
Middlestown Primary Academy: February 2020 

Fundraising 

Thanks to your generosity this term we have 

raised: 

£120.90: Tuck Shop  

 

                                         £96.41: Book  Sale  

This is helping to create our brand new library 

and  purchase new books for the children to 

read.  

£61.58: Bake sale 

Y6 Made a profit of £61.58 from their bun sale 

in order to raise money for their Trip to Robin-

wood 

        Thank you for your continued support! 

A few polite reminders... 

If your child will be absent from school to inform 

the office by 9:30am.  

Parents are not permitted to park in the school 

carpark. This is a staff only carpark.  

Appointment letters/cards must be shown if your 

child has an appointment in school hours. 

Head Of Academy’s Welcome…  Six weeks has flown by yet again and we are starting to see 

signs of spring (thank goodness). A big well done to Year 3 and Year 4 for their fantastic assemblies 

and thank you for joining us to celebrate all the learning that has taken place. I also want to men-

tion the cross-country team and all the children who give up their time to represent the school at 

sporting competitions. The choir also enjoyed an afternoon and evening at Sheffield Arena singing 

with 100s of other children at Young Voices. Some of you may have noticed that we are renovating 

the library and Mrs Byard has been busy painting different book characters on the walls (thank you 

Mrs Byard). There are lots of things to look forward to next half term including trips, residential, the 

Easter service and a range of Easter activities too. Have a lovely half term break!  

Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better… 

Mrs Smith 

When did you start at MPA?   

I started in 2014 but volunteered here a couple of 
years before. 

What do you do at MPA?   

I am a teaching assistant in year 6 and the learning 
mentor for all the children in school. The children 
come to me with any worries or concerns they have. 

What is your favourite thing about your job?  

Coming to work and seeing all the children’s smiling 
faces. There is also a really strong sense of team here. 

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?  

I enjoy watching the rugby with my three boys and 
nights out with my close friends. 

Favourite moment at Middlestown 
so far?  

When I realised, after three years, 
that my photocopying code was my 
date of birth! I also remember 
burning the children’s flapjack and 
having to go to Asda to buy more. 

Favourite food? 

My favourite food is Indian, especially a prawn bhuna. 

 



   Year 2 In English, the children have been looking at the 

features of traditional tales including Goldilocks, Cinderella 
and Red Riding Hood. Through this the children have written 
character descriptions, play scripts and alternative endings 
to the stories. They also wrote factual pieces about space 
and Neil Armstrong. In maths, the children have been learn-
ing about fractions and finding fractions of a number. Please 
keep practising these at home as the children still find them 
tricky. In DT, we have investigated different toy vehicles and 
then went on the design and make our own toy alien cars. 
Next half term we will be learning about the topic ‘On Safa-
ri’ which is linked to the books Rhino’s Horn, The Monkey 
with the Blue Bottom and The Lonely Giraffe. In Geography, 
they will be looking at a map of the world and comparing 
our country with Kenya. We have an exciting trip planned to 
the Yorkshire Wildlife Park to look at some of the ‘safari’ 
animals in a workshop on carnivores. 

       Foundation This half term Foundation have really 

enjoyed the topic Light and Dark and The Weather. The chil-
dren enjoyed lots of stories such as ‘The Night Pirates’ and 
‘Day Monkey Night Monkey ‘. They also enjoyed sequencing 
and re -enacting the stories and did some lovely mark making 
and writing relating to them. The children enjoyed using 
torches in the tent to read books, they also made shadow 
puppets to make up their own stories. The children have also 
spent time this half term exploring The Chinese New Year, 
what it means and how it is celebrated. The Foundation Unit 
also spent lots of time discussion the weather and what 
clothes to wear when its cold. The children especially enjoyed 
the story ‘Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs’, where it 
rained meatballs instead of water. The topic for next half- 
term will be ‘Transport’, the children will be finding out about 
different types of transport and travel. They will also be look-
ing at how Pancake Day and Easter are celebrated. In Foun-
dation we are also holding a sponsored pancake flip to raise 
funds for our outside area  

Year 1 This half term we have been  learning about the Great Fire of London. We have read a number of 

different versions of diaries and then written our own diaries from the view point of Boxton the rat. In history, 
we have put the events of the fire on to timelines and have built some of our own Tudor homes. In science, 
our topic has been materials and we enjoyed investigating which material would be the best to make a new 
rain hat for Barnaby Bear. In DT, we have designed and made bridges linked to the story the 3 Billy Goats Gruff. 
Next half term our topic will be ‘Victorians’. As part of this topic we will be learning old and new objects and 
Queen Elizabeth. To experience what life was like living in a castle, we will be visiting Skipton Castle. 

Y1 building bridges 

Year 2 created their own toy alien cars 



Year 4 This half term Year 4 have been learning all 

about Ancient Egypt. They have learnt about how 
the Egyptians mummified their pharaohs and put 
their internal organs into canopic jars. They have 
been reading the book ‘Flat Stanley: The Great 
Egyptian Grave Robbery by Jeff Brown and have 
written character descriptions, setting descriptions 
and also newspaper report. Next half term, Year 4 
will continue learning about Ancient Egypt. They will 
be reading a non-fiction book all about Tutankha-
mun and learning who he was and how his tomb 
was discovered. In Science, Year 4’s topic will be 
‘Living things and their habitats’ where they will be 
learning about different animals and how you can 
classify them. 

Year 5 This half term, Year 5 have been learning 

about Earth and Space. They have produced some 
fantastic art work of their own interpretation of what 
a galaxy looks like. In English, they have been reading 
the book ‘Cosmic’. They have written poems, re-
searched theme parks and created persuasive leaflets. 
Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 took part in the cross country festi-
val at Horbury Academy. Year 3 girls and Year 4 boy 
were both winners and their teams have been select-
ed to go through to the West Yorkshire Games at 
Temple Newsam in March. Benjamin Mackintosh, 
Cory Jones and Sonny O’Donoghue were also selected 
to go through to the finals as individuals after coming 
first and second in their races. After half term, Year 5 
will continue learning about Early Islamic Civilisations 
as part of their History topic and will be visiting a 
Mosque. They will also have a visit from a planetari-
um as part of their Science topic, Earth and Space. 

Year 3 This half term, Year 3 have been learning about ‘Extreme Earth’. They have explored the layers of the earth 

using the book ‘Street Beneath My Feet’ and the structure of a volcano and what happens when they erupt. They 
have closely researched about Mount Vesuvius in Pompeii and within in English, they have read ‘Escape from Pom-
peii’. Keeping with the earth theme, in science, Year 3 have explored ‘Rocks and Fossils’. This includes learning about 
the different rock types and how they are formed. During this half term, Year 3 have focussed on fractions in maths 
and have used practical methods to explore this (including chocolate!).  Well done to everyone who took part in the 
cross-country event. Year 3 girls managed to come first place and have been put forward to the next round. Some 
Year 3 children have also taken part in a hockey tournament at Horbury Academy so a big well done to the children 
who took part. Next half term, Year 3 will continue with their ‘Extreme Earth’ Geography topic and will explore Earth-
quakes and Tsunamis. Alongside this, Year 3 will be reading ‘Escaping the Giant Wave’ and will complete writing 
about the book. To consolidate our science topic, ‘Rock and Fossils’, Year 3 will visit Magna Science Museum where 
the children will take part in lots of practical activities. School Council have been discussing the charity events that 
will take place next half term. One of which will be Comic Relief. School Council will inform you of the dates these 
events will take place and what we will be doing in school to raise money for charities. 

Year 3 students at the cross 

country festival 

Year 4 & 5 students at the 

cross country festival 



February 

Mon 24th  Return to School 

March 

Mon 2nd  Y5 & 6 Tag Rugby 

Tues 3rd  Parents Evening: 5:00-7:00pm 

                  Y5 & 6 Netball 

Weds 4th  West Yorkshire Cross Country Finals 

  Parents Evening (not Y5): 3:00– 5:00pm 

Thurs 5th  World Book Day 

  Y5 Parents Evening: 3:00– 5:00pm 

Thurs 9th– Fri 13th   Science Week 

Mon 9th– Weds 11th  Y6 Robinwood 

Mon 9th  Y2 Yorkshire Wildlife Trip 

Thurs 12th  New starter meeting LF: 3:30– 4:30pm 

  Y1 & 2 Benchball 

Tues 17th  Individual School Photographs 

Weds 18th  Makaton Assembly to parents 2:45pm 

Thurs 19th  LF Home visits– AM 

  Y4 The Cube 

   

 

The winner this half 

term is... 

Year 5   

Year 6 Year 6 children have been studying the Industrial Revolution and how the landscape of Britain changed 

during this period. They have written arguments whether the Industrial Revolution was a positive event or 
whether it has had detrimental effects on our society today. They have also written as either: a chimney sweep, 
a trapper in the coal mines or a child mill worker, describing the horrendous working conditions that children 
had to endure during these times. In Art, the children have designed a painting based on LS Lowry’s techniques, 
to be completed next half term on a canvas board using acrylic paints. This half term Year 6, along with other 
KS2 year groups, have participated in the pyramid cross country festival, with some children successfully getting 
through to the next round. Next half term year 6 will study how the coal mining industry has played such an in-
fluential part in our local area and they will read: Digging a Hole to Heaven by SD Nelson. In Science, they will be 
studying the human circulatory system, designing and creating their own model of this complex network. 

Y4 enjoying their residential at 
Nell Bank 

Fri 20th  Open Afternoon FS 

Mon 23rd  Y3 Magna Trip 

Thurs 26th     LF Home visits– AM 

  Y5 & 6 The Greatest Dancer  

  Kinetic Theatre  

Fri 27th LF Stay and Play 10– 11am 

Mon 30th LF Stay and Play 1:30– 2:30pm  

April  

Weds 1st  Easter Disco 

Thurs 2nd Bun sale to raise money for foundation 
  outdoor area 

Fri 3rd  Easter Service (FS/KS1: 9:30am,  
   KS2: 10:45am) 

  Break up from school 


