
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
28th August 2020  
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Opening Arrangements for pupils in all year groups from September 2020 
 
I hope you have all had a lovely summer.  I know that the staff are looking forward to returning to school and I hope the children 
are too.  I can now give you more details about the reopening of Middlestown Primary Academy and make our expectations clear 
to ensure the safety of the children, parents and staff.   
 
Parents/carers will be aware of the Government guidance in relation to the safe re-opening in September of schools to all year 
groups on a full-time basis. The Government are also likely to release further information over the 
coming weeks. Parents/carers are encouraged to visit gov.uk/backtoschool for information and practical guidance to help them 
plan for their children’s return to school. This includes the latest guidance for parents and carers on what they need to know about 
early years providers, schools and colleges for the autumn term.  The academy is, and will continue to monitor all Government 
guidance and will provide a further health & safety update for parents/carers and pupils as and when this may be required.   
 
It is imperative that everybody follows the new arrangements put in place so that collectively we can continue to minimise the 
risks for all children, parents and staff at Middlestown. 
 
The following list of bullet points provides absolute clarity on our expectations.  An extensive risk assessment has been conducted, 
and detailed planning and preparation has been completed.  These key points are essential and should be followed at all times: 
 

• Your child must only attend school if they are 100% fit and well. In the past, we have supported parents sending children 

into school to establish a level of resilience to emerging symptoms, however this now cannot happen as the health and 

safety of all the children and staff is a key priority. 

• If your child becomes unwell whilst at school, they will be isolated away from all of the other children in their group and 

you will be contacted immediately.  Please ensure that your contact details are up to date.  We expect that you make 

arrangements to pick your child up straight away. 

• Children must wear school uniform (please see uniform letter sent out previously) including black school shoes. Summer 

uniform can still be worn (weather permitting).  

• Children should not wear lace up shoes unless they can fasten them themselves. 

• Children must bring their school water bottle (clearly labelled with their name) to school every day. 

• Book bags can now be brought into school and reading books will be sent home daily.  When you have heard your child 

read, please write in the reading record and send it back into school with the reading book.  Book bags and reading books 

should be in school every day. 

• Sun hats and coats can also be sent into school and children will be given their own peg in the class cloakroom. 

• Please apply sun cream before school (if necessary), as we do not want bottles of sun cream in school. 

• If you need to contact the school office, this can only be done via email or telephone call.  We will not be inviting 

parents/carers into school during the autumn term (unless it is to collect a poorly child, or there is an extreme and/or 

unanticipated circumstance requiring us to invite you in).  

• Please do not send cash into school - payments must be paid through Scopay. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

 

• Please observe two metre social distancing on the playground when dropping off and picking up your child. We would 

appreciate all parents moving off site once their child is safely in school. 

• Please encourage your child to line up ready for school on the coloured dots when it is their start time. 

• We appreciate that family circumstances may have changed over recent times. Should you need any further information 

in relation to Free School Meals, please find relevant information here: https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-

children/free-school-meals.   

• All children will be class groups in line with Government guidance and these groups will be known as class ‘bubbles’.  

• Each class bubble in school will have staggered start and end times, and staggered break and lunch times. 

• Arrangements for lunch do vary for the autumn term: 

o UF and KS1 (Y1 and Y2) children will receive a hot school dinner.   

o LF must bring a packed lunch.   

o KS2 (Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6) have the option of having a hot school dinner or bringing their own packed lunch.  Please 

pay for dchool dinners on Scopay. 

• As detailed in my letter of 15th July, unfortunately, we are unable to offer wraparound provision from the start of term 

in September.  The government guidelines suggest that mixing children outside of their designated groups should not 

take place so this is the reason why we are unable to offer this at this time.  We will keep this under review and are 

committed to offering wraparound care again as soon as it is considered safe to do so. 

• Children will sanitize their hands before entering and leaving school and through out the day.  There are also hand 

sanitizing stations throughout school and in classrooms.  Cleaning staff will also be onsite all day to clean the communal 

areas in school. 

• Swimming will not take place during the first half term.  PE lessons will be twice weekly and children should bring their 

PE bag into school, with full kit including shoes, and leave it in school. 

 

In order to minimise contact between groups and to maximise social distancing, we will be operating staggered start and finish 
times.  The times for each year group can be seen in the table below. 
 

Year Group 
 

Start Time Finish Time Entrance/Exit 

LF 8:45am 
12:15pm 

11:45am 
3:15pm 

Centre X door accessed 
through main car park 

UF 
 

8:50am 3:15pm EYFS ramp and door 

1 
 

8:55am 3:20pm KS1 door 

2 
 

8:45am 3:10pm KS1 door 

3 
 

9:05am 3:30pm KS1 ramp and door 

4 
 

8:45am 3:10pm KS2 ramp and door 

5 
 

8:55am 3:20pm KS2 ramp and door 

6 
 

9:05am 3:30pm KS2 ramp and door 

   
It is imperative that you adhere to the start and finish times for the class your child is in to reduce crowding on the playground.  
Children must enter and leave school through their designated door and not use the front main door. Parents must observe two 
meter social distancing when dropping off or picking up their child. 

https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/free-school-meals
https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/free-school-meals


 

 

The first week back will look as follows: 
 

Monday 7th September (Inset Day)  School closed for staff training 
 

Tuesday 8th September School open for the following year groups only 
UF 
Year 2 
Year 4 
Year 6 

Wednesday 9th September School open for the following year groups only 
LF (although our new LF children have been given staggered 
start days so please refer to the letter sent in July for your 
specific day). 
Year 1 
Year 3 
Year 5 

Thursday 10th September School open for all year groups 
 

 
I hope this letter provides you sufficient detail in response to the questions you may have as well as providing you with the 
expectations and arrangements for re-opening Middlestown Primary Academy to all our children.  A following letter of Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs) will be sent out next week. 
  
I look forward to seeing you in September after the summer holidays.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Hannah Young 
Head of Academy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 


