
   Middlestown Primary Academy: April 2018 

It has been a short half term but one that has been full of exciting events, not helped by 

the weather. Thank you all for your co-operation during the snow days, it was much appre-

ciated. We had to cancel World Book Day but this has been rescheduled for Monday 23rd April, along with the themed lunch day.   

Our school celebrated its 90th birthday in February and the children, staff and some ex pupils enjoyed the celebrations including 

cake, planting seeds and learning a special song. The children enjoyed experimenting during Science Week and thank you for 

attending the exhibition to see what each class had been learning about.   

The whole school celebrated Sport Relief with a bench ball tournament and a healthy tuck shop. During the same week there was 

also Odd Sock Day to raise awareness for Down’s syndrome. It was lovely to see different families working together at the FOMS 

quiz night, although I think the children enjoyed Play your Cards Right the most!  Thank you also for joining at the church for our 

annual Easter service, it was lovely to see so many of you there.   

All of this in a 5 week half term!  We now look forward to the summer term and some better weather.  There are lots of things to 

look forward to and we will keep you updated on all forthcoming events. 

 

   The FOMS quiz night was a huge 

success so thank you to all that came and helped raise mon-

ey for the school. Well done to the Rollin/ O’Donoghue 

team for winning the top prize! 

We hope to do another one in the future so watch this 

space! 

    

     It has been noted that there are an 
increasing number of children arriving to school after 8.55am and hav-
ing to enter through the main door.  As well as this being quite disrup-
tive to the class, the office and the kitchen staff, your child will miss 
important information at the start of the lesson.  

Please could you ensure that your child is at school ready to enter at 
8.55am via their relevant entrance. Many thanks. 

February   March 

LF: Molly Gombocz;  LF: Byron Hardcastle; 

UF: Zara Kirby;    UF: Deri Wright; 

Y1: Emine Sucu;  Y1: Maya Blezzard; 

Y2: Libby Rawson;  Y2: Hayden Sunderland; 

Y3: Cooper Potts;   Y3: Olivia Sowry; 

Y4: Sebastian Murphy;  Y4: Amber Kirby; 

Y5: Charlie Portman;  Y5: Callum Kirby; 

Y6: Mia Barton.   Y6: Aaron Tyler-Birch. 

   Places are available at Breakfast 

Club Monday to Friday for Upper Foundation children and 

older. The club starts at 7.30am and we offer hot and cold 

food and fun activities for £5 per session.  

Contact the office if you would like to book either regular 

sessions, or ad-hoc sessions.  

      Thank you as always for your help in raising 
funds for our charity events. This 
month we raised: 

 £173.00 for Huddersfield Down Syn-
drome Support Group on World Odd 
Sock Day and £239.45 for 
Sports 
Relief! 

 Many of you will be pleased to 

hear that we are getting closer to offering full wrap around care.  

Plans are in place to offer After School provision each day until 

6.00pm, in addition to the current Breakfast Club arrangement. We are 

working towards this starting in May, but will confirm as soon as we 

can this term and send further details when we have everything in 

place. Thank you for your patience with this. 

   Our aim in school is to encourage healthy 

eating habits, so please bear this in mind when you send your child to 

school with a packed lunch.  

Chocolate is not permitted in lunch boxes and crisps are only allowed 

on a Friday.  



Foundation The Foundation children really enjoyed continuing with their ‘Under the Sea’ topic. They shared 

the stories ‘Rainbow Fish’ and ‘Flowers in the Snow’ and enjoyed sequencing these stories, mark making and writing about 

them. The children also looked closely at the characters: Lower Foundation discussed the different feelings of the characters 

and Upper Foundation wrote character descriptions.  

Science week was so much fun for in Foundation. They were very proud to share all that they had learned at the Science 

Fair. The children took part in investigations about floating and sinking by predicting what each item would do when placed 

in water, and then testing their ideas. They did mark making and writing to record what they had learnt. The children also 

explored florescent colours and glow in the dark materials in the black out tent.  

This half term the topic will be ‘Living Things and Growth’. As part of this topic there will be some special visitors coming into 

school – chicks! The children will watch the eggs hatch and then learn how to take care of them.  

In the outdoor area we will be plating seeds and looking at plant life cycles. The children will also be welcoming some new 

starters to the unit. 

Years 1 & 2 Last term Years 1 and 2 learned about different artists and their works of art using the ‘Katie’ 

books by James Mayhew. They used these book in English lessons as a stimulus for writing, as well as focusing on the artist 
Vincent Van Gogh when learning about ‘a significant person in history’. The children also recreated some of Van Gogh’s work 
in Art and used the internet to answer questions about his life. They also enjoyed their trip to the Leeds Art Gallery where 
they were able to view a range of different types of art and spend time analysing and asking questions about the paintings 
and sculptures on view. The children also made a short visit to the Leeds City Museum where they were all very excited to 
see the 'mummy' in the ancient Egyptian exhibition! The children were wonderfully behaved and this was commented on by 
the general public.  

Both Year 1 and Year 2 currently have student teachers. They welcomed Miss Dufton in Year 2 and Miss Beveridge in Year 1 
who will in school until May half term, teaching 50% of the timetable under the direction of the teachers.  

This half term our topic is 'Florence Nightingale' which is a particular favourite of the teachers! The children will be learning 
about the life and times of Florence as well as comparing nursing from the past and present. 

Years 3 & 4 In the second Spring term the children read ‘Escape from Pompeii’ in Literacy. They produced lots of 

different writing based on the book, such as newspaper reports, character descriptions and diary entries. Year 4 wrote their 

own version of the story thinking about how their characters would escape. 

Year 3 also learnt about volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis in their Geography lessons. The children studied volcanic 

eruptions and took advantage of the snow to make their own craters and filled with homemade magma! Year 4 continued 

their work on animals including humans looking at different food chains and  experimenting with eggs to discover how 

different liquids effect the enamel on our teeth. 

In PE, the Year 3 children practised their ball skills and played lots of games using marking and defending skills. In Science 

week the children learnt about different chemical reactions and predicted what would happen when they added baking soda 

to vinegar.  

Year 4 explored how the contents of can could affect how far they rolled. Could they predict the content if the labels were 

removed?  

This half term Year 3 and 4 will be learning all about Ancient Greece. They will learn about some of the different Greek Gods 

and write their own Greek myth. They will also look at how life was different for children who lived in Ancient Greece. In Art, 

the children will have a go at creating their own Greek statue using clay and using different printing techniques to make 

Greek shields. Year 4 have The Cube competition to look forward to on 26th April and letters will be going out in the first 

week back. Year 3 will be taking part in a Handball competition, along with Years 1 and 2, on Thursday 3 rd May and there is 

also a Summer Games festival at Horbury Academy for children in Years 3 and 4 on Thursday 17th May!   



Years 5 & 6 During last term Year 5 and 6  continued studying the Vikings in History and reading ‘How to train 

Your Dragon’ in Writing. In English, the children wrote setting descriptions of when Hiccup enters the dragon nursery. Year 

5 also wrote newspaper reports on the attack of Lindisfarne whilst Year 6 have written an explanation text of how to look 

after a dragon. Plus the children also produced a leaflet based upon Viking weaponry. 

In Science, Year 5 learnt about the topic ‘Forces’ and created parachutes investigating how air resistance works and Year 6 

learnt  all about the human circulatory system. In class they made ‘blood’ by using different materials to show what blood is 

made up of and also labelled and described parts of the heart. 

A selection of Year 6 children took part in the Wake Up Shake Up competition and although the children did not win, they 

performed extremely well and were a credit to the school! 

Year 6 children and some of the Year 5 children also visited Robinwood and completed a range of fun outdoor activities 

which they thoroughly enjoyed. Some children faced their fears in the Piranha Pool by solving problems to avoid being eat-

en! All of the children ventured into the deep, dark caves of Robinwood and thankfully they all made it out again! Pictures 

are in the Gallery.  

This half term Year 5 will continue the ‘Forces’ topic as part of Science and then move onto learning all about Space. 

The children will be writing a range of texts such as letters, diaries, newspapers reports and descriptions as well as having a 

trip to ‘Countryside Live’ at Ledston Estate in Leeds (letter to follow this week).  

 

Next year Robinwood has been booked for Monday 25th to Wednesday 27th March! 

 
 

April 
 
Mon 16th:    Back to School for Summer Term;  
Mon 16th—Fri 27th:  Chicks in Foundation; 
Mon 23rd:    Dressing up for World Book Day; 
Thurs 26th:    The Cube (Year 4) Horbury Academy 4.00-5.30pm. 
 
May 
 
Tues 1st:    9.15am - Foundation Assembly to Parents; 
Thurs 3rd:    Handball (Years 1,2&3) Horbury Academy 4.00-5.30pm; 
Mon 7th:    May Day Bank Holiday—school closed; 
Tues 8th:    School re-opens today; 
Thurs 10th:    Race & Relays (Years 1&2) Horbury Academy 4.00-5.30pm; 
Mon 14th –Thurs 17th:  Year 6 SATS week; 
Thurs 17th:    Summer Games (Years 3&4) Horbury Academy 4.00-5.30pm; 
Sat 19th:    Middlestown & Overton Gala. 11.00am: Procession starts at school and 
     then onto Denby Grange Cricket field;  
Thurs 24th:    Year 5 & 6 Trip to Ledston Estate in Leeds; 
Thurs 24th:    3.30pm - FOMS Film Night; 
Fri 25th:    Break up for Spring Bank Half Term.  
    
   
June 
Mon 4th:    Return to school; 
Tues 5th:    9.00am - Coffees, Cookies and Conversation; 
Tues 12th:    9.00am - Individual School Photographs. 

 

 

 

This half term winner is:  



School Gallery 

Top row: Left: Will it float or sink? Foundation children during Science Week! 

Middle: Lower Foundation drawing together; Right: Year 3 PE action shot! 

 

Surrounding photos:        

Science Week experiments! 

Surrounding: Robinwood fun! Bottom 

right: Year 5 Samba assembly. 


