
The Titanic

Part 2 – the sinking



The Titanic, the biggest ship in the world, was 
said to be too strong to sink. 

She was unsinkable – or so they believed!!





When it set sail across the Atlantic Ocean, it had 2,224 
passengers on board. It only had 16 lifeboats which could only 
hold 1,708 people. The White Star Line knew they should have had 
more lifeboats but they didn’t want the decks to look to cluttered 

and spoil the look of the ship.



By the 14th of April, Titanic was in the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean. The weather was clear. That night, the stars glistened against 

the cold, dark sky.

Shortly before midnight, 
a sailor spotted 

something out in front 
of the ship. He couldn’t 
really see it but he 

knew it could only be 
one thing – an 

iceberg!

An Iceberg is a huge piece of floating ice. It is much bigger beneath the 
water than it is on top. It can really damage a ship if it crashes into it.



It was too late for the Titanic to turn away and it hit the iceberg. The 
iceberg ripped a huge hole in the side of the ship and the lower parts 

of the ship began to fill with icy water.

The nose of the Titanic began to disappear beneath the water. The stern, or 
the back of the ship began to rise high into the air. In a few hours the ship 
would sink. The crew set off flares to let other ships know that it needed 

help.



Sailors on other ships saw 
the flares but thought they 

were fireworks set off 
during a party on the ship 

so they sailed on by.

The Titanic crew began trying to 
save people. Some had come out 
on deck when the ship hit the 

iceberg, but many were still below 
deck. They didn’t think there was 

anything to worry about. 

The band began to 
play music to calm 
the passengers.



The sailors began to put people in the lifeboats. 
Women and children went first. But there was not 

enough lifeboats for everybody on board. Also, in the 
panic of the sinking, some lifeboats were lowered into 

the water with empty seats. 

By the time all the 
lifeboats had been 
lowered, there were 
still 1,500 people on 

board.



By 2.00 a.m. the passengers still on the 
sinking ship heard a terrible sound. 

The Titanic was ripping apart!

People started to jump off the ship into the icy water. The 
Titanic had disappeared beneath the Atlantic Ocean by 2.20 

a.m. on the 15th of April 1912.



The Titanic sank 2 miles to the bottom
of the Atlantic Ocean. Most of it’s 

passengers and crew died. Captain 
Smith went down with his ship.

The people who were in the lifeboats 
were rescued by another ship called 

the Carpathia.

Nobody knew where in the 
Atlantic Ocean the Titanic 
was. It was not found until 

71 years after it sank.




