
   Middlestown Primary Academy: February 2018 

A warm welcome to another edition of Middlestown News. There 
are some great articles and great pictures in the gallery at the end. 

The SEALS peer teacher activity is always a firm favourite. I notice that article too about FOMS - 
please don’t think that you need any special skills or that you have to come to every event - we 
just need your enthusiasm and ideas. Every little really does help! Enjoy the read and I hope to 
see you next half term at one or more of the parents events.  

January 

 Noah Pearson   (Lower Foundation) 

 Zara Gant    (Upper Foundation) 

 Amelia Kenworthy  (Year 1) 

 Siena Kirby    (Year 2) 

 Emily Turner   (Year 3) 

 Florence Hirst   (Year 4) 

 Callum Kirby   (Year 5) 

 Bobby Hutchinson   (Year 6) 

This half term the 
School Council have 

been working together on a number of 
projects, e.g. revising the playtime trim trail rota so it is 
much fairer for all classes and arranging for a Dog Warden 
to come into school next half term, to talk to us about the 
issue of dog fouling in our local community. They’ve also 
been discussing what to do for Sports Relief at the end of 
March so WATCH THIS SPACE!  

FOMS  

are hosting a  

Family Quiz Night!  

Friday 23d March at 6.30pm. 

More details to follow soon.  

   
 Our School Choir, once   
again, had a fabulous time 
at the Young Voices Show 
at Sheffield Arena in Janu-
ary. They sang and danced 
their hearts out! Thank 
you to all the parents who 
went along too. 

Over the years FOMS have been very 
fortunate with the excellent support 
it has received from both parents and 
members of the school staff, but we 
are looking for additional members 

 

to help us come up with some new ideas and also help 
with the planning and running of events throughout the 
year. If you have a child attending Middlestown Primary 
Academy, you are automatically a member of FOMS and 
your voice counts! FOMS is a mixture of parents who 
work together for the benefit of Middlestown School. 
Some parents work part-time and some parents work 
full-time; NONE of them are specialists in fundraising. 

Aims: To raise much appreciated funds for the school, 
and to organise a range of fun and social activities that 
involve the whole school community. If you can help in 
any way, please contact school to find out how you can 
get involved.  

It has been noted that there are 
an increasing number of children 

arriving to school after 8.55am and having to enter 
through the main door.  As well as this being quite dis-
ruptive to the class your child will miss important infor-
mation at the start of the lesson.  Please could you en-
sure that your child is at school ready to enter at 
8.55am via their relevant entrance. Many thanks. 



Foundation This half term the Foundation children have been learning all about Pirates. They have 

discovered lots of facts about them and enjoyed learning new songs. The children designed and drew treasure 

maps, some of which are on display in the unit.  

Upper Foundation have been focussing on sentence writing and have written some fantastic ones about pirates 

and their ships. The children have also completed some fantastic artwork as they continue to look at how to 

draw people.  

Lower Foundation have focused on their fine motor skills and have really enjoyed using Dough Disco.  

All the children in our unit have entered the Young Writer’s poem competition which gives them the opportunity 

to become published authors. We will keep you updated with more details as we get them.  

Next term Foundation will continue their Pirate theme as the children have enjoyed doing this topic so much! 

They will also link this  to learning about the sea, and hopefully Upper Foundation will get the chance to visit Cox-

ley Woods for a treasure hunt. The children will also be taking part in a potato growing project, and will be hop-

ing to grow as many potatoes as they can in the given time.  

Years 1 & 2 The children have really enjoyed learning about Penguins and Antarctica.  In Literacy, they 

have written reports and glossaries about penguins as well as looking at fictional stories like Henry’s Holiday, Lost 

and Found and Don’t be Afraid Little Pip. They have also thought about what equipment they would take to Ant-

arctica and how to get there using map skills.  

The children have been practising Multiskills in PE and attended the Horbury Pyramid sports event. 10 children 

from Year 1 and 2 represented the school and they came 4th.  

In Year 2 Mrs Dorward has been working with us as part of her PGCE teaching course at Leeds Beckett University. 

Next half term the topic will be Katie and the Art Gallery. This topic is based on the Katie’s Picture Show books by 

James Mayhew. The children will be looking at art and paintings from different artists including Monet, Van Gogh 

and Constable.  Year 1 and 2 will also be visiting Leeds art gallery linked to this topic.  

Years 3 & 4 This half term the children have been reading ‘The Twits’ in Literacy. They have worked re-

ally hard to produce some super writing such as diaries and informational leaflets about the RSPCA and PDSA. As 

part of our topic ‘Rivers’, they drew and painted some river pictures using Monet’s river pictures as inspiration.  

In Year 3, the children have been doing gymnastics in PE and have learnt about different ways of travelling, bal-

ancing and making shapes using their bodies. Year 3 also went on a school trip to the National Coal Mining Muse-

um and did a workshop learning about rocks and fossils. They even created their own fossil to take home with 

them! The children were also able to go down the mine to learn about what life was like for a miner.  

Year 3 took part in a Benchball festival against other schools in the local area. They showed some really great 

teamwork and came 3rd! Year 4 and some of Year 3 also have their trip to Nell Bank at the end of this half term 

and can’t wait to spend a couple of days getting muddy and taking part in outdoor activities.  

Next half term Year 3 and 4 will be learning about earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanoes and will be reading 

‘Escape from Pomepii’ as part of Literacy. Year 4 will continue with their DT project: designing and making a pro-

totype alarmed box. They will then think about how to best advertise it to their chosen market. 

 



Years 5 & 6 This half term year 5 and 6 have been studying the Vikings in history and reading ‘How to 

Train Your Dragon’ in Writing. The children have produced some fantastic writing taking inspiration from both 

these topics. At the beginning of the term, the children also visited the Jorvik Centre and Dig in York, which they 

thoroughly enjoyed as they were able to experience what it is like to be an archaeologist and also travel back in 

time as Vikings! In History so far, they have looked at Vikings as invaders and the types of weaponry they used in 

their raids. In Writing, the children have produced a manual on how to care for a dragon and a set of instruc-

tions on how to catch one. They have also retold a Viking saga on Thor and the Giants which is on display in the 

library area. In Art, Year 5 have produced some amazing sketches of Vikings and Year 6 have made their own 

Viking shields. 

 In SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning), Year 5 and 6 took part in a peer teaching activity where they 

taught another child for 20 minutes on a subject of their choice. The children really enjoyed this!  

A selection of Year 5 and 6 took part in Sports Hall Athletics competition and although the children did not win, 

they competed extremely well and were a real credit to the school.  

Next half term, the children will continue to study the Vikings in History with it being such a short term.  

In March, Year 6 and some of Year 5 will visit Robinwood to participate in a range of outdoor activities such as 

archery, caving, climbing and many more.  

Miss Rooke and Miss Ackroyd would also like to encourage children to use Mathletics at home, with Mathletics 

certificates being given out each week in assembly. 

 
 

February 
 

Mon 26th: Return to school 
Tues 27th: School’s 90th Birthday! 
 

March 
 

Thurs 1st:    World Book Day: fancy dress!! 
Tues 6th: Parents Evening 5-7pm 
Weds 7th: Parents Evening 3-5pm 
Fri 9th:  Class Photographs 
Tues 13th: Coffee, Cookies & Conversation - 9am  
Weds 14th: FOMS meeting - crèche available - 3.30pm 
Thurs 15th: Year 1 and 2 trip to Leeds Art Gallery 
Fri 16th - Sun 18th:  Year 6 Robinwood Trip: Dobroyd Castle 
Mon 19th - Fri 23rd: Sports Relief Week 
Weds 21st: Parent Samba Assembly - 2.45pm 
Fri 23rd: FOMS Family Quiz Night - 6.30pm 
Weds 28th: Easter Service at St Lukes: 
   Foundation/KS1 (9.30am) KS2 (10.45am) 
Weds 28th: Easter Disco: UF & KS1 3.30-4.30pm 
    KS2 4.45-6.00pm 
Thurs 29th: Break up for Easter Holidays 
 

April 
 

Mon 16th: Back to School for Summer Term.  

This half term winner is:  

Places are available at Breakfast Club 

Monday to Friday for Upper Foundation children and 

older. The club starts at 7.30am and we offer hot and 

cold food and fun activities for £5 per session. 

Contact the office if you would like to book either regular 

sessions, or ad-hoc sessions.  

Search the grid for our February-themed words below. The 

remaining letters will spell out 2 more events in February. 

Send a slip into school with your 2 answers, name and class by 

Friday 2nd March and all correct answers will be entered into 

prize draw to win £5!  

L M A R D I G R A S C N 

H O E H F I N E D S H A 

A S V A L E N T I N E P 

T C O E I G E N P E A G 

P A R W P Y L W U N R N 

U R H E E A O O C R T I 

R F S C A N S A V H W Y 

Y E I D S N K E S E D R 

S Y A D S E U T A Y S F 

Hidden phrases:  1) _____________________________ 

   2) _____________________________ 



School Gallery 

Above and Right: Foundation children enjoying 

their Pirate topic!  

 

Immediate left: 

Year 2’s display of 

their fabulous Pen-

guin artwork.  

 

Immediate right: 

Year 5 and 6 SEALS 

project.  

Above left: 

Year 4 art-

work based 

on  a river 

scene by 

Monet. 

Above right: 

Year 3 at 

Benchball. 
 

Right and 

left: More 

pics from the 

SEALS pro-

ject. 

 


