
Middlestown Primary Academy: October 2021 

 

Fundraising 

Thanks to your generosity this half term 

we raised £130  on HelloYellow Day for 

the YoungMinds charity.  

 

 

A few polite reminders… 

Please make sure your child is dropped off 

and picked up from school at the correct 

time. Below are a reminder of the start and 

finish times: 

UF: 8:50—3:10  Y4: 8:45—3:10 

Y1: 8:50—3:15  Y5: 8:50—3:15 

Y2: 8:45—3:10  Y6: 8:45—3:10 

Y3: 8:50 –3:15 

 

Headteacher’s Welcome…  The children never cease to amaze me with how they have slotted back 

into school life so easily now that they have been back for a half term. Not only are they working hard in les-

sons, they have also presented at our Harvest celebrations, voted for their head boy, head girl and school 

council and started thinking of ways that we can raise money for our new school library. They have also en-

joyed extra-curricular activities including Bikeability, visits to Coxley Woods and not forgetting the delights 

and excitement of the Halloween Disco. There are plenty of things to look forward to with the run up to 

Christmas which will be here before we know it. Starting off with Year 3 parents invited for lunch, a Year 1 

trip to The Secret Garden and a whole school (Y1-6) trip to the pantomime (covid restrictions dependent).  

     Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better…   

When did you start at MPA?   

I started at Middlestown  September 2016 and I have loved every minute 
of being here. Having worked in other schools, I appreciate how good this 
school is, especially all the children (and staff).  

What do you do at MPA?   

I'm the Year 6 teacher but I am also Maths co-ordinator and KS2 leader.  

What is your favourite thing about your job?  

There are so many things that I love about my job, but I have to say my 
favourite thing is the children. We have such amazing children in this 
school who love to learn and so this makes my job a lot easier. I love it 
when I see the moment that an idea or maths problem suddenly clicks and 
the joy that appears on the faces of the children because they've under-
stood something that they previously didn't get. I enjoy teaching all les-
sons but my favourites to teach are maths, history and art (and reading 
our class book to the children).  

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?  

I love spending time with my family and my dog Lola (who is a little crazy 
but makes my smile everyday). I LOVE anything to do with superheroes 
and watching all the films that have recently been released (favourite 
superhero is the hulk). I have a passion for drawing and painting and have 
my own little studio at home where I disappear to if |I need to relax.  

Favourite moment at Middlestown so 
far?  

Ohhh I don't know if I can choose just one. I 
think of lot of my favourite moments have 
come from Robinwood, seeing the children 
flying down the zip line or on the giant swing.  

Favourite food? 

My favourite food is pizza and thai green 
curry (not together). 



   Year 2 The Year 2 topic for this half term has been ‘If you go down to the woods’ and the children were 

given the task of finding a suitable home for a hedgehog and badger. In Science, they learnt about habitats and 

microhabitats and they went on a minibeast hunt on the school grounds. They learnt about food chains and the 

kinds of foods different woodland creatures eat. They visited Coxley Woods after deciding that it might make a 

perfect home for their furry friends. On the walk, they looked for places hedgehogs and badgers could make 

shelters, searched for suitable foods and looked at the variety of trees that grow there. Hedgehog and badger 

are thrilled with their new home! In Design and Technology, the children designed, made and evaluated their 

own dips and dippers. There were a few interesting flavour combinations, but the children had so much fun.  

Next half term our topic is Hot and Cold Places. The children will learn more about habitats around the world.  

In Geography, they will learn about places close the equator and also about the polar regions. In English, they 

will be reading stories about penguins and polar bears and they will also read non-fiction texts about Emperor 

penguins. In Maths, they will be subtracting, multiplying and learning about length, mass and capacity.  

Year 1 This half term, Year 1 have been learning all about the Seasons! They learnt what the seasons are and 

wrote about what happens in each season. They also created some lovely trees from different seasons using 

paint. In Science, they learnt about the human body, naming different parts and about the 5 senses. The children 

are going to the Secret Garden on the 10th November (covid restrictions dependent). Next half term, the chil-

dren will be learning about different animals in Science and how to group animals into mammals, reptiles, am-

phibians, fish and birds. In English, we will be looking at different traditional tales. From this, the children will 

sequence the story and also write letters and descriptions.  

Year 2 enjoying their trip to Coxley Woods and creating their own dips.  

 Foundation Stage This half term, Foundation Stage have been learning ‘Marvellous Me’. They have 

looked at the body, how they grow and talked about their families, sharing photographs and describing who 

they live with. All the children, including those completely new to Foundation Stage have settled brilliantly and 

have been working so hard on all the activities on offer. Upper Foundation have become much more independ-

ent, completing tasks around the classroom on their own – they are impressing everyone with their reading 

achievements since only starting in September! Next half term we are focussing on ‘Stories Around the World’. 

We will be learning about different cultures and environments starting with the story ‘Handa’s Surprise’ which is 

set in Africa. We will be comparing our own cultures and environments to our own by learning about Diwali and 

Bonfire Night. We will then begin to learn about the meaning of Christmas as well as begin to rehearse our 

Christmas nativities.  



     Year 4 This half term, Year 4 has focused on learning about the Anglo-Saxons. The children have read ‘Beowulf’ 

by Michael Morpurgo, using it for inspiration when writing setting descriptions, formal letters, diary entries, non-

chronological reports and newspaper articles. They also started reading a second book: ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by 

Cressida Cowell. Towards the end of the half term, the pupils wrote a biography about Cressida Cowell and some poet-

ry featuring characters such as ‘Hiccup’ and ‘Snotlout’. Reading these two books, along with research and artefact ex-

amination, has really helped the Anglo-Saxon era come alive for the children of Year 4. They made lots of comparisons 

between life then and now, considering the similarities and differences between the challenges they faced then and 

those we face today. In Science, the children have been finding out about how we hear sound, identifying the parts of 

the ear, the physics of creating sound and the way in which it travels. This has linked nicely to our Music topic: Rock 

and Roll. The children have practised ‘Rock around the Clock’ by Bill Haley and His Comets, developing their vocal, per-

cussive and rhythmic abilities. In Maths, they have covered place value, addition and subtraction and mental maths/

estimation. They have all worked extremely hard this half term and should be proud of themselves! In PE, Year 4 start-

ed the half term by timing each other running the Daily Mile in the playground. All the children completed it, with 

many of them running it twice to encourage and motivate their classmates. The levels of encouragement and support 

they demonstrated were inspirational! Year 4 also took part in the ‘Hit the Ground Running’ competition during Sep-

tember and finished in 6th place in West Yorkshire! In October, Year 4 took part in the Harvest Festival Celebration at 

school, preparing some artwork based on the artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo, using personal objects to express and reflect 

on the things they are grateful for, and creating a quiz to present during the assembly. This was a huge success and 

was effective in teaching the rest of the school about the Harvest Festival customs. Finally, they had some exciting 

news – William and Corabella were elected as the Year 4 School Counsellors! All those who went forward to be consid-

ered produced fantastic speeches about why they wanted to be on School Council, but after a class vote, William and 

Corabella were elected. They wish them all the best. Next half term, Year 4 will move on to a new topic: The Vikings. 

They will continue reading the book ‘How to Train Your Dragon’, using it to write a set of instructions, playscripts, diary 

entries and non-chronological reports. Before Christmas, they will study the book ‘The Snowman’ and use it to write 

some poetry, a setting description and a narrative. They will also be learning how to multiply and divide larger numbers 

in maths, how electricity works in Science, and rehearsing and performing a scene for the KS2 Christmas play.  

Year 3  This half term, Year 3 have been learning about the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. They have re-

searched about what life was like in the Prehistoric ages. They have thoroughly enjoyed finding out how they made 
weapons and houses in the Iron Age! They have also read ‘Stone Age Boy’ and have written different genres of text in-
cluding their own narrative- Middletown Girl! Alongside this topic, Year 3 have created prehistoric artwork using charcoal 
and natural materials they could find on the school grounds! Year 3 have enjoyed learning about Pablo Fanque, The Su-
premes and Lois Mailou Jones for Black History Month. They have enjoyed discovering lots of new facts about these fa-
mous figures and have produced some amazing work about them. Next half term, Year 3 will be consolidating their 
knowledge on the Iron Age and moving onto the Romans and how the Romans invaded Britain! In English, Year 3 will be 
reading ‘Escape from Pompeii’ as the story is set in the Roman period and is all about the great Mt Vesuvius. 

 Year 5 taking part in Samba and 
working hard in DT. 



November 

 

Mon 1st    Return to school for Autumn 2 Term 

Weds 3rd   Foundation Open night 

Tues 9th   Parents Evening 3:30-5:30pm 

Weds 10th  Y1 at Secret Garden  

   Y3 Parents Lunch  

   EYFS Parents Evening 2:00—3:00pm 

   Parents Evening 5:00—7:00pm 

Mon 15th   Nell Bank Parents information  
   meeting (possibly virtual)  

Weds 17th   Robinwood Parents information 
   meeting (possibly virtual) 

Fri 19th   Children in Need 

Fri 26th   Non-uniform day  
 

The winner this half 

term is... 

Year 2!   

Year 6 Year 6 are reading ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by John Boyne and have produced some excellent pieces of 

writing. They have written a letter and a diary and have enjoyed using drama to inspire their ideas on what the different 
characters would say to each other. In Maths, they have consolidated and extended their understanding of place value 
and the four written methods and have used this to answer various problems. In Art, the children have studied the 
paintings of different impressionist artists and are currently producing an Autumn painting in this style. In History, the chil-
dren are loving learning about World War II and understanding the events that led to this moment in history. The children 
have enjoyed coming together once again for assemblies and enjoyed sharing their work in the Harvest assembly. They 
have also completed the Bikeability course on how to be safe on the roads. The children will be reading ‘Kensuke’s King-
dom’ by Michael Morpurgo and continuing to learn about key events in World War II such as The Battle of Britain and the 
attack on Pearl Harbour. A meeting will be arranged for parents regarding Robinwood in the second part of the Autumn 
term (covid restrictions dependent).  

Year 5  Year 5 have had a great first half term. They have all worked incredibly hard and produced some fantastic 

work. This half term, Year 5 have really enjoyed reading the book ‘Room 13’ in English. They have written spooky setting 

descriptions and some fantastic newspaper reports. In DT, the children have designed and made model bird hides. They 

experimented with different joins and structures to create a stable and sturdy frame. The children have been really excit-

ed to start their Samba lessons this year. They have tried out all the different instruments and are hoping to perform to 

the school next half term.  Year 5 have had a great time working with Wakefield Trinity playing rugby this half term in PE. 

Next half term, Year 5 will be using the picture book ‘The Arrival’ as a stimulus for writing in English. In science, the chil-

dren will be learning about ‘Properties of change and materials’, including how to separate mixtures and they will learn 

about reversible and irreversible changes. In History, they will be learning about Early Islamic Civilisations, including the 

importance of Baghdad and the House of Wisdom.  

Pictures from HelloYellow Day! 

December 

 

Fri 3rd    Y1-Y6 Pantomime Trip (to be con
  firmed) 

Fri 10th    Christmas Jumper Day 

   Christmas Film Night 

Mon 13th   Internal Christmas Fayre 

Weds 15th   Christmas Dinner 

Thurs 16th   Carol Service 

Fri 17th   Break up from School  

 

January  

 

Tues 4th   Return to school for Spring 1 Term 

Weds 5th  Flu Immunisation mop up session 

Thurs 6th   Young Voices 


