
The Beast Within 

Episode Two - On the trail of the beast 

 

An icy cold shiver swept over Pete’s body as he stared at the footprints.  What on 

earth could it be? A giant grizzly bear? Pete thought for a while and then dismissed 

the idea: it had been a thousand years since bears roamed England - there must be 

some other rational explanation. He followed the footprints to the playground 

where they stopped.  He looked all around but could not see any further tracks. 

A white car - Mr Storm’s - approached the school gates. He saw Pete searching the 

playground and pipped his car horn. Pete turned around startled, as if woken from 

a dream. Mr Storm wound down his car window 

“Is everything okay?” 

“Yes, everything’s fine” Pete replied in a quietly anxious voice. 

The sun was starting to pierce through the mist, revealing the outline of a tree 

laying at the edge of the grass. Pete went to investigate. The roots were mangled, 

and the tree looked as if it had been wrenched out of the ground – as if it were 

only a twig. Only something with immense strength could have done this! Suddenly 

he heard footsteps approaching behind him; he felt the hairs on the back of his 

neck stand up; an icy sweat formed on his brow. 

Instinctively, he spun round to face what? Mr Storm was standing there. Smiling. 

“Hi?” the teacher said, pondering the superintendent’s anxious face. 

“You look like you’ve seen a ghost. What’s happened here? The weather forecast 

didn’t mention anything about gales.” 

Pete stammered out “N-n-n-no…” starting to remember how he had been 

awakened early, not by gales, but by the sound of dogs barking and howling - it 

was a bark like he’d never heard before, a bark signalling fear. 

“You’ll have to get some help clearing up this mess,” said Mr Storm as he turned 

and walked toward his classroom, absorbed in thinking of his plans for the day. 

Pete wondered what force would be needed to break a tree from its roots. He tried 

to drag the tree to one side, but it wouldn’t budge. He gave up and wondered if he 

should have told Mr Storm about the bins and the footprint.  He hadn’t wanted to 

make a fuss when there was probably a simple explanation – but what on earth 

could it be? 

There was a shriek from the kitchen: “Pete!”  He ran over; the cook came out. 

“We’ve had a break in! Look there’s a broken window and see what a mess they’ve 

made: two dozen eggs over the floor and look at these big scratches on the 

worktops. There’s muck all over the place!”  

Pete looked down at the floor and saw that it wasn’t just mud – these were 

footprints… The same footprints he had seen in the science garden! 



Comprehension – The Beast Within: Episode 2 

 

1. ‘There must be some other rational explanation’ 

Which word is closest in meaning to ‘rational’? Tick one. 

 

unrealistic     sensible 

 

illogical     generous 

 

2. Find and copy a word that describes the state of the tree roots: 

__________________________ 

 

3. Tick ‘true’ or ‘false’ for the following statements and find evidence in the text to 

back up your choice. 

 True False Evidence 

The roots were too heavy for 

someone to move 

   

Mr Harrow felt scared when 

someone approached him from 

behind. 

   

A different creature had broken into 

the school kitchen.  

   

Mr Harrow had been woken up by 

the wind. 

   

 

4. Why does Mr Harrow remember the howling in the night? Tick the best answer. 

 

it made him tired   he realised he had woken earlier than usual 

 

the animal was scaring him  he wanted to tell Mr Storm about it 

 

 

Answer these questions in full sentences in your Home Workbooks: 

 

5. Why does Mr Storm sound his car horn? (1 mark) 

6. Why is Mr Harrow worried about what is happening at the school? (2 marks) 

7. Why do you think that the writer has not revealed the creature to the reader yet? 

(2 marks) 

8. “The weather forecast didn’t mention anything about gales.” Why did Mr Storm 

think that the mess was caused by a gale? Use evidence from the text in your 

answer. (2 marks) 

9. “Pete thought for a while and then dismissed the idea.” What does it mean if Pete 

‘dismissed’ the idea, and why did he do that? (2 marks) 

10. Find and copy two pieces of evidence from the text that show that Pete Harrow 

was scared/worried about what he had find. (2 marks) 


