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…And we’re back!!
It’s been a pleasure to welcome staff and pupils back on to our academy sites and now that we’ve fully reopened,
we’re working to ensure that all parents and carers feel informed.
With this in mind, we’ve produced a series of frequently asked questions which you can find on the letters page of
your academy website.

In addition to our FAQs, we also ask that you continue to refer to the parent guidance provided by the Department of
Education at https://www.gov.uk/backtoschool

OUR FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES
The safety of pupils and
staff is paramount,
including the
consideration of the
emotional and physical
health implications
arising from the
pandemic and a return
to the academy.

This is a national crisis that is
affecting people’s lives in
countless ways. Continuing to
be supportive and
compassionate to pupils, staff,
families and communities in
our response is vitally
important.

We must maintain
the confidence of
parents in order to
be successful in
transitioning pupils
back in to the
academy.

It is important that
we continue to
strive to provide all
pupils with positive
learning
experiences, either
on-site, and/or
remotely.

A few reminders
Pupils must only attend school if they and members of their household do not have COVID-19
related symptoms.
Wear full school uniform – PE kit is permitted to be worn in place of uniform in days where
pupils have PE.
Arrive to school and leave to go home at the designated time.
Use a sanitiser to disinfect hands on entering and leaving school and each lesson within the day.
Wash hands with soap regularly during the day.
Avoid physical contact at all times. No hugs, shaking hands etc.
In the classroom, sit in the same place as directed by the teacher at all times. Do not move the
table or chair.
Maintain a safe distance from others, as much as possible, between lessons, using the floor
marking where appropriate, especially when moving around the academy.
Do not share belongings (stationery, food etc) with others.

National updates
Keep informed about the government’s response to coronavirus.
gov.uk/coronavirus
Check out the latest health information and advice.
nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19

Primary Roundup

Virtual Open Evenings
We’re currently working behind the scenes on a virtual Open Evening, to include a
tour of our secondary academies, plus Accord Sixth Form College, and an
introduction to key staff. Year 6 and Year 11 pupils and parents/carers will find out
more about our plans in the coming weeks… so stay tuned!

Wraparound care
Look out for communications about our wraparound care at both Horbury and
Middlestown Primary Academy, due to start on Monday (21 September 2020).

Alleviating anxiety
All children and young people get anxious at times and we all have different levels
of stress that we can cope with. If you feel your child could benefit from some help
to manage their anxiety, take a look at Young Minds’ website which has some great
tips and advice on the topic.

Stay safe
online

National Online Safety is
offering a free online
safety course for parents
and carers, taking you
through online safety risks
for each age group and
how to tackle them.
The course aims to
provide an:
understanding of how
younger children are
introduced to the
online world

introduction to the
most popular apps for
this age group
understanding of the
risks around
On-Demand and video
apps, and steps you as
parents can take to
tackle them.

School leaders

Big well done!

Year 6 candidates have been busy creating their videos this week for
the Head Boy and Head Girl elections, taking place next week….
We’ll let you know how they got on in next week’s edition!

Our primary
academies wanted to
say a big well done to
pupils and staff who
have settled really
well into their new
classes and the new
ways of working….

Keeping fit and healthy
Middlestown Primary have created a new daily mile track on their
playground and pupils have been really keen to complete the full
eight laps to finish the full mile!

Making a difference
We’ve heard some inspiring stories of different lockdown charity
fundraisers, from runs and bake sales to wild flower sales and we’re
extremely proud of your efforts!

Well done everyone!

Secondary Roundup

Virtual Open Evenings
We’re currently working behind the scenes on a virtual Open Evening, to include a
tour of our secondary academies, plus Accord Sixth Form College, and an
introduction to key staff. Year 6 and Year 11 pupils and parents/carers will find out
more about our plans in the coming weeks… so stay tuned!

Sexual Health Week
During Sexual Health Week this week, Spectrum CIC has been spotlighting
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE). RSE is now mandatory in schools across
England and we believe that everyone has the right to learn about relationships
and sex education in a safe and supportive environment, where they feel able to
ask questions and seek support. Year 9 pupils will engage in their compulsory RSE
lessons with Spectrum in the summer term.
For more information visit www.sexual-health.co.uk.

Not in Education Employment or Training
(NEET) Event - Thursday 24th September 1pm - 5pm
This Connexions event, aimed at young people aged 16 to 18, will focus on current
vacancies available in training, education, apprenticeships and employment as well as
job search support with CV and interview tips. Advisors will be online, on both Twitter
and Facebook, to answer any questions and offer advice and guidance. Simply use
the hashtag #WakefieldYoungPeople

Stay safe
online

National Online Safety is
offering a free online
safety course for parents
and carers, taking you
through online safety risks
for each age group and
how to tackle them.
The course aims to
provide an:
understanding of how
younger children are
introduced to the
online world

introduction to the
most popular apps for
this age group
understanding of the
risks around
On-Demand and video
apps, and steps you as
parents can take to
tackle them.

A big shout out!
Well done to Horbury Academy’s Beth, Kaitlin and Eva who claimed 1st, 2nd
and 3rd place in Horbury Breakthrough Project’s photography competition
with these fabulous snaps!...

Beth

A special thanks

Kaitlin

Pupils at Horbury Academy were thrilled
to receive a thank you letter from Inwood
House Residential Home in response to
the letters they wrote during lockdown!
We’re thrilled to hear that the letters put
a smile on residents’ faces!

Eva

Ossett’s Got
Talent!
Well done…and good luck
(!) …to one of Ossett’s
newest pupils, Emma, who
performed as a semifinalist of Britain's Got
Talent, with her dance
group, The Coven!
Emma is awaiting the
results of their last
performance which may
well see them through to
the final!!

Looking After
Yourself

Rule of six
The rule of six came into effect this week to tackle coronavirus. This rule applies across indoor and
outdoor settings, with police able to disperse gatherings of over six people and fine individuals
involved.

Hands. Face. Space
The ‘Hands. Face. Space’ campaign urges people to continue to
wash their hands, cover their face and make space to control
infection rates and avoid a second peak.

Washing your hands
Coronavirus can live for more than 24 hours in indoor environments.
Washing your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or
using hand sanitizer, regularly throughout the day will reduce the risk
of catching or passing on the virus.

Covering your face
Coronavirus is carried in the air by tiny respiratory droplets that carry
the virus. Larger droplets can land on other people or on surfaces
they touch while smaller droplets, called aerosols, can stay in the air
indoors for at least 5 minutes, and often much longer if there is no
ventilation. Face coverings reduce the dispersion of these droplets,
meaning if you’re carrying the virus you’re less likely to spread it when
you exhale.

Making space
Transmission of the virus is most likely to happen within 2 metres, with risk increasing exponentially at shorter
distances. While keeping this exact distance isn’t always possible, remaining mindful of surroundings and
continuing to make space has a powerful impact when it comes to containing the spread.

Face masks
Face masks are currently not compulsory across your academy
Pupils should have access to a face mask and be prepared to wear this at short notice.
Should a pupil choose to wear a face mask, face mask hygiene and safe wearing protocols must be followed.
A face mask must be worn when you are on public transport and when you are in shops.

Should you choose to wear a face mask…
Your face covering should:
Cover your nose and mouth allowing you to
breathe comfortably
Fit securely against the face
Be made of a material you find comfortable to
wear
Ideally include at least two layers of fabric
If not disposable, be washed with other
laundry items regularly and the highest
temperature possible.

Coronavirus and mental health
If you’re worried about the impact of coronavirus on your mental health, you’re not alone.
The COVID-19 pandemic is a new and uncertain time for all of us, so it’s only natural that it will affect our mental
health in different ways. To address this, Young Minds has created some tips, advice and guidance on how to
keep mentally healthy and where to access support during this difficult time.
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