
Middlestown Primary Academy: December 2019 

Charity Fundraising 

Thanks to your generosity this term we have 

raised the following: 

   £231.98: Children In Need 

 

£178.30: Save the 

Children Christmas 

Jumper Day 

               £57: Bake sale  

FOMS: 

£1357.16: Christmas Fayre 

£138.60: Christmas Cards 

£303.20: Film Night 

 

New Trim Trail 

This term the new trim trail has been installed.     

The children are all very excited! 

 

Head Of Academy’s Welcome…  I hope that you have enjoyed all the Christmas performanc-

es! The children (and staff) have worked really hard rehearsing and putting it all together and we 

are really proud of them all. Getting up to sing, act and dance in front of an audience is no mean 

feat! The children have been very excited when playing on the new trim trail. It seems to have tak-

en a long time to save up the money for it but we are pleased that it is now ready to play on. Thank 

you for joining us at the Christmas Fayre and the carol concert. I’m sure it got you in the Christmas 

spirit! I hope that you all have a fabulous Christmas and a happy new year. Thank you for your con-

tinued support!  

Staff Profile:    Get to know our staff better… 

Mrs Teasdale 

When did you start at MPA?  July 2016 and it’s flown by!  

What do you do at MPA?  Since September I’ve been the Office 
Manager, but in the 3 years previous to this I was Office Admin-
istrator.  

What is your favourite thing about your job? I love the fact 
that one minute I’m doing an office job and being all ‘serious’ 
and then the next minute I’m having a funny conversation with 
a pupil who’s come to see us for something. The variety of 
tasks that come my way mean that there’s never a dull mo-
ment here!  

What do you enjoy doing outside of school? I love spending 
time with my family and friends, eating out, running, playing 
games, walking, listening to music and singing (ideally when no-
one is listening!!)    

Favourite moment at Middlestown so far? I’ve had many great 
moments here! I have fond memories of rescuing spiders away 
from a screeching Mrs Hirst (I probably should have been more 
sympathetic rather than giggling!); randomly being serenaded 
by children in the corridor when it’s been my birthday and ex-
periencing the fantastic buzz in school 
after achieving our ‘Good’ Ofsted rating. 
My favourite moment of all though has 
to be when I got promoted to my cur-
rent role. It’s nice to be appreciated, 
especially when I love my job so much!  

Favourite food? I love Thai green vege-

table curry or a homemade lasagne.  

 



   Year 2 The children have been learning about the local artist 

Barbara Hepworth and the sculptures she has on display at the Hep-
worth gallery. One of the sculptures was stolen and the children had 
to follow the clues to catch the thief and restore the sculpture back 
to the gallery. This work has been linked to the book Katie’s Picture 
Show, where a little girl climbs into paintings and goes on adventur-
ers. The children have written about the characters in the paintings 
including narrative, play scripts and descriptions. In science, the chil-
dren have been planting seeds and investigating what plants need to 
survive. In RE, the children have been learning about different places 
of worship and labelling the different parts of a church and a 
mosque. In History, the children have been learning about Barbara 
Hepworth’s life and how Wakefield has changed since she was a 
child. Some of the children from Y1 and Y2 entered the Benchball 
festival at Horbury Academy. They played really well as a team and 
finished second. Well done! Next half term the children will be 
learning about Space including the different planets and the first 
moon landings. This will be linked to books including Aliens Love 
Underpants, Man on the Moon and Whatever Next! 

       Foundation The children have been busy this half term 

thinking about how to be good friends, how to play together and 
how to work well as a team. The book entitled ‘What makes me a 
me?’ has been the book of the week in both Upper and Lower 
Foundation. It talks about how we should respect each other in 
spite of our differences. All the children have been very creative, 
working together to make a variety of things such as a huge enclo-
sure to put dinosaurs in, Santa’s sleigh and a Christmas tree. The 
children took turns and shared the tasks needed to complete the 
job. Pyjama day was very successful and the children helped to 
raise money for Children in Need. We had baking week to raise 
money for school which the children enjoyed very much, especially 
the buying and eating the buns on the last day. To raise money for 
Save the Children everyone arrived wearing Christmas jumpers, 
which gave us a festive feel. In SEAL, we had kindness week when 
the children had the chance to earn kindness tokens. Our Christmas 
performance ‘Christmas Counts’ was a success, all the children 
worked really hard to learn lines, songs and dance moves. In Lower 
Foundation the children managed to fill the treasure jar up three 
times, so they all got to choose a treat. The topic for next half term 
is Weather, Dark and Light. We have some exciting things planned 
including reading inside a black out tent using torches, using light to 
make a shadow puppet show and making ourselves a weather sta-
tion, giving the children a chance to measure the temperature and 
how much rain falls. 

Year 1 This half term we have continued our learning about The British Isles. We have looked at each of the 4 countries 

that make up the British Isles in depth and are able to name capital cities, describe the flags, name some landmarks and 
visitor attractions and the seas surrounding England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. In English, the texts we have 
read have linked to the British Isles – Katie in Scotland, Nessie, Finn McCool, Non fiction books about Wales. As Christmas 
approached, we read some Christmas and winter based stories. In maths, our focus this half term has been subtraction 
within 10 and place value within 20. In science, we have continued our seasons learning, with a focus on winter. We have 
learnt about hibernation and the changes that occur during the winter months. Mrs Halstead has successfully completed 
her teaching placement in Year 1. We wish her well with her continued teacher training studies. Our topic for next half 
term will be ‘London’s Burning’. We will be learning about the history of The Great Fire of London with a focus on the his-
torical character Samuel Pepys. We will use this as a focus for our writing in English and there will be a heavy emphasis on 
diary writing. In maths, we will develop our addition and subtraction skills using numbers to 20 and use the measure-
ments length and height, weight and volume. In science, we will be starting to learn about different materials. Music will 
have a focus on story time sounds. In RE, we will begin to learn about the Muslim faith by asking; Who is a Muslim and 
what do they believe? In computing, we will begin to learn about coding. 

Pictured above: Foundation with Pudsey 
Bear 
Pictured Below: Foundation at Eureka 

Foundation being creative 



Year 4 This half term Year 4 have been learning 

all about the Vikings. They learnt about the first 
Viking raid at Lindisfarne in 793AD and also about 
how the Vikings lived. They have been reading the 
book ‘How to train your Dragon’ by Cressida Cow-
ell and have written character descriptions, setting 
descriptions and also an explanation text about 
how to look after a dragon. Next half term, Year 4 
will be learning all about Ancient Egypt. They will 
be reading ‘The great Egyptian grave robbery’ by 
Jeff Brown and will be writing diaries, letters and 
descriptions on this. In Science, Year 4’s topic will 
be Living things and their habitats where they will 
be learning about the digestive system and also 
about teeth. 

Y4 Visiting Jorvik & Dig 

Year 5 This half term, Year 5 have 

been learning about the Amazon 
rainforest. They have learnt about 
the different layers of the rainforest 
as well as the differing arguments 
between loggers and tribes in the 
rainforest. Year 5 and 6 took part in 
the Badminton festival and Year 5 
came first! In the new year, Year 5 
will be learning about the history of 
Islamic Civilisations. They will learn 
about learning and living in Baghdad 
and significant Islamic inventions. As 
part of their topic, they will also be 
visiting a local mosque. In science, 
Year 5 will be learning about Earth 
and Space. They will learn about the 
different planets, night and day and 
the movement of the moon. 

Year 3 This half term, Year 3 have continued reading ‘How to wash a Woolly Mammoth’ and have creat-

ed their own products to wash their own woolly mammoths! From the Iron Age, the children moved on to 
learning about the Ancient Romans and how the Roman Empire invaded Britain. Within this topic, year 3 
learnt Roman army routines during PE and have made Roman bread in DT. In English, the children have 
been reading ‘The Owl Tree’ and have thoroughly enjoyed helping Granny Diamond protect her Owl Tree 
against her neighbour, Mr Rock. During this book, the children have written a setting description of Gran-
ny Diamond’s house, a character description of Mr Rock, a balanced argument debating whether the tree 
should be chopped down or not and a diary entry of Granny Diamond’s grandson, Joe. Next half term, 
Year 3 will be starting their new topic, Extreme Earth. During this topic, the children will be exploring the 
different parts of a volcano and causes of an earthquake. To link with their topic, Year 3 will be reading 
‘Escape to Pompeii’ during English and will create different pieces of writing based around the book. On 
the 14th January 2020  there  is a Year 3 Benchball Competition at Horbury Academy.  

Y5 & 6 taking part in the 

Badminton Festival 



January 
Mon 4th   Return to school for Spring 1 Term 

Thurs 9th              Young Voices 

Tues 14th                    Y3 Benchball Afterschool 

Tues 21st    Y5/6 Sports Hall Athletics Afterschool
                       

Tues 28th              Y1/2  Multiskills afterschool  

Thurs 30th     Y4 Assembly to parents 9:15am 

 

February 
Thurs 6th      Y3 Assembly to parents 9:15am 

Tues 11th    Y3 Unihoc Afterschool 

Tues 11th– Weds 12th   Y4 Nell Bank Residential Trip 

Thurs 13th                Break up for half term 

Fri 14th     INSET DAY (school closed to children) 

Mon 24th               Return to school for Spring 2 

 

The winner this half 

term is... 

Year 1  

Year 6 This half term, Year 6 have been reading ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’ and have produced some excellent 

writing based upon this novel. The children have created information leaflets about the current refugee crisis and written 
diary entries from the point of view of a refugee child. In DT, the children have thoroughly enjoyed using their science skills 
(creating circuits) to produce a working Morse Code box to send ‘secret’ messages to one another. In Geography, the chil-
dren have been learning how to use 4 and 6-digit grid references and how these can help us locate a specific point on a 
map. This half term Year 6 participated in the basketball tournament, coming joint 3rd. Along with the rest of KS2, Year 6 
have been preparing for the Christmas concert and what a fantastic success it was! Next half term, Year 6 will be learning 
about the mining community and how the coal mining industry has been a huge part of our local history. They will be read-
ing the book Digging a Hole to Heaven’ by SD Nelson, using this to inspire their own writing. During this term, they will 
study the main parts of the human circulatory system and describe the functions of heart and lungs. In Art, they will study 
the artist LS Lowry and produce some of their own paintings, drawings and sculptures using his style to stimulate their own 
creativity. 

Y5 Christmas Party 
KS2 Christmas Concert 


