 UF - Toby Pickersgill  UF - Edward McGrath 

 Y1 - Lucy Verity-Melling Y1 - William Siddll 

 Y2 - Phoebe Wilby  Y2 - Fabian Nicholson 

 Y3 - Lauren Morley  Y3 -  Neveah Myers 

 Y4 - Evelyn Hardcastle  Y4 - Niamh Gombocz 

 Y5 - Maia Rawson  Y5 - Charlie Porter 

 Y6 - Gene O’Donoghue  Y6 - Molly Jessop 

Our an-

nual 

Rainbow 

Day in 

the Foun-

dation Unit was once again a huge 

success, primarily down to the sup-

port and generosity of the parents. 

The Foundation staff cannot thank 

you enough for your donations, a 

total of £688 was raised which will 

be spent on equipment and re-

sources in the unit.  

Congratulations 

to Joe Gombocz 

and Kelly Wilmott on becoming Head Boy and Girl 

for this academic year. We know they will do a won-

derful job representing our school! 

The FOMS team recently held 

their first Fancy Dress Swap Shop 

in school. Thank you for all your donations—this first event raised £18. 

As you can see below, we had a good selection of outfits, but we antici-

pate that this will be a slow burner as more and more of you donate 

your unwanted costumes, and we hold more and more events! 

If your child is on packed lunches but would 

like to enjoy a Roast Dinner at school every 

Wednesday, please contact the office to put their 

name down. Lunches are £2.10 a day and are 

cooked freshly on the 

premises. The Year 3 par-

ents that came in this week 

will vouch for how tasty 

they are! 



Foundation The Foundation Unit have had a fantastic start to the year! The children have all 

shown great enthusiasm for our space topic and loved learning about the different planets, rockets and 

possible alien lifeforms! They have made space rockets in the role play area with felt tips and big card-

board boxes. They have constructed rocket shapes in the outdoor area with natural materials. The chil-

dren have used a range of different media to create different planets – both 2D and 3D. The children 

have particularly enjoyed all our Space themed stories and doing mark-making and writing connected 

to them. The new children to Foundation have settled so well into the unit. The staff are all so super 

proud of them. They are sitting beautifully on the carpet and joining in with all the routines.  

Next half term Foundation will be continuing with the Space topic as the children are enjoying it so 

much. The children will also be learning about a variety of festivals, remembrance day and celebrations 

such as Diwali, Bonfire Night and Christmas. 

Years 1 & 2 This half term the children have learning about ‘Ourselves’ which has included 

reading stories about friendship.  In Art, the children have enjoyed looking at self-portraits by Picasso 

and Van Gogh and their work is to be displayed around school.   

Thank you to all the parents who came to the KS1 assembly and to the Harvest celebrations.  We hope 

you enjoyed listening to what the children have been learning about. 

Our next topic will be ‘Puppets and Plays’ and the children will be reading plays and traditional tales in 

Literacy.  In DT, they will be designing and making their own puppets using textiles and sewing tech-

niques.  To conclude this topic they will then be visiting Halifax to watch the Snow White pantomime 

with the rest of the school.  Y2 will be learning multiplication next half term so it would be really helpful 

if they could practise counting in 2s, 3s, 4s, 5s and 10s at home. 

Year 2 would like to welcome Miss Warren who is a final year student teacher from Leeds and Year 1 

will be joined by Miss Bhalla, a PGCE student from Huddersfield University. 

Years 3 & 4 This half term Years 3 and 4 have been learning about the Stone Age, Bronze Age 

and Iron Age. They have learnt about what homes were like in the Stone Age and how they differ from 

our own. They also went on a school trip to Leeds Discovery Centre and the Royal Armouries. (pics at 

the bottom) 

In PE the children have been working with Wakefield Trinity Rugby Club and have really enjoyed their 

sessions with Josh. (pics at bottom of document).  

Year 4 took part in a Cross Country Festival with Years 5 and 6 and came 3rd overall. 

Year 4 also took part in a Touch Rugby festival and came 3rd!  

Next half term we will continue to learn about the Bronze Age and Iron Age.  

In Science, Year 3 will be learning about Animals and humans. Year 4 will be learning about electricity 

and how to make circuits. 

In Literacy, Year 3 and 4 will be reading the spooky story ‘The Demon Headmaster’.  



Years 5 & 6 This half term Year 5 and 6 have been studying the ancient Maya Civilisation and reading ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ 

by Michael Morpurgo. Using this book as inspiration, both classes have produced balanced arguments, information leaflets and posters, a 

character analysis on Kensuke and a setting description. In Art, based upon a variety of Mayan gods the children designed their own Ma-

yan masks. In Science, Year 6 have been learning about electrical circuits, creating their own circuit designs, testing different components 

and observing what effect this has on the circuit. They have also produced electrical safety posters advising children (and adults) how to 

stay safe when using electricity.  

Year 5 have been studying Earth and Space, looking at how the Sun, Moon and Earth interact with each other and the different character-

istics of each these entities.  

The Year 5/6 class assembly was a great success with parents learning about the different work that the two classes had produced about 

the Mayans. Some parents may have left with a bit of a spicy taste in their mouths! Year 5 and 6 have also participated in the pyramid 

cross country (winning a silver medal) and Year 5 took part in the pyramid football festival. 

Year 5 have also taken part in an Edgeland Art project led by a professional artist. This entailed visiting the National Coal Mining Museum 

and creating pieces of artwork from items found on the floor around the museum. The Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed this experience and are 

going to share their work with parents and the rest of the school next half term.  

In Autumn 2 term, Year 5 and 6 will be reading the David Swindell novel, ‘Room 13’ and producing a variety of writing based around the 

‘horror’ genre. The children will also work on the design of a collage based on Room 13. They will also be producing a class set of stamps 

and paintings commemorating one hundred years since the end of the First World War. Over the course of the half term, the children  

will be asked to create, as part of a competition, their own Mayan temple using any medium of their choosing so let the creative ideas 

flow! 

Year 5 and 6 will also be hoping to visit the Chocolate Story in York which explores the history of chocolate through the ages.  

The winner this half term is... 

 

December 

Mon 3rd  Y6 Bikeability Training this week; 

Weds 5th 2.00pm: UF and KS1 Christmas Performance; 

Thurs 6th 9.30am: UF and KS1 Christmas Performance; 

Fri 7th  3.30pm: Christmas Film Night; 

Weds 12th  2.00pm & 6.00pm: KS2 Christmas Performances; 

Fri 14th   Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children; 

Tues 18th  School Christmas Lunch; 

Weds 19th  9.30am Foundation Christmas Performance; 

Weds 19th  6.00pm Christmas Carol Service at St Lukes Church; 

Thurs 20th  Last Day of Term; 

Thurs 20th  2.30pm Snow White pantomime in Halifax (Y1-6); 

Fri 21st   INSET day—school closed to children. 

 

January  

Mon 7th  Return to school; 

November 

Thursday 8th  Kinetic Theatre Performance in School for Years 1-6; 

Fri 9th  Non-uniform day for Xmas Fayre donations; 

Tues 13th  3.00 - 5.00pm: Parent’s Evening; 

Weds 14th 5.00 - 7.00pm: Parent’s Evening; 

Thurs 15th  3.30pm: FOMS meeting  ; 

Fri 16th  Children in Need including a cake sale; 

Mon 19th National Baking Week this week; 

Tues 20th 9.00am: Coffee, Cookies and Conversation; 

Fri 23rd   3.00pm: Coffee and cakes for parents with a baking competition; 

Weds 28th 2.45pm: Samba assembly (Y5); 

Thurs 29th  3.30pm: Christmas Fayre. Lights switch on at 5.45pm; 

School Council 

have held their elections and the new school council-

lors are in place and have held their first meetings. 

What an enthusiastic bunch they are! Mrs Sholi sees 

some exciting times ahead for school council as they 

have great ideas and a passion to be true representa-

tives of pupil voice. The first fundraising event will be 

Children in Need on Friday 16th November.  

If your child would like a shot at being the next Ringo Starr, then you’ll be 

pleased to hear that the drumming tutor from Wakefield Music Services has 

places available on his Friday afternoon session 

that take place here within school. Lessons cost 

£65.00 per term which are invoiced by school.  

If your child is in Years 3-6 and would like a trial 

lesson to assess their suitability please contact 

school to arrange this.  



School Gallery 

 

 
Right: The children enjoying the African 

Drumming Lessons during Multi-cultural 

week; Below left and bottom  left: Leeds 

Discovery Centre; Below Middles and 

Bottom right: Foundation Rainbow Day; 

Below right: Y5 Edgelands Art project at 

the NCM. 

Above, left and below: 

Our afternoon tea 

picnic to celebrate the 

Royal Wedding. Above left: Foundation making an autumnal maze; Top right: Foundation 

children imitating Handa during Multi-cultural week. 


