Middlestown Primary Academy: October 2020
Head Of Academy’s Welcome…
I am so glad that we were still able to have the Halloween Disco for the children to enjoy. They
looked great in their costumes, masks and face paints. A big thank you to those children who entered the paper plate competition. The different ideas that the children come up with never cease
to amaze me. It was so difficult to choose the winners! I hope that you enjoyed seeing the Harvest
poems and songs that the children created for you. These were available to view on Teams or Seesaw. We continue to add bedtime stories on Seesaw as well as phonic recaps for the younger children.

Fundraising

Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better…
Mrs Sholi

Thanks to your generosity this half term

When did you start at MPA?

we raised £201.10 on HelloYellow Day

I started at MPA in 2013.

for the YoungMinds charity.

What do you do at MPA?
I teach Year 1, lead the curriculum and lead geography
and history.
What is your favourite thing about your job?
My favourite thing about my job is when the children
have that ‘lightbulb’ moment and everything they have
been learning finally clicks.
What do you enjoy doing outside of school?
Outside of school , I love eating chocolate, going for long
walks and going to the cinema.

A few polite reminders…

Favourite moment at Middlestown
so far?

Please make sure your child is dropped off
and picked up from school at the correct
time.

My favourite moment at Middlestown is from 2017 when I was running the school council. That year we
raised £3200 for various charities.

If your child will be absent from school to
inform the office by 9:30am.
Appointment letters/cards must be shown
if your child has an appointment in school
hours.

Favourite food?
My favourite food is custard! Until I
was 22, I thought that custard was
banana flavoured and I would never
eat it! It is now my favourite food!

Lower Foundation Lower Foundation have had a fantastic half term. The children have all shown great enthusiasm for our Ourselves and Bodies topic and loved learning about families and how they are different from one another.
We also discussed at length their likes and dislikes and found out about our senses. The children have also loved finding
out about Autumn, exploring how the seasons change and what happens to the leaves and how some animals hibernate
in Autumn. In English, they have explored the stories; Rainbow Fish, Peppa Pigs Birthday, Spots Birthday, The listening
Walk and Every Little Thing. In maths, the children worked hard counting objects and joining in with number rhymes and
comparing sizes. The children in Lower Foundation have settled so well back in school. They are behaving beautifully and
joining in with all the different routines, they are all being so kind to each other and enjoying all the activities. Our topic
for next half- term in Lower Foundation will be ‘Space’, we will be finding out about different planets and sharing stories
about aliens. We will also be exploring festivals, bonfire night and the festival of light, Diwali. Leading up to Christmas we
will be creating our own Christmas decorations, cards and wring our letters to Santa, we will talk about Christmas and the
Christmas Story.

Upper Foundation This half term we have been
learning about ‘Ourselves’ as well as learning the new rules and
routines that come with being in Upper Foundation. We have also
learnt about the Harvest Festival, Black History Month and All Hallows Eve (Halloween). In English, we have read Starting School, Mr
Tick the Teacher, Avocado Baby, The Growing Story, The Gingerbread Man, The Scarecrows Wedding and Pick a Pumpkin. In
maths, we have been learning about numbers to 4; how to recognise representations of these numbers without having to count,
knowing 1 more and 1 less and beginning to use addition and subtraction. In phonics, we have been learning lots of sounds (a new
one every day) and then using these sounds to blend and segment
CVC words. The children have settled really well into full time
school and have adapted to the new routines with ease. They are
working hard to learn news sounds and are keen to get reading
and writing! Next half term our topic is ‘Space’. We will be reading
lots of stories based around this theme and writing some alien
instructions. There will be alien gloop, investigating water, ice,
stars and planets and rocket and firework sounds in music. In
maths, we will continue our number work, learn about shapes,
compare amounts and count backwards. In phonics, we will start
to break off into groups based on the abilities of the children and
give those children, who require it, extra sessions within the day.
We will be focussing on getting the children to segment and blend
so that they are then able to use this when reading and writing.
Well done to those children who are getting through the word
walls by ensuring that they are reading every day at home – amazing!

Year 1 enjoying their lessons.

Year 1 Year 1 have had a fantastic start to the year. They have really enjoyed our ‘Wonderful Weather’ topic and have
enjoyed taking part in lessons that involve field skills. They went on a seasons scavenger hunt and have set up a weather
monitoring station where they have recorded the temperature and rainfall. In Science, they have labelled parts of the
body and are able to say what part of the body is associated with each sense. The children particularly enjoyed using their
sense of smell to guess what was in different pots! In Maths, they have been learning about place value and addition. The
children enjoyed using numicon as a resource to help them add two numbers. They have also been learning about 2d and
3d shapes and length. In Literacy, the children have produced some fantastic writing around some weather themed
books. A favourite book was ‘Storm’ where the children sequenced the story and wrote sentences describing what happened. The children loved talking about their own experiences of stormy weather. The children really enjoyed learning
their Harvest song, drawing what food they are thankful for and recording it for their parents. We have been learning
about Lois Mailou Jones, she was an African American artist who had to forge her own way in the world. The children
were inspired by her use oil pastel to create African masks. The children really enjoyed this activity and took such care
over using the oil pastels. Next half term our Science topic will be ‘Animals’, we will be looking at the different types of
animal groups and grouping them as to whether they are herbivores, carnivores or omnivores. In English, we will also be
reading lots of traditional tales and doing related English activities such as character descriptions and retelling the stories.
We will also be talking about Christmas and the Christmas story.

Year 2 The children have read lots of different stories in English and have used these as inspiration for their
own writing. They have written character descriptions and letters and have even planned and written their own stories. In Maths, they have been learning about place value and addition. They have also learnt about 2D and 3D
shape and their properties. In Geography, they have learnt about the seven continents and five oceans. ICT was very
exciting for the children, as they practiced coding. They made their own backgrounds, added characters and then
added the code to make things happen. As part of Black History Month, the children have been learning about Mary
Seacole and her commitment to nursing. The topic for next half term will be ‘Katie and the Artists’ and the children
will be reading the Katie books by James Mayhew to inspire their writing. In History, the children will learn about the
local artist Barbara Hepworth, her life and artwork and how Wakefield has changed since she was a child.
Year 3

This half term, Year 3 have been learning about the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron
Age. They have researched about what life was
like in the Prehistoric ages. They have thoroughly
enjoyed finding out how they made weapons and
houses in the Iron Age! They have also read
‘Stone Age Boy’ and ‘How to wash a woolly mammoth’ and have written different genres of text
including instructions on how to wash their own
woolly mammoth! Alongside this topic, Year 3
have created prehistoric artwork using charcoal
and natural materials they could find on the
school grounds! Year 3 have enjoyed learning
about Pablo Fanque for Black History Month and
discovering lots of facts about his life as a circus
owner. Next half term, Year 3 will be consolidating their knowledge on the Iron Age and moving onto the Romans and how the Romans invaded Britain! In English, Year 3 will be reading
‘Escape from Pompeii’ as the story is set in the
Roman period and is all about the great Mt Vesuvius.

Year 2 pictured in their classroom

Year 4 This half term Year 4 have been looking at the

Year 5 wearing yellow on HelloYellow Day.

Anglo Saxons, where they came from and why. They have
really enjoyed a version of the epic poem Beowulf and produced some amazing writing. Letters begging to be the warrior that saves the kingdom and diaries of the heroic battle
between Beowulf and the monster Grendel. The science
topic has been sound and they have discovered how sounds
are made and travel to our ears. Year 4 created pan pipes
from straws experimenting with different lengths to create
different pitches. They also worked in groups to write and
perform a spoof science program called ‘The Science of
Sound’. These can be viewed on Microsoft Teams. Next half
term Year 4 will be looking at the Vikings and how they influenced life in Britain alongside the Anglo Saxons. They will
continue to learn about Hindus and how the life of a British
Hindu child relates to their own life. In science, they will be
looking at electricity and circuits, using this knowledge to
design and make their own ‘don’t let it buzz’ games. Christmas will be upon us soon enough and there are plans afoot
so that classes can take part in a Christmas performance of
some kind, even if it not what we are used to. There will
also be chances to raise money with both Children in Need’
and ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ falling next half term. Year 4
will also be taking part in the virtual cross-country challenge
in December.

Year 5 Year 5 have been reading the spooky novel ‘Room 13’ in English this half term. They have written descriptions,
narratives and instructions. In art, Year 5 have practised their sketching skills by designing a new front cover for the book.
In Geography, Year 5 have been learning about mountains. They have learnt about famous mountain regions around the
world, the different types of mountains and how they are formed. The science topic for this half term has been ‘Animals
including Humans’. In science, the children learnt about the life cycle of different animals, as well as looking at the human
life cycle. The children brought in photographs of themselves at different ages to determine which characteristics have
changed and which have stayed the same. Year 5 really enjoyed dressing up in yellow for the HelloYellow event to support Young Minds. They have also been very active during the week using the new Daily Mile track on the playground.
After half term, Year 5 will be using the picture book ‘The Arrival’ in their English lessons. In History, Year 5 will be learning about Early Islamic Civilisations. This will include the House of Wisdom and the first four Caliphs. In science, the new
topic will be Properties of Change and Materials in which the children will conduct lots of different experiments and investigations.

Year 6 Year 6 have settled back into school life really well. They have adjusted to the new routines and working extremely hard. They have been reading the book ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ and have produced some excellent
pieces of writing such as a diary, balanced argument and a letter. In Maths, they have successfully mastered all the four
written methods and answered some challenging problems using these methods. In Art, the children have studied Impressionism focusing on the artist Claude Monet and they have produced an Autumn inspired by Monet’s technique. In
History, all the children are thoroughly engaged in the World War II topic and the lessons that can be learned from past
events. Most year 6 pupils took part in the Bikeability training and successfully completed Level 1 and 2. They have also
taken part in a ‘virtual’ cross-country event. Next half term, Year 6 will be reading ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by Michael
Morpurgo and producing a range of writing pieces using the book as a stimulus. In Art, they will be completing their
drawings of Zentangles and producing prints of their favourite drawing. In RE, the children will be looking at how Ghandi
was able to bring about change in a peaceful way and the meaning of the words ahimsa, grace and ummah.

Children’s Wellbeing
November
Mon 2nd
Fri 13th

Return to school for Autumn 2 Term
Children in Need 2020

December
Fri 11th
Thurs 17th
Fri 18th

Christmas Jumper Day
Break up from School
INSET DAY (School closed to children)

January
Mon 4th

Return to school for Spring 1 Term

Next half term, a wellbeing survey
will be sent out to all children.

Mrs Smith (learning mentor) is
available to speak to about any of
their worries in school. She also
runs a weekly worry club.

