Middlestown Primary Academy: December 2020
Head Of Academy’s Welcome…

The children at MPA continue to amaze me with their enthusiasm

and positivity. They really have taken this last half term in their stride and they are a real credit to the school
and to you. Not only have they been working hard on the academic side of things, they have also been learning lines, practising songs and performing on stage for the Christmas plays. We have had to miss out on a
few things this year like the pantomime and the fayre but there have been no complaints from the children
or staff. I would like to thank you for all for your ongoing support throughout the Autumn Term. It has not
been an easy term but seeing the smiles on the children’s faces makes it all worthwhile. I hope that you are
able to enjoy the Christmas festivities and I look forward to welcoming you back in January full of hope and
optimism for 2021. Merry Christmas!

Fundraising
The Royal British Legion

Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better…
Mrs Carr

Poppy Appeal: £286.45
When did you start at MPA?

Children in Need: £194.07
Wakefield Hospice
Reindeer Run: £443.17
Save the Children
Christmas jumper Day: £192.00

I started working at MPA at
1993.
What do you do at MPA?
I work as a teaching assistant
and senior lunchtime supervisor.
What is your favourite thing
about your job?

Thank you for the continued support.

A few polite reminders…
Please make sure your child is dropped off
and picked up from school at the correct
time.
If your child will be absent from school to
inform the office by 9:30am.
Appointment letters/cards must be shown
if your child has an appointment in school
hours.

My favourite thing is spending time with the children. I
love seeing the little achievements which they all make.
What do you enjoy doing outside of school?
I enjoy walking and visiting historical places. I also love
spending time with family.
Favourite moment at Middlestown so far?
My favourite moment at Middlestown so far was celebrating the schools 90th birthday. I also loved being a part
of raising enough money to renovate the quad.
Favourite food?
I love wheat free pizza and mashed potato, not together
though!

Lower Foundation Lower Foundation have had a fantastic half term. The children have all shown great
enthusiasm for our Space topic and loved learning about Aliens and Planets and how they are different from
one another, we also made our own aliens and experimented with slime. The children also loved finding out
about Diwali, the festival of light and we made rockets when it was Bonfire Night. The children spent time talking about Advent and the Nativity and they also wrote cards and letters to Santa. The children have explored
the series of stories from Aliens love Underpants, Stickman and the Nativity story. In maths, the children
worked hard recognising numbers, counting objects and joining in with number rhymes and learning about 2D
shapes. Our topic for next half- term in Lower Foundation will be ‘dinosaurs’, we will be finding out about
different dinosaurs and sharing stories about them. We will also be finding out about winter, snow and exploring ice.

Upper Foundation This half term, Upper Foundation have been learning all about space. We have
been astronauts in space, aliens landing on the moon and can name lots of the planets of the solar system.
More recently, we have been learning about the true meaning of Christmas and enjoyed putting together
our Nativity and learning lots of songs. The children have settled very well in to Upper Foundation and have
got used to the new rules and routines. Outside of our classroom learning, we have enjoyed archery and
running a mile in the reindeer dash for Wakefield Hospice. After Christmas our topic will be Dinosaurs. We
will also be celebrating Chinese New Year, Pancake Day and Valentines.

Year 1 This half term, Year 1 have really enjoyed their Science topic Animals including humans. They have
learnt the different animal types and looked at how to sort animals into carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.
Year 1 have read lots of different traditional tales this half term and have produced some great writing from
these including diaries, letters and character descriptions. In Maths, they have been learning about number
bonds, ordering numbers, capacity and money. The children really enjoy maths lessons, especially any practical
elements. The children successfully performed the nativity scene as part of the Key Stage 1 play ‘The Grumpy
Innkeeper’. They sang so beautifully and we were so impressed with their dance moves! The children all made
a four page moving story book to tell the story of ‘Humpty Dumpty’ in Design and Technology. They were very
proud of their creations, and Mrs Sholi and Miss Ackroyd were very proud of them too! Next half term, Year 1
will learn about Samuel Pepys and the diary he wrote that documented the events during ‘The Great Fire of
London’. They will be taking part in an interactive virtual workshop with The National Archives to help deepen
their understanding and further ignite their interest. Year 1’s Science topic will be Materials. They will be learning what materials objects are made out of and also identify wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock.

Year 2 The children have really enjoyed reading the Katie and the art gallery books. They liked it when she stepped
into the different picture frames, met the characters and sometimes caused all sorts of havoc in the paintings. In History, we have learnt about the life of local artist Barbara Hepworth and talked about how different Wakefield was different in 1903. In Science, we have learnt about the things living things need to survive and we discussed the importance
of a healthy diet, exercise and hygiene. In Art, the children have practised their painting techniques and have experimented with colour mixing. The children all sat the Year 1 phonics test that they missed last year. The children did really well to use their phonics to read the words. They now need to keep using their phonics in their spelling. Next half
term the topic will be ‘To Infinite and Beyond’, where the children will learn about space, the race to space and Neil
Armstrong. They will read fictional stories about aliens and trips to the moon. In DT, the children will be making their
own space vehicles using wheels and axels. In maths, the children have just been learning about multiplication and
after Christmas will start to learn about division. Please help your children know their multiplications facts for 2s, 3s, 5s
and 10s. They will also be learning about money and how to tell the time. A big well done to all the children for learning
the songs and words for the Christmas play. We hope you enjoyed it and appreciated all the hard work that went into
it.

Year 3 This half term, Year 3 have continued reading how to wash a woolly mammoth and have created their own
products to wash their own woolly mammoths! Moving on from the Iron Age, Year 3 have learnt all about the Ancient
Romans by finding out about famous Emperors, Hadrian’s wall and how organised and disciplined the Roman army was in
order for them to invade and conquer Britain. In PE, the children looked at the Roman army and created dance sequences
to form army tactics like the testudo. To link with their Roman topic, in music, Year 3 sang a song all about the Romans in
a ‘call and response’ style. In English, Year 3 have read Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit. They have produced lots of
writing from this book as it is all about the huge volcanic eruption of Mount Vesuvius which happened in 79AD. In English, the children will be reading ‘The Owl Tree’ which is a fantastic book about a Granny Diamond trying to save her beloved tree from her wicked neighbour, Mr Rock. The children will be writing a variety of text types including a setting description and a balanced argument. In Geography, the children will be looking at Climate Zones around the world and
looking at Arid, Mediterranean, Temperate and Tropical places.

Year 4 Wow! What a busy half term Year 4 have had. They have thoroughly enjoyed their history topic, learning where
Vikings came from, what their boats were like and who tried to stop them. The Literacy book this half term was called
‘Arthur and the Golden Rope’ and was set in Iceland. Year 4 loved the illustrations and wrote letters, diary entries and
setting descriptions based on the book. In science, they have been learning about electricity and how to complete simple
circuits to light bulbs or make buzzers work and this led onto their ambitious DT project to make a ‘Steady Hand’ Buzz toy
aimed at children (see pictures). In PE, they have taken part in cross country and hockey practising skills like dribbling, passing and shooting. Year 4 enjoyed a virtual session with a Viking who showed them the kind of things that Vikings living in
York made to earn money. Did you know that many of them were peaceful and talented trades people? Of course, the
Christmas Production had to be slightly different this year, but Year 4 took on the challenge of performing in their own scene and they were all so good that one part had to be split to incorporate all the budding actors. And they all did an amazing
job! Next term is set to be just as exciting as we explore the Ancient Egyptians in history. They will be looking at the lives of
ordinary Egyptians compared to their Pharaohs and investigate the mummification process. In Science, Year 4 will be looking at the human digestive system and teeth. They have another DT project to tackle, this time using textiles. Music will be
related to the Egyptian topic but introducing reading notation and composing.

Year 5

This half term, Year 5 have been busy in English using the picture book ‘The Arrival’ as a stimulus for their

writing and they wrote fantastic persuasive leaflets and poems. Some of their poems can be found on Microsoft Teams.
They became some of the characters from the story in drama lessons, too! In Science, the children have been learning
about properties of material and change. They learnt about conductors and insulators and how to separate materials.
The children have enjoyed art lessons this half term and have created winter pictures using water colours and looked at
how to create collages with sweet wrappers. KS2 took part in a virtual cross-country competition against other schools in
Wakefield. Watch this space to see how the children did! All classes in KS2 worked incredibly hard to put together the
Christmas Production ‘Mr Humbug sees the light’ for this year; this included lots of different characters from Mr Humbug
and Spirits from the past, present and future, to futuristic robot teachers! Look out for the video link that will be sent
home to you. In Spring 1, our science topic is Space! The children will be learning about the Mars Rover ‘Curiosity’ that
was sent into space. They will also complete a variety of different writing activities including a newspaper report of the
Mars Rover being sent into space and a balanced argument to discuss whether we should send people to Mars. In Geography, Year 5 will be learning about natural disasters including volcanoes and earthquakes!

Year 6

In English, Year 6 have been reading ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ and have produced some lovely pieces of writing

including poetry, a diary entry, an information leaflet and a balanced argument. In Maths, the children have been working hard to master their arithmetic, fraction and percentage knowledge. In Art, Year 6 have produced some intricate
Zentangle designs and then chosen one to print. As a class, the children then assembled the prints to make one Zentangle print. Over the Christmas holiday, the children’s work will be loaded onto Teams for parents to view. Miss Rooke is
very proud of Year 6 this half term because of the children working extremely hard towards their individual targets.
Next half term, Year 6 will be reading Skellig and producing a range of writing based on this story. In History, they will be
doing a local study on the history and importance of coal mining in the area and how the physical landscape of Britain
has changed since the 1800s.

The winner this
half term is...

Year 2!

January
Mon 4th

Return to school for Spring 1 Term

February
Thurs 11th
Fri 12th
Mon 22nd

Break up from school
INSET DAY (School closed to children)
Return to school for Spring 2 Term

