
   Middlestown Primary Academy: December 2017 

What a brilliant half term we have had, with many opportunities for 

you to join us in school. I am sure, like me, you enjoyed the Christ-

mas productions. I was so impressed by the huge array of talent on show!  

Thank you for supporting our Christmas Fayre where we made £1600.00 and also for your generos-

ity in donating to our fundraising events as mentioned below.  

It just leaves me to say, have a lovely Christmas and a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year! 

November   December 

LF: Noah Pearson  LF: Gracie Blezzard 

UF: Jacob Herbert  UF: Oscar Firth 

Y1: Sienna Gant  Y1: Naomi Kemshell 

Y2: Lauren Morley  Y2: Grace Wike 

Y3 Niamh Gombocz  Y3: Evelyn Hardcastle 

Y4: Katie Parry  Y4: Noah Firth 

Y5: Ella Smith   Y5: Elizabeth Sykes 

Y6: Ellie Ormerod  Y6: Amber Beaumont 

The children had a great week baking all sorts 

of tasty treats to sell during National Baking 

Week. We raised £145.00 to go towards 

School Funds. Thank you, as always, for your 

cake donations and of course for buying our 

goodies! 

 

 

    

Thank you for helping us to raise £157.00 for Save The         

Children. Here’s a lovely picture of Year 5 with a fabulous array of 

jumpers! 

Non-uniform days are a great way for us to all donate to various 

charities, so please do contribute. With  just a £1 donation each we 

can potentially raise over £200 for each event we have.  
Iris Rodriguez (formerly of 

Year 6) got to finally see 

her winning design in all 

it’s glory as Rev. John 

Geary unveiled the stained

-glass window at a dedica-

tion ceremony in the 

school. The beautiful im-

age was designed in con-

junction with a competi-

tion run by the National 

Coal Mining Museum to 

represent peace after the 

First World War.  

We are very proud to say 

that this is a permanent 

feature in our school. 

Together the school also raised 

£94.82 during the 

Poppy Appeal, and £226.79 for 

Children in Need. Thank you! 



Foundation Foundation have had a very busy half term! The children have been learning about traditional tales 

and doing lots of exciting activities related to them. They particularly enjoyed designing and building houses with straw for 

the tale of the Three Little Pigs. For National Baking Week, Lower Foundation very much enjoyed making gingerbread men 

and Upper Foundation made shortbread – yummy! 

Upper Foundation had a fantastic time at Eureka in Halifax, and especially enjoyed meeting Father Christmas, who also 

made an appearance at their Christmas Parties here in school! At the parties they played lots of fun games, and enjoyed all 

the delicious food donated by their parents. 

Foundation really enjoyed putting on their Christmas nativity and were so happy to see so many parents/grandparents sup-

porting them.  

Next half term the topic will be ‘The Sea’, with an initial focus on pirates leading onto whatever aspects the children choose, 

for example, animals under the sea.  

Years 1 & 2 The children have been learning about the events leading up to the Great Fire of London and how 

Samuel Pepys buried his expensive cheese in the garden so it wouldn’t get burned.   

Well done to all the children for the fantastic Christmas performance of The King is Born.  All the children were part of the 

play with some learning lots of lines as well as knowing when to go onto the stage.   

Another success was Middlestown Primary Academy winning the Benchball festival.  They played matches against all of the 

other teams and won each match to be overall champions.  Next half term there will a Multi-skills festival and races and re-

lays.   

Next half term Years 1 and 2 will be learning about Antarctica.  They will be comparing it with where they live, as well as, 

looking at how animals survive in such cold conditions.  The books in Literacy will be linked to this topic and they will also be 

finding out facts about penguins. 

Well done to Stephanie who has been working in Year 1 as a trainee teacher from Huddersfield University.  Year 2 will be 

having a student teacher in their class after the Christmas break.   

Years 3 & 4 Year 3 and 4 have worked really hard learning about Ancient Egypt this half term. They have learnt 

about Howard Carter and when he discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun, and wrote fantastic diary entries based on what 

they watched. We have made our own Egyptian coffins with clay mummies inside, and fantastic death masks. They have also 

enjoyed reading ‘Winter’s Child’ in Literacy and have completed lots of writing and drama activities based on the book.  Year 

4 continue to go from strength to strength in swimming lessons and have been working on survival techniques in the last  

couple of weeks – they really enjoyed swimming in their pyjamas! 

All the children worked really hard on the pyramids that the entered for the Pyramid Competition. Each class was awarded a 

first, second and third prize: 

Year 3:  1st place – Benjamin Hillary;  2nd place – Brooke Layton;   3rd place – Emily Turner. 

Year 4:  1st place – Jake Asquith;   2nd place – Aimee Thompson; 3rd place – Katie Parry. 

In the new year, Years 3 and 4 will be learning about Rivers. They will investigate different rivers, both across the country 

and in their local area. In Literacy the children will be reading ‘The Twits’ by Roald Dahl and will complete all of their writing 

activities based on this book.  

Year 3 will also take part in the Benchball festival in January that has been rescheduled from November.  

In Science, Year 3 will be learning about Rocks and Fossils and will be going on a class trip to the National Coal Mining Muse-

um.  



Years 5 & 6 This half term year 5 and 6 have been learning about the Anglo-Saxons, and particularly enjoyed 

covering crime and punishment during this period. In Literacy, they read the story of ‘Beowulf’ by Michael Morpurgo, from 

which the children created diary entries written from the point of view of Beowulf, a newspaper report about a main event 

in the story, and a letter applying to be a Saxon Warrior. 

In Sport, Year 6 won the Netball festival against other local schools which is a great achievement! Well done! 

Over the festive period, KS2 performed their Christmas production and this was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Year 5 also 

planned a party for people over the age of 65 at the National Coal Mining Museum, which was a great success. The children 

were lucky enough to go underground before the party and discover what it was like working down in the mine.  

Next half term, Year 5 and 6’s new topic will be The Vikings, which links to their trip to Jorvik and Dig on the 19th January. 

In English, they will be starting a new book ‘How To Train Your Dragon’ by Cressida Cowell and writing genres such as expla-

nation, narrative and discursive text. 

In PE the children are looking forward to two sports coaches coming in to teach them a variety of invasion games such as 

Rugby, Football and Unihoc.  

 

January 
 
Mon 8th:   Back to school for Spring Term 
Weds 10th:  Parent Partnership Meeting: Maths. 6.00pm 
Mon 17th:  Young Voices Concert - Sheffield Arena 
Fri 19th:   Year 5 & 6 trip to Jorvik in York 
 

February 
 
Weds 7th:  Year 3 National Coal Mining Museum Trip 
Thurs 15th - Fri 16th Year 4 Nell Bank Residential Trip     
Thurs 15th:  Last day of half term. 
Fri 16th:    INSET DAY (no pupils today) 
Mon 26th:  Return to school 

 

March 
 
Thurs 1st:  World Book Day  
Tues 6th:  Parents Evening 5-7pm 
Weds 7th:  Parents Evening 3-5pm  
Fri 16th - Sun 18th:  Year 6 Robin wood Trip—Dobroyd Castle 
Weds 28th:  Easter Service at St Lukes: 
   Foundation/ KS1  (9.30) KS2 (10.45) 
Thurs 29th:  Break up for Easter Holidays   
 

April 
 
Mon 16th:  Back to School for Summer Term.  

This half term winner is:  

 

 

The SAM award is a new initiative to reward children and their classes for their good attendance. Good lev-

els of attendance at school are really important.  If children do not attend school regularly they may not be 

able to keep up with their school work, and during a busy school day it is difficult for schools to find the 

extra time to help a child catch up.   

Every lesson really does matter.  If a child misses just one week from school every term, which is approximately half a day per fortnight, by 

the time they leave school they will have missed the equivalent of an entire academic year’s schooling.  

 

 7.30am start from Monday to Friday;  

 Hot and cold food, and;  

 Fun activities!  

If you would like to book, please con-

tact the office for further information. 

£5  

per day 



School Gallery 

Above and Below: Both the children and Miss Tom-

linson enjoyed the interactive exhibitions at Eureka!  

Left: Year 1 children 

during Baking Week. 

Bottom Left: Year 5 at 

the National Coal Min-

ing Museum. Miss 

Ackroyd has been down 

t’ mine as you can see 

from her face! 

Bottom Right:  Year 3 & 

4’s artwork looking 

fabulous! 

Above: Foundation Christmas performers! Immediately below: Upper Founda-

tion are all smiles at Eureka. 


