
   Middlestown Primary Academy: April 2019 

First of all, I would like to say a huge thank you to the School Council, Mrs Sholi and 

some of the students from Horbury Academy for an excellent charity even yester-

day.  It was enjoyed by all of the staff and children as well as raising a fantastic amount of money for such a worthy case.  Thank you 

also for supporting this event with your generosity.   

It was lovely to see so many of you at the quiz night.  We hope to run another family event early in the Autumn term. Thank you also for 

joining us for our Easter service up at the church.  

We still have the Summer Fayre to look forward to on the 11th July.  The Summer term is always a busy one with sports week, sports day 

and activity day to name a few.  In the meantime, I hope you all have a lovely Easter- try not to eat too much chocolate! 

  February   March   

 LF:  Jack Gibson  Oliver Gant   

 UF:  Eve Jack  Byron Hardcastle 

 Y1: Emerson Birch Zara Gant 

 Y2: Sienna Gant  Martha Potts 

 Y3: Grace Wike  Oscar-Joe Brierley 

 Y4: Lexie Hutchinson Emma Kendall  

 Y5: Amber Kirby  Noah Firth   

 Y6: Ella Smith  Will Firth  

The winner this half term is... 

The Eco Council had a very suc-

cessful litter pick on the school 

grounds and park area as part of the Great British Spring 

Clean. Not only did they fill 5 sacks but they had big smiles 

on their faces throughout! Well done you lot!   

  What a half term this has been for 

charity fundraising! With your kindness 

and generosity we have raised the following amounts for some fantastic 

causes:  

Red Nose Day— £310  Odd Sock Day—£160 

Wakfield Hospice Fundraising Day—£1,193.00 (so far) 

Thank you so much! 

 

After 22 years at Middlestown 

School Mrs Allott has now retired. 

Her departure will leave a huge 

hole here in school but we wish 

her all the best in her retirement.  

Thank you 

Mrs Allott for 

all your hard 

work and 

commitment. 

We shall miss 

you! 



Foundation The children have been enjoying the topic ‘All About Ourselves’, and have been spending time in our 

birthday role play area, writing birthday cards, invitations and setting the table for a party. They also followed instructions to make 

some jam sandwiches.   

Upper foundation have also been looking at the book Funny Bones and creating and labelling their own skeleton, as well as learn-

ing lots of lovely new vocabulary. They have also been really excited to spend time in our new re-vamped writing area and using 

our new outdoor equipment to improve our fine and gross motor skills.   

Science week was really exciting as the children read lots of books about journeys, as well as writing about the old favourite ‘The 

Very Hungry Caterpillar.’ They also went on a nature trail and measured themselves and how far their home-made straw rockets 

flew. Upper Foundation had a brilliant time at Eureka finding out how their bodies work and all about their senses.  

Both Upper and Lower had a lovely time making and tasting pancakes on Shrove Tuesday. They raised money with the sponsored 

pancake flip and welcomed parents to taste some of the pancakes at the end of the day. Everyone in Foundation would like to 

thank all the parents, relatives and friends who helped to raise the money and those who joined us on the day.  

Finally, we have held two ‘Stay and Play’ sessions as an opportunity for the children in the unit to meet the new children that will 

be joining Foundation next term.  

Next term Foundation will carry on exploring the topic ‘All About Ourselves’ and will change the role play area into a doctor’s sur-

gery. The unit are also expecting some very special visitors—the chicks! They can watch the eggs hatch, describe all they see, take 

turns to hold the chicks carefully and learn how to look after them. They will also observe them, draw them, measure them and 

talk about the life cycle of a chicken. Linking in with this the children will begin the next topic of ‘Animals and Pets.’ 

Years 1 & 2 The Year 1 and 2 children have really enjoyed the ‘On Safari’ topic this half term. A particular highlight 

was the visit to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park, where they saw lions, rhinos, giraffes and many other wonderful animals. They used 

this visit as inspiration for some factual writing.  

In Art, the children experimented with colour mixing and used them to create some African sunset art. They have also looked at 

Tinga Tinga paintings and created some of their own, using bright colours and simple shapes.  

In Geography, Year 2 used atlases to locate Kenya and it’s main cities, mountains and rivers. They have even designed their own 

National Park. Year 1 compared the climate in Africa with cooler places elsewhere and created their own hot and cold pictures.   

The topic for next half term will be ‘Masterchef’. The children will be learning about healthy and varied diets and will design and 

prepare their own dishes. They will also learn about where food comes from. 

Years 3 & 4 This half term, Year 3 and 4 have been continuing to learn about the Romans. They made laurel wreaths 

and Roman shields and shared these and other work with the rest of school and parents in their assembly. They have also learnt 

about the Roman leader Julius Caesar and researched why he was so powerful.  

In Science, Year 4 learned all about living things and their habitats, which included researching the different classifications of ani-

mals. During Science Week, both years went to Coxley woods and had a lovely time making micro-habitats for insects and follow-

ing different sized sticks down the river. 

In Literacy the children read ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes and produced some great Newspaper reports, diaries and arguments. 

Our school sent four teams to De Lacy Academy for an Orienteering competition and then sent two of those teams to Leeds Beck-

ett University to represent Wakefield in the West Yorkshire Winter Games Finals. Year 1, 2 and 3 also attended a Handball festival 

at Horbury and came third.  

Next half term, Year 3 and 4 will be learning all about Spain. They will be using maps to identify Spain and also look at their climate 

and culture as well as cooking some Spanish cuisine. Year 3 and 4 will be having a ‘Spanish Fiesta’ on Thursday 23rd May to end our 

topic. 

In Science, Year 4 will be continuing to look at living things and classification keys as well as food chains.  



Years 5 & 6 This half term Year 5 and 6 have been learning about the Rainforest. They have discovered why the 

sunlight helps to create different layers and about some of these creatures that live within these layers. This was supported 

with a fabulous visit to Blackpool Zoo.  

Year 5 have been reading ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell and have used the events that happened to the main charac-

ters: Fred, Con, Lila and Max, to structure their English work. As part of this the children went to Coxley Woods to build 

dens in the ‘jungle’ that would help them to survive if they got stranded. The children then produced a set of instructions 

on how to build a den.  

Year 6 have been reading ‘Skellig’ by David Almond and have been working on creating narrative with suspense. The chil-

dren have also been writing diary entries and writing from the perspective of an estate agent. 

In Science, the children have been learning about human and animal development. They studied the life cycles of many 

different types of animals and looked in more detail at the development of humans from the pre-birth to death.  

Year 6 had a great time on their residential trip to Robinwood in Todmorden. They did an array out outdoor activities and 

team building games and by all account behaved impeccably. 

Next half term Year 5 and 6 will be starting the World War 2 topic that will stretch the entire summer term. The children 

will be focusing their English work around the book ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by John Boyne. They will hopefully be 

visiting Eden camp to get a real life experience of living during the war era. This will help support our learning in our history 

lessons. In Science the children will be learning about Space including doing a study of Tim Peake the British astronaut. 

 

June 

Mon 3rd  Penny Wars Starts 

Weds 5th-Thurs 6th  Year 3 Lineham Farm Residential Trip 

Weds 12th   Mini OlympicsatThornes Park Y5/6 

Thurs 13th  FOMS meeting– 3.30pm. Crèche available 

Mon 17th   Individual and Sibling photographs 

Tues 18th  Book Bus Coming to School; 

Tues 18th  Y1-3 Activity Days (parents invited) 09.05- 
   11.30; 

Tues 18th  Y4-6 Activity Days (parents invited) 1.05- 
   3.10; 

Mon 24th—Fri 28th Sports Week 

April 

Mon 22nd  BANK HOLIDAY – School Closed 

Tues 23rd  Return to school for Summer 1 Term 

Weds 24th  Year 5 Parents Evening 3.00-5.00pm 

May 

Fri 3rd  Cake Sale run by Year 3 Children 

Mon 6th  BANK HOLIDAY – School Closed 

Wed 8th Year 3 & School Council at NCM—time TBC 

Mon 13th – Fri 17th  KS2 SATS Week  

Fri 17th FOMS Film Night 

Mon 20th—Fri 24th KS1 SATS Week 

Weds 22nd  Makaton Assembly to Parents—3.00pm 

Fri 24th  Break up for half term 

 

 

Design a scarecrow for the Netherton Scarecrow Festival and if your entry wins, the Parish 

Council will make up the winning design and display it at the festival. Here there will be a 

stall representing the Great British Spring Clean which is taking place at the moment. 

 As well as being able to see your design made up, there will also be a prize of a £20 book token for the winner 

and a second prize of a £10 book token.  

The closing date for entries is  Friday 26th April so this would make the perfect Easter Project. Either give your 

entries to school, or directly to the Parish Council office at Stevenson House on Netherton Lane in Netherton. 



 

 

Above: Year 6 

at Coxley 

Woods during 

Science Week;  

 

Right: Year 6 on 

their Robin-

wood Residen-

tial Trip. 

Top left: Year 1 ball throwing 

on the Wakefield Hospice 

Fundraising Day; Above: Foun-

dation children flipping pan-

cakes! Top right: The Orient-

eering Team; Right: Year 2 at 

the Yorkshire Wildlife Park. 


