
 

 

 
 
 
8th October 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 
Autumn 1 Update 
 
The first half term is flying by and it will be half term before we know it.  The children continue to amaze me with how 
they have adapted to the new ways of working and it has become the new normal.  They follow the routines and safety 
guidelines, that we have put in place, with maturity and diligence.   
 
As you are aware, we continue to use Microsoft Teams and Seesaw to share homework and spellings.  We want the 
children to continue to use this in case they ever have to work from home again as well as saving paper and being 
environmentally friendly.  Ossett and Horbury Academies continue to use Microsoft Teams so I think it is important 
that the children do not lose these skills.   
 
I know that some of you have been worrying about the children regressing with not being in school for such a long 
time.  I wanted to reassure you that the teachers are busy assessing any gaps in learning from last year as well as 
moving the children on in their new learning.  In general, the children have worked hard while they were at home and 
the teachers have been impressed with what they have still remembered.  Hearing your child read, helping them learn 
their spellings and completing the maths homework continues to be important.  We have always tried to hear the 
children read 2, 3 and sometimes 4 times a week through the help of volunteer readers in school.  We care unable to 
have visitors in school at the moment but staff are trying to hear the children read as much as possible.  Reading is a 
vital skill so please continue to do this at home. 
 
We are also trying to make sure that the children experience a broad and balanced curriculum as well as some of the 
fun things they look forward to.  On Friday, we will be wearing yellow for Mental Health Awareness, we will still be 
collecting harvest donations at a later date and the children will still get to go to the Halloween Disco (which I know 
they always enjoy).  Information about this has already been sent out so please do pay on ScoPay for your child’s ticket 
ASAP.   
 
The staff are also looking ahead to Christmas and how we can still celebrate this in school but in a safe way.  The build 
up to Christmas is so exciting in school and we want the children to experience this like they normally would. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  Please email or phone the school if you have any further questions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Hannah Young 
Head of Academy 


