
   Middlestown Primary Academy: October 2017 

What a busy half term it has been and yet there is so much more to look forward to 

next half term! Autumn 2 is my favourite half term especially now that I just get to 

enjoy all the Christmas productions and yet don’t have the hard work that goes with it. What is it they say? Never work with 

children and animals! Thank you for your support with our charitable work. It is something that all the children enjoy doing 

and it is great that they (and you) are so keen to think of others less fortunate than themselves. Let’s hope that we do in-

deed have lots of purple crocus in the spring and that they do actually grow!  

We had our first parent drop in last Tuesday and as a result of a conversation there, we have revamped the Breakfast Club. 

We love to hear your views and sometimes, it’s the small things can make a huge difference.   

Enjoy the holidays and hopefully some quality family time, and see you back at school on Monday October 30th. 

Thank you to all the Foundation Parents for 

helping us raise £691.00 in sponsorship money 

for the Rainbow Foundation Fund. The money 

will be going towards a new sandpit and other 

fabulous pieces of equipment for the Founda-

tion Unit. 

The children very much enjoyed 

planting crocus bulbs in the last week 

of term. The aim is to raise awareness of Polio and 

funds raised will go to-

wards the hopeful eradica-

tion of the  disease. Ossett 

Rotary Club provided 

school with 700 bulbs, so 

come Spring time our 

school grounds will be 

awash with purple crocus’. 

Thank you to all that do-

nated 50p for the cause. 

We raised £54.00. 

 

 

As you will probably be aware, we now have Twitter accounts for the Whole School 

and each of the individual classes. These accounts are private with the highest secu-

rity settings, and give you a great opportunity to see what your child is doing in class 

hot off the press! Request to follow us to get in on the action! 

@MPA_LFS  @MPA_UPFS @MPA_Yr1                  

@MPA_Yr2  @MPA_Yr3  @MPA_Yr4  

@MPA_Yr5  @MPA_Yr6  

@MPA_WholeSchool 

 

 

Starting from Monday 30th October Breakfast Club will now start at 7.30am.  

We’ve devised a new timetable of activities and more options of hot food . 

As this comes at an extra cost, both in terms of staffing and supply of food 

and games, etc. the cost will rise from £3.00 to £5.00. This will be a flat fee 

regardless of how long your child attends. 

We are also working towards being able to book Breakfast Club on ScoPay as 

at the moment you can pay only. In the meantime, you can request order 

forms from the Office which can be sent home with your child. 

Watch this space on After School Club! We are working hard to put this in 

place at some point after Christmas. 

 

A resident has raised a concern that many parents leave their engines 

running whilst waiting to drop off or pick up their children. Please 

consider the impact that this has on the environment, and turn your 

engines off.  



Foundation This half term the children have looked at seasons and the weather. The children enjoyed using the 

weather station and looking at the different types of clothing to match each season. Upper Foundation have focused on 

learning to write CVC (consonant, vowel, consonant) words and counting/recognising numbers to 20. Lower Foundation 

have looked at a book a week including The Tiger Who Came To Tea and Jack and the Flum Flum Tree.  

During Rainbow Day the children completed an obstacle course, made rainbow window hangers, went on a rainbow hunt 

and dressed in various colours of the rainbow! We would like to say a huge thank you to all who sponsored the children and 

we raised a massive £670 which we have used to purchase new equipment for Foundation.  

Foundation will be looking at traditional tales next half term and it would be great if you could read some of these with your 

child at home. We will also be looking at light and dark linking this to the festivals over the half term. Upper Foundation will 

be going on an exciting trip to Eureka.  

Years 1 & 2 Year 1 and Year 2 have been learning about the local area and took  a walk into Coxley woods.  

When they returned to school they used the blackberries they had picked to make a blackberry and apple crumble. Deli-

cious! They also had a walk around the village to find what Middlestown has to offer compared with a city. These walks were 

linked to their Literacy work on Autumn as they read the books Leaf Man, Stickman, Percy the Park Keeper and Owl Babies. 

Their non-fiction Literacy work centred around ‘Cleaning up Coxley’. 

During Multicultural Week the children enjoyed taking part in a workshop by the Mighty Zulu Nation Company, making Chi-

nese lanterns, learning French songs and tasting Scottish shortbread.   

Year 1 have had a student teacher, Miss Trowsdale. She has been working alongside Mrs Ashcroft who has been mentoring 

her throughout her teaching practise and will eventually see her teaching most of the timetable towards the end of the 

term.  

Next half term Year 1 and Year 2 will be learning about The Great Fire of London and the event that led up to the fire. English 

will focus on the diary of Samuel Pepys and some stories set in London eg The Queen’s Hat. In Science the children will be 

exploring materials and of course, will be covering the topic of Christmas, learning Christmas songs and then taking on roles 

in the Christmas production.   

Years 3 & 4 This half term, Year 3 and 4 have really enjoyed learning about Ancient Egypt. On their trip to 

Bagshaw Museum, the children learnt about mummification and had a chance to be apprentice embalmers (unfortunately 

not with a real body!) They learnt about the uses of the canopic jars and wrote their names in hieroglyphs as well. Year 4 

looked at the geography and resources of Egypt and why it became such an important civilization. They wrote their own 

leaflets encouraging people to go there on holiday and thought about the difference between modern and ancient Egypt. 

In Literacy, both classes read ‘Flat Stanley and the Great Egyptian Grave Robber’. Year 3 produced some super writing, in-

cluding some descriptions and diary entries of Stanley’s time in Egypt and Year 4 wrote character descriptions, diaries and 

newspaper reports. 

Next half term the Science topic will be Electricity and the children will be continuing with their Ancient Egypt topic. They 

will write their own hieroglyphic cartouches and of course be displaying the pyramids that they have been working on at 

home. Remember that the deadline for children bringing in their homemade pyramids is Friday 3rd November. There will be 

a prize for first, second and third place.  

Sporting-wise, Year 4 had a fantastic time at the Touch Rugby Festival at Horbury Academy and came 2nd. Thank you to eve-

ryone who came and supported. Next half term Year 3 will be taking part in a Benchball festival at Horbury Academy.  



Years 5 & 6 In Literacy this half term, Year 5 and 6 have read the book ‘The London Eye Mystery’ by Siobhan 

Dowd. They have produced letters, police reports, character descriptions and a tourist leaflet on London. Year 5 also rede-

signed the books front cover in Art.  

In Maths and Science the children worked on their problem solving skills, using the four operations as well as completing 

weekly arithmetic questions. Year 5 learnt about different materials and their properties by conducting experiments involv-

ing dissolving and separating materials, and Year 6 had fun with circuits and testing different conductors of electricity.  

Sporting-wise, Year 5 came 1st in the Football tournament at the Horbury festival so a huge well done to them! Next term 

Year 6 will represent the school in Horbury Academy’s Netball festival. 

Half of Year 6 have successfully completed Level 2 Bikeability and the other half will be completing it after half term, along 

with Year 5 who will be completing Level 1. 

Next half term, Year 5 and 6 are going to be reading about the exploits of Beowulf in Literacy. They will be writing a news-

paper report on a main event that happens in the book and also writing a diary. Both classes will also be illustrating parts of 

the Beowulf legend using ink and pastels, as part of Art. In History, the children will also be learning about the Anglo-Saxons 

and their way of life. 

December 

Thur 7th:  Christmas Fayre 3.30-6.00pm 
Mon 11th: Foundation Christmas Concert 9.30am 
Tues 12th: UF trip to Eureka 
Weds 13th: Christmas Productiuon KS2 2.00pm 
Weds 13th: Christmas Procduction KS2 6.00pm 
Thurs 14th: Year 5 Christmas Party at NCM 
Fri 15th:  Christmas Jumper Day 
Tues 19th: Aladdin pantomime at Victoria Theatre Halifax 
Thurs 21st: Christmas Carol Service at St Lukes 6.00pm 
Thurs 21st: Break up for Christmas Holidays 
Fri 22nd: INSET DAY (staff only)  
 
 

January 

Mon 8th:  Back to school for Spring Term 
Mon 17th: Young Voices Concert - Sheffield Arena 
Fri 19th:  Year 5 & 6 trip to Yorvik Centre 

October 
Mon 30th:   Back to school 
Tues 31st:   Year 5 Bikeability Level 1 

 
November 
Weds 1st:   Twitter Drop-in session 3.20-5.00pm; 

Thurs 2nd:   FOMS Halloween Disco  U/F & KS1: 3.30-4.30pm  

      KS2: 4.45-6.00pm; 

Fri 2nd:    Non-uniform Day in exchange for Christmas Fayre items; 

Tues 7th:  Parent’s Evening 3.00-5.00pm; 

Weds 8th:   Kinetic Theatre in-school production—Down to Earth; 

Weds 8th:   Parent’s Evening 5.00-7.00pm; 

Fri 10th:   Dedication of Stained Glass Window: 9.30am (details to 

   follow); 

Thurs 16th:  Year 6 Bikeability Level 2; 

Fri 17th:   Year 6 Bikeability Level 2; 

Fri 17th:   Children in Need; 

Mon 20th-Fri 23rd: Book Fayre Week; 

Weds 22nd:  Parent Partnership Meeting on Maths 6.00pm; 

September   October 

L/F Daniela Obama  Isabelle Barlow 

U/F Corabella Beaumont Lucy Verity-Melling 

Year 1 Phoebe Wilby  Martha Potts 

Year 2 Seren Rodriguez  Samuel Mackintosh 

Year 3 Albi Rodriguez  Jack Rollin 

Year 4 Charlie Porter  Maia Rawson 

Year 5 Will Firth  Joe Gombocz 

Year 6 Mia Barton  Amber Beaumont 

As you will be aware, we have recently introduced an new 

initiative to reward children and their classes for their 

good attendance. Good levels of attendance at school are 

really important.  If children do not attend school regular-

ly they may not be able to keep up with their school work, 

and during a busy school day it is difficult for schools to 

find the extra time to help a child catch up.   

Every lesson really does matter.  If a child misses just one week from school eve-

ry term, which is approximately half a day per fortnight, by the time they leave 

school they will have missed the equivalent of an entire academic year’s school-

ing.  

Well done to Year 1 for winning for this half term!  



School Gallery 

Above (left): Parents enjoying our first Coffee, Cookies and Conversation session with 

the Senior Leaders. 

Above: Year 3 enjoying Hockey in PE; Right: Snack time during Foundation’s Rainbow 

Week 

Top left:  Year 3 practicing the art of Embalming at Bagshaw Museum; Top right: The Mighty Zulu Nation Theatre Company entertaining the children 

during Multicultural Week and the Teachers getting involved too (below left)! 


