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 Spring has definitely sprung in Middlestown, the sun is shining and the daffodils are dancing beautifully
from every corner of the village! The children have had a very exciting term so far with trips to the
Yorkshire Wildlife Park (Yr2), Nell Bank (Yr4) and Robin Wood (Yr6), lots of amazing experiments during
Science Week, a weird and whacky day for Red Nose Day and a really interesting visit to school from the
Local Community Police Team. A very special story book vending machine has also been installed in
school to help inspire children to read, it really is very magical. Easter will be upon us very shortly with
Easter discos, raffles and competitions and then time for a well-deserved break, I think!
The Governors have welcomed our newest member of the team, Steph Morley, who has joined us this
term and, I have no doubt, will be a fantastic addition to the Governing Body. Steph has children in Year
2 and Year 6.

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
Kath Turner

GOVERNOR MINI CONFERENCE
 
This term Middlestown Primary Academy hosted the Governor Conference with a focus on PSHE/RSE
(Personal Social Health Education/Relationship & Sex Education). Mrs Asquith, the subject lead at
Middlestown, presented along with colleagues from Horbury Primary on how this fairly all-encompassing
topic is threaded throughout the school day via assemblies and class discussions on a wide variety of
themes. 
 The National Curriculum is very clearly focused on
preparing children for a happy and successful adult life,
giving them the tools to make informed decisions
about their well being, health and relationships and
building their self confidence and resilience. Again, it
was great to see the two primaries  within the Trust
have worked together to develop this integral area of
the curriculum, sharing best practice and expertise in
order to provide our children with the very best start. 



Mrs Ashcroft, the subject lead, gave Governors a comprehensive overview
of how school makes provision for children with SEND and pupils who may
be disadvantaged in some way. We looked at how individual needs are
identified and assessed early in the child's school life in an ideal situation,
although this is not always the case for various reasons.  An EHCP
(Educational Health Care Plan) can then be developed for high-needs
children to ensure that they get the right support and input within school,
and may involve various specialists and additional support staff where
appropriate. 
 
Class teachers are integral in developing provision maps and creating
interventions for different groups of children. We went to see different
interventions in practice across 4 different year groups, including
‘Wellcomm’ and Time Talk, both early language programmes to support
development of speech, handwriting sessions and tools to support fine
motor skills and reading practice to develop phonics and spelling
knowledge.
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GOVERNOR FOCUS VISIT : SEND/PUPIL PREMIUM
(Special Educational Needs & Disabilities)
Subject lead : Cheryl Ashcroft
Governors present : Kath Turner, Rachel Williams, Steph Morley

 
I hope you have found this update of interest, copies of previous newsletters can be found

on the website alongside profiles of all our Governors.
 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Easter and I hope the Easter Bunny
heads your way !

 
 
 
 

Chair of Governors

Kath Turner

early screening and diagnosis of Dyslexia and developing strategies across all 4 schools to support
children in this specific area.
Mrs Ashcroft is leading on identification of children to the SEND register. 
developing learning / pupil profiles and supporting "Me to Learn' plans. 
assessment of SEND pupils

It was fantastic to learn that, as a Trust, Accord have developed a steering group led by Nicky Walker
(Head Teacher at Horbury Academy) to look at the following areas;

Accord Trust are also looking at how we can improve individual school’s access to external specialist such
as Educational Psychologists, by pooling resources and negotiating a better overall package of support.
This was a very interesting and positive session that gave us great reassurance that children who may
have special needs are quickly identified within our school and receive continued quality support as they
progress through school. 
A huge thank you to Mrs Ashcroft and her team for a very informative visit.
 
The next Governor Focus visit will look at Reading across school with Mr Andrews, so we look forward to
understanding more of what is happening with this core topic.

 


