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Mark schemes

 

1.       

1 mark

2

 .

2.       Award 1 mark for both (was) nervous and (even more) determined underlined and no others.

1 mark

3.       Award 2 marks for all 4 statements correctly numbered and 1 mark for 2 or 3 correctly
numbered.

 

Impala doe lies down covering the baby impala.  

Impala doe encourages baby impala to stand.  

Baby impala rolls down bank of dried-up river bed.  

Animals begin to flee from the approaching fire.  

Baby impala falls down wart hog hole.  

up to 2 marks

1 mark

4.       

5.      (a)     Award 1 mark for reference to fire / flames.

1 mark

(b)     Award 1 mark for responses which recognise the threat implied by the word terror, eg:

•        ‘the terror’ seems more dramatic than ‘the fire’ or ‘the flames’,

•        ‘terror’ makes you think that something really bad is going to happen;

•        it’s making it sound very frightening and it may harm them;

•        because terror describes horror and means scary.
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          Also, award 1 mark for answers which explain that the writer is suggesting an instinctive
reaction on the part of the animals / taking the animals’ point of view, eg:

•        because it is a terror to the animals;

•        it shows that they didn’t know what it was but they just ran anyway;

•        the word terror means worried and frightened and that’s what the animals were when
there was a fire;

•        they don’t know what fire is, all they know is that it causes terror.

          Do not accept:

–       very general responses, eg: because the fire was a danger / to create
suspense and make you read on;

–       responses based on the word ‘terror’, eg: because fire is terrifying;

–       imprecise explanations, eg: terror means horrified.

1 mark

6.       Award 1 mark for answers which explain that the baby impala did not know what was happening
/ about the danger associated with fire because he was so young.

Award 1 mark for recognition, which may be implicit, that the baby’s lack of fear meant that
escape was harder for the impala doe, eg:

•        this means he didn’t really understand. ( 1 mark)

•        he is a baby and doesn’t know about danger. It is important because if he knew what was
going to happen he wouldn’t just lie there. ( 2 marks)

•        it means he doesn’t know what fear is and what fire is so if he doesn’t know why would he
be afraid? It is important because he slows his mother down and that is one of the points of
the story. (2 marks)

up to 2 marks

7.       Award 1 mark for answers which recognise that the hesitation indicates that the doe has a
dilemma, eg:

•        she was thinking about what to do;

•        she wants to live but is scared.

Award 2 marks for answers which explain the situation faced by the doe of whether to escape to
safety or to return to the fawn, eg:

•        she didn’t know whether to rescue her baby or to escape herself.
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Award 3 marks for answers which explain the situation faced by the doe and also include the
sense of the doe’s terrible dilemma, eg:

•        she felt very nervous because she didn’t know whether to leave the little baby to die or to
stay with him;

•        the impala doe was so scared about the fire she was contemplating leaving her newborn
baby and going on to save her own life;

•        she wasn’t sure whether she should go on running, leaving the baby behind and almost
securing her own safety or whether she should shield the baby impala from the flames. She
must have been very scared because she was staring death in the face.

up to 3 marks

8.       Award 1 mark for responses which focus on the doe’s agility, eg:

•        the doe was very graceful;

•        it was a spectacular leap;

•        the leap was magnificent.

Award 2 marks for responses which recognise the effectiveness of beautiful in acknowledging
the doe’s selflessness in returning to the fawn, eg:

•        the doe was returning to save the baby impala;

•        she was risking her life for the baby;

•        it shows she cared;

•        because the action she took was beautiful. She chose to try and save her baby’s life.

up to 2 marks

9.       Award 1 mark for any one of:

–     (the) danger had passed;

–     (the) flames had gone;

–     (a) welcome breath of air.

1 mark
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10.     Award 1 mark for any of the following points, to a maximum of 3 marks:

–     gradual involvement of more and larger creatures as the fire gets nearer;

–     how the animals sense the approaching fire or are unable to move away;

–     how the actions of the animals show fear, such as whimpering, nipping, barking;

–     suggestion of haste / rush, such as animals fleeing;

–     predators ignoring their prey;

–     aspects of the fire such as thickening smoke, approaching flames, vague smell of burning;

–     use of specific vocabulary such as fled, alarm, approaching flames, furiously.

Eg:

•        by saying that the animals are fleeing in their hundreds and thousands; (1 mark)

•        it says the smoke came out of nowhere from the north; (1 mark)

•        the way everything is calm then the animals are barking and running, whimpering. It is very
noisy and how everything just rushes and the impala doe is left alone nervously with her
baby; (2 marks)

•        all the animals were running away trying to go from the danger. There was also a smell of
burning so that meant the fire was coming closer. The fire was two miles away so it was
burning a lot of things; (2 marks)

•        he starts with the insects and small animals and then a whole lot of animals come running
out but the impala doe and her baby are just stuck there while the fire comes nearer and
nearer; (3 marks)

•        he builds it up as at first, only the little creatures start to flee. Then the bigger ones. Finally,
all the predators and large animals start to flee. He also includes smells, sights and
sounds, and adds feelings of terror, such as ‘There was a vague smell of burning covering
the whole landscape’ and ‘only those unable to run stayed to wait for the terror’.  (3 marks)

Do not accept quotations without any interpretation.

up to 3 marks
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