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Together for better
As a Trust we’ve started to talk about plans to raise money for Children in Need,
taking place on November 13th.
Our academy staff and pupils are coming up with some great ideas which we’ll be
in touch about shortly, including;
•

name the bear

•

penalty shoot-out

•

sports activities

•

sponsored read

•

Pudsey accessories

•

bake sale

•

art and literacy competition.

Stay safe online

National stats suggest that 5 to
15-year-olds now spend up to
15 hours a week online....That’s
more than two whole days at
school!
Online safety is paramount, so,
check out National Online
Safety's free guides for parents
& carers, providing top tips and
advice here.

….Stay tuned for more from your academy!

Pigeon patrol
Eagle-eyed (….or is that pigeon-eyed..??)
Horbury Academy staff and pupils were treated
to a lovely sight this week when their resident
nesting Wood Pigeon was preparing her chicks
to fledge!

Continuous
development

Those who want to strengthen
their CV, explore a new interest
or prepare for their future career
can find some great, free courses
here.
Courses include practical maths,
computer essentials, personal
growth and well-being,
professional development,
business and finance, computer
science and digital design and
marketing.

Take a virtual tour of our academies...
Watch a welcome speech
from our Principals...
Listen to what our pupils like
best about their school...
Hear from our
Curriculum Lead Teachers...
Read some FAQs....and much more!

www.exploreossett.org
www.explorehorbury.org

A few reminders
Secondary pupils must wear a face covering during any indoor transition between classrooms and
corridors and during any indoor social times, unless they are exempt.
Pupils must only attend school if they and members of their household do not have COVID-19
related symptoms.
Wear full school uniform – PE kit is permitted to be worn in place of uniform on days where pupils
have PE.
Arrive to school and leave to go home at the designated time.
Use a sanitiser to disinfect hands on entering and leaving school and each lesson within the day.
Wash hands with soap regularly during the day.
Avoid physical contact at all times. No hugs, shaking hands etc.
In the classroom, sit in the same place as directed by the teacher at all times. Do not move the table
or chair.
Maintain a safe distance from others, as much as possible, between lessons, using the floor
markings where appropriate, especially when moving around the academy.
Do not share belongings (stationery, food etc) with others.

National updates
Keep informed about the Government’s response to Coronavirus.

gov.uk/coronavirus
Check out the latest health information and advice.

nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19

Primary Roundup

Well done to Middlestown Primary who raised £211.10 for World Mental Health Day!

Wheely well done!!
Undeterred by the weather, Middlestown Primary’s Year 6
have had a great week in Bikeability, passing levels 1 and
2 with flying colours!
Bikeability is a cycle training programme in which pupils
gain practical skills and an understanding of how to cycle
safely on roads.

Autumn days
Over at Horbury Primary this week, Reception children
have been exploring the season of Autumn.
Sammy squirrel collected conkers which pupils helped
him to count and pupils took part in an Autumn walk!
Look at their findings (to the right) and if you look closely
enough, you might even spot Sammy!

Do you know
who's talking to
your child online?
West Yorkshire Police, the
NSPCC and partners are
encouraging parents and carers
to have a five-minute chat with
their children to keep them safe
online.
A quick discussion with young
people about the sites and apps
they’re using and the people
they are talking to online, could
help protect them from any
potential cyber criminals.
People may
not always be
who they say
they are. You
can find out
more here.

50 things to do
before you're 5!
Wakefield Council has
launched a fantastic new app
to inspire family days out,
with a section specially
adapted to account for any
social restrictions due to
Covid-19.
'50 things to do before
you're 5' suggests activities
that parents and carers
can support their children to
try out to further their learning
and language development.
Find out more here.

Secondary Roundup

Guide to Remote Learning
As a Trust, we've produced a Guide to Remote Learning which details how pupils can
access SharePoint and Teams from home, should the need arise - even if it's just to
revisit lesson material to gain a better understanding. There's a step by step guide to
logging on successfully and navigating around. Find out more here (for Horbury) or
here (for Ossett).
If you're experiencing any issues with access to Teams, please contact the school via
enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org / enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org.

Half term fun!

With October half term
around the corner, Horbury
Breakthrough Youth Project
has arranged some fun
activities. Given the necessary
restrictions in place, numbers
are limited. To book a place
or find out more contact
admin@breakthru-youth.co.uk

Introducing Horbury's Senior Prefects!
Well done to everyone who put themselves forward to be Horbury's Head Prefects!
The votes have now been counted and we can confirm that the new senior prefects
are.....
Head Boy: Harry Hibbins

Head Girl: Sophie Clucas

Deputies: Mitchell Kattenberg, Emily Hall, Emma Cheverton & Amy Lovett Johnson.
Good luck to Ossett Academy applicants whose interviews are next week!

Positive Recognition Week
It’s Positive Recognition Week next week at Ossett Academy where staff hope to be
sending out plenty of electronic postcards via MCAS and awarding some gold star
badges!

LitFest

14-25 year olds who love all
things literature are invited to
take part in Wakefield Council’s
LitFest!

Whatever your interests and
experience, there’s something
for everyone.
Find out about the events
running this Autumn here.

Help with those big decisions…
Make the Future Yours!

This publication aims to be an informative, impartial resource for young people and their
parents/carers looking for inspiration or advice on future career and work-related choices. Find
out more here.

Accord Sixth Form College Virtual Open Evening
In Year 11 and
considering your options,
post-16? Fancy A-Levels,
BTECs, or even a mix of
both, in a supportive
environment with
excellent success rates?...
Then look no further!..
You’ll be able to find out
all about us at our virtual
www.accordsixth.co.uk
Hope to see you soon!

A little reminder…

Ossett and Horbury Academy are both proudly supporting The Resource food bank at Christ Church
South Ossett. From now until October half term, pupils can drop off items each morning as they
enter the academy. If you're able to donate, here are some suggested items 👇

Looking After
Yourself

High alert level
This week, our district's Local COVID Alert
Level was identified as high.
To address this, local restrictions were put
in place which we must adhere to in order
to reduce the spread of the virus.

In order to better understand what these
restrictions mean for us, take a look at this
useful poster.
Further information can be found on
Wakefield Council's website here.

Recognising symptoms
This handy guide compares the symptoms
of coronavirus against symptoms of a cold
and flu.
If your child develops symptoms of COVID19, they must not attend the academy.
Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for
testing and this can be arranged here or by
calling 119.
Household members must also isolate in
line with guidance when any member of
the household has symptoms.
Further information around isolating is
available here.

Hands. Face. Space
The ‘Hands. Face. Space’ campaign urges people to continue to
wash their hands, cover their face and make space to control
infection rates and avoid a second peak.

Washing your hands
Coronavirus can live for more than 24 hours in indoor environments.
Washing your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or
using hand sanitizer, regularly throughout the day will reduce the risk
of catching or passing on the virus.

Covering your face
Coronavirus is carried in the air by tiny respiratory droplets that carry
the virus. Larger droplets can land on other people or on surfaces
they touch while smaller droplets, called aerosols, can stay in the air
indoors for at least 5 minutes, and often much longer if there is no
ventilation. Face coverings reduce the dispersion of these droplets,
meaning if you’re carrying the virus you’re less likely to spread it when
you exhale.

Making space
Transmission of the virus is most likely to happen within 2 metres, with risk increasing exponentially at shorter
distances. While keeping this exact distance isn’t always possible, remaining mindful of surroundings and
continuing to make space has a powerful impact when it comes to containing the spread.

Face masks
Face masks are now compulsory at Horbury Academy, Ossett Academy and Accord Sixth Form College during
any indoor transition between classrooms and corridors, and during any indoor social times unless you’re exempt.
Pupils should have access to a face mask and be prepared to wear this at short notice.
Face mask hygiene and safe wearing protocols must be followed.
A face mask must be worn when you are on public transport and when you are in shops.

When wearing a face covering
Your face covering should:
Cover your nose and mouth allowing you to
breathe comfortably
Fit securely against your face
Be made of a material you find comfortable to
wear
Ideally include at least two layers of fabric
If not disposable, be washed with other laundry
items regularly and the highest temperature
possible.

Coronavirus and mental health
If you’re worried about the impact of Coronavirus on your mental health, you’re not alone.
The COVID-19 pandemic is a new and uncertain time for all of us, so it’s only natural that it will affect our mental
health in different ways. To address this, Young Minds has created some tips, advice and guidance on how to
keep mentally healthy and where to access support during this difficult time.
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