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 Welcome to 2022 lets hope this year brings us all a happy and healthy time ahead! I would like to start the new
year by officially introducing you to the team of Governors here at Middlestown Primary Academy. Each Governor
has written a brief portrait of themselves by way of introduction and attached a photograph so you can actually
see who we are when you spot us in the playground or in school. 
Many of you will already know Margaret Wright from her tireless voluntary work around the community, at
Church as well as in school, for as long as anyone can remember, and brings a great wealth of life experience. The
rest of the team have a wide range of skills and experience from different sectors and backgrounds and are all
parents of children who are at our school or, in my case, just left for year 7. 
Governors meet on a regular basis to review various key matters with Mrs Young, we also visit school each term to
carry out more focussed visits looking different areas across school, where we have an opportunity to see teachers
in action and talk to both children and staff about their experiences. These visits are hugely beneficial in allowing
us to dig behind the scenes and really understand what happens in school and why, allowing us to make more
informed decisions. Hopefully, you may have seen our previous Governor Newsletters where we have shared our
findings with you on Mental Health and more recently Maths. You will be able to look at previous Newsletters on a
new Governor section on the website very soon, so watch this space ! 

I first became a Governor several years ago when my two children started at Middlestown Primary. My youngest
has just started High School this year, how time flies! When my children started in  Foundation, I realised just
how much schools had changed since my day and I really wanted to understand what was going on and what I
could do to help and support the school, so I became a Governor. Having worked in the Logistics and
Distribution sector for many years, Education was a different world. When I joined the school there were a great
deal of challenges to overcome in many areas. As school leaders developed and implemented new systems and
processes across the school, Governors worked closely with them to challenge and support their endeavours in
raising standards and improving outcomes for our children. I am immensely proud of how much has been
achieved at Middlestown over the years and my children have benefitted hugely from the incredible start they
have had here. The best part of being a Governor for me, is coming into school on Focus Visits where we look at
different parts of the curriculum or at different initiatives, see the teachers in action and talk to the children
about their views. This really gives us a proper insight and understanding of what actually happens and what
impact it has first hand. I feel privileged to be able to support the professionals in doing their jobs, particularly
during the immense challenges of the current pandemic!

Kath Turner - Chair of Governors
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I am a parent governor at Middlestown Primary Academy and have carried out this role since mid-2018. I have
worked in education for over 20 years, for the majority of this time I was a teacher and Head of Faculty in a
secondary school in Huddersfield. Over my teaching career I worked in a variety of schools at both primary and
secondary level including post 16. My current role is within the Virtual School at Wakefield Council. This role involves
working with schools, social workers and other key professionals to support the educational outcomes for children
in care in the Wakefield district.
I chose to be a governor so that I could have more involvement in the school where my two sons are educated. They
are in Year 3 and Year 6. The most enjoyable part of the role is being in school and looking at all of the work that the
staff and children are doing. It is great to be a part of a governing body that oversees such a fantastic school and also
to have the opportunity to work with the staff that are a part of it.

Julian Gallagher- Elected Parent Governor 

Hi, my name is Adam Gombocz. I have been a parent governor since 2017. At the time I became a governor I had
three children at Middlestown. Since then, my eldest two have moved on to Horbury Academy, both were entirely
ready to move on to their next educational chapter, having had a fantastic experience during their time at
Middlestown. For the day job, I am an Associate Director at a consultancy firm in Wetherby and just to fill in any
spare time I may have, I am also a football coach for Horbury Town Juniors U14s. 

Adam Gombocz - Trust Governor

Margaret Wright - Associate Governor
I have been a Governor at Middlestown School for many, many years and have loved every moment. During my

working career I worked in the Education and Probation Services and, since retirement, I have kept busy with a great
deal of voluntary work in the community. I ran the local Brownies for many years as well as playing an active role in

church life at St Lukes where I still run the Ladies Circle. Going into school every week to listen to the children read is
wonderful and I can to see how much they progress over the year. I have been lucky enough to get to know some

amazing children, parents and staff during my time at Middlestown School. Being a Governor has allowed me to
help and support the school through various changes and challenges over the years and I am so proud to have been

part of this amazing team. 
 

Hello, I am Siân Pearson and my two boys attend MPA in Year 3 and Upper Foundation. I have been a trust governor for 2
years and have recently stepped into the role of vice chair of the Middlestown Primary Academy. Part of my role is as link
governor for Curriculum, meaning I speak with the Curriculum Lead teacher regularly throughout the year and feed this

back to the governors. I have just been appointed the role of Mental Health Link Governor and, moving forward, I will
speak with the team on the strategies they have in place to support children's mental health at MPA. I am really looking

forward to this side of my role as Children's Mental Health is very important to me and I can already see the amazing
steps Middlestown is taking to support children in this area. My background is in education having been a primary

school teacher for 16 years. During my career I have worked across school from Year 4 to Lower Foundation, also working
as part of Senior Leadership Teams as an Early Years Leader.  Primary education is a passion of mine and being a

governor at MPA gives me the opportunity to see behind the scenes of this wonderful school and fully appreciate the
time, hard work and dedication that the staff put in every day for our children

Siân Pearson - Vice Chair of Governors 
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I am Philippa and I have 2 children at Middlestown Primary Academy.
I have a degree in foreign languages as well as an HND in Architectural Interior Design and currently work as a

project manager and design consultant for a contract soft furnishings company. I firmly believe that a child's early
education is a major platform for the rest of their life, not just academically but every aspect of life, and this is the

reason I became a governor.  Change doesn't happen by standing on the sidelines and observing! Being a governor
gives a great insight into the running of our school and also gives a great sense of achievement knowing you are

helping all the children in the local community.
 

Philippa Mackintosh - Trust Governor

Steph Morley - Elected Parent Governor
I am a newly appointed parent governor at Middlestown Primary Academy; my children are in Year 2 and Year 6.
I have worked in the civil service for 15 years, currently as a Policy Advisor and with previous experience in finance
and administration functions. In my current role, I provide assurance that my department is compliant with our
policies and I create data and analysis that enables senior management to manage risk and make defensible
decisions.
In addition to this, I have 6 years experience of being a clerk to school governing bodies within another Local
Authority on a part time basis, with experience in both academies and LA maintained schools. I used this
opportunity to gain experience of how schools operate so I could understand more about education as my children
started school. I am familiar with the important work carried out by governors and I wanted to be involved in this
rather than being an observer. I am grateful for the opportunity to do this in my children’s school and I look forward
joining the team.

Hannah Young - Head teacher
I am automatically a member of the governing body as my role as headteacher. In my previous roles and the last 10

years at school, I have always attended governing body meetings and I was the teacher governor at my previous
school as well. I provide a Headteacher's report for every governing body meeting which is shared before each

meeting and then governors are invited to ask questions or ask for more evidence on the information that I provide.
My report includes information such as school assessment data, the school development plan and monitoring

procedures as well as additional reports on finance, safeguarding and premises. I enjoy being part of the governing
body and would recommend it to anyone who wants in-depth details into school life.

 

My name is Rachel Williamson and I have lived in Overton for 6 years. 
I work in Retail Management. My son attends Middlestown Primary Academy and is in Upper Foundation. Having
seen how my son adapted positively to the school environment, how welcoming the whole school team are, and
how hard they have all worked to keep the children engaged through the challenges of 2020/2021, I wanted to
become a parent governor to offer my support to help continue the positive growth the school has already made

Rachel Williamson - Elected Parent Governor


