
Year 6: History Knowledge Organiser 

 The Industrial Revolution and Coal Mining 

Exciting books: You Wouldn’t Want To Be A Victorian Coal Miner  

          Canary in the Coal Mine  

 

 
 
 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Industrial 

Revolution 

Population 

Steam power 

Industry 

Efficient 

Horse and cart 

Agriculture 

British Empire 

Colonies 

Factories 

Trade 

Export 

Trapper Banksman 

Winding gear 

Bell pit 

Tallow candles 

Furnace 

Shaft  

Cage 

Collier Coal face 

Victorian 

Legislation 

Sticky Knowledge 

• The Industrial Revolution began in 1760 

• Before the Industrial Revolution the population 

was 11 million, 80% of population lived in the 

countryside, most things were produced by hand 

within the family homes and the main form of 

transport was the horse and cart. 

• The 6 factors that led to the Industrial Revolution 

were: population boom, improved agriculture, 

new forms of power, building of factories, 

improved transport and expansion of the British 

Empire. 

• That education for children was practically non-

existent and that children had to go to work as 

early as 5 years old. 

• Conditions in the mines and factories were 

dangerous with little thought of health and 

safety measures. 

• The Lofthouse Colliery disaster was a mining 

accident which took place in the West Riding of 

Yorkshire, England on Wednesday 21 March 1973, 

in which seven mine workers died when 

workings were flooded. 

Core Learning/Skills 

• Learn what life was like before the Industrial 

Revolution 

• Understand the term Industrial Revolution 

and that it happened over a long period of 

time but quickly in terms of our wider 

historical timeline.  

• Explain the main causes of the Industrial 

Revolution 

• Lear what it was like to work to in a mine 

as a child in Victorian times. 

• Learn how mining has changed from the 

Victorian times to the present day. 

• Learn what happened at the Lofthouse 

Colliery disaster on the 21
st

 March 1973. 

Prior Learning 

• Use research skills to explain how Britain has 

changed (Y3) 

• Plot events from the Stone Age to the end of the 

Roman occupation on a timeline (Y4) 

• Use mathematical knowledge to work out how 

long ago historical events happened (Y4) 

• Explain that the way the kingdoms were divided 

led to the creation of some of our count 

boundaries today (Y4) 

• Learn how Henry VIII changed England with the 

English Reformation and why this was important 

to British history (Y5) 

• Explain why the Battle of Britain was a major 

battle in the War of the Roses (Y5) 
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