
Middlestown Primary Academy: December 2021 

 

Fundraising 

The Royal British Legion Poppy 

Appeal: £253.49 

Children in Need: 

£232.46 

Christmas Jumper 

Day: £69.55 

Wakefield Hospice 

Reindeer Run: £150.00 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 

MCAS 

Please ensure that you are registered to 

MCAS and if you have a smart phone, 

please download the free app from the 

App Store or Google Play. From January, all 

communications and payments will be 

through MCAS. If you need registration de-

tails, please contact the office. 

 

Headteacher’s Welcome…  I want to start by saying how proud I am of all the children for per-

forming in the different Christmas plays this year. They are always so keen to have a go at all the 

different parts of putting on a show whether that is acting, singing or being technical support. I am 

so pleased that we have been able to offer (and go ahead with) a range of Christmas activities for 

the children to enjoy. The atmosphere in school has been buzzing with excitement. We have tried 

to share all of these things on our social media platforms and through Seesaw and Teams. I really 

do hope that you all get to celebrate Christmas with your families. The staff at MPA wish you all a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

 Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better…  

Mrs Asquith 

When did you start at MPA?   

I started at MPA in September 2013. 

What do you do at MPA?   

I teach Year 5, lead PE, PSHE and French and I am also 
the ITT coordinator.  

What is your favourite thing about your job?  

The brilliant team I work with, both the staff and chil-
dren.  

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?  

I enjoy reading, going to the theatre and playing net-
ball. 

Favourite moment at Middlestown so far?  

All of sports week in 2021. 
It was great to see the chil-
dren throw themselves into 
so many different sports 
and enjoy it after such a 
challenging year.  

Favourite food? 

My favourite food is spa-
ghetti Bolognese and 



   Year 2 This half term, the Year 2 topic has 

been Frozen Lands and the children have en-
joyed learning about Antarctica and the ani-
mals that live there. They also compared the 
polar regions with sandy deserts and rainfor-
ests and can all give a wonderful explanation of 
the equator. The children have read lots of sto-
ries linked to our theme, including ‘Blue Pen-
guin’, ‘The Emperor’s Egg’ and ‘Henry’s Holi-
day’ and have used them as inspiration for 
some fabulous writing. In Art, the children have 
been learning about formal elements, such as 
tone and texture and have really enjoyed add-
ing to their sketchbooks. They enjoyed making 
rubbings and then using these to create frott-
age art. The KS1 Nativity, The Sleepy Shepherd, 
was a success. The children worked incredibly 
hard and all performed and sang brilliantly. 
Well done everyone! Next half term, the Year 2 
topic is ‘To Infinity and Beyond’ and the chil-
dren will be learning about the race to space 
and famous astronauts such as Neil Armstrong. 
A planetarium will be visiting us at school - very 
exciting! 

Year 1 This half term, the children have been 

reading lots of fairy tales such as ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’ and ‘Rapunzel’. They have sequenced 
the stories and written some lovely descriptions 
about the characters. In Science, Year 1 have 
learnt about the different animal types such as 
mammals and reptiles and have grouped animals 
into herbivores, carnivores and omnivores. In 
Maths, the children have been learning about 
place value to 100 and number bonds to 10 and 
20.  The Year 1 children had a great time at the 
Secret Garden, so lovely to see them playing to-
gether and having such a fun time. The children 
loved their visit to the pantomime and also per-
forming their own nativity. The teachers were so 
proud of their fantastic singing and dancing and 
the narrators did a great job using their ‘big voic-
es’. In DT, the children made a moving storybook 
for the story ‘Humpty Dumpty’. They made sliders 
and levers to show Humpty Dumpty falling off the 
wall and being rescued. They had to use a hole 
punch, design backgrounds and cut accurately 
with scissors. Next half term, the History topic will 
be ‘The Great Fire of London’. They will learn 
about the main events of The Great Fire of London 
and learn about the roles of Samuel Pepys and 
King Charles II. They will read books linked to the 
Great Fire of London in English lessons. In Science, 
Year 1 will learn all about different materials. They 
will group materials into glass, plastic, wood, rock, 
metal and water and also describe what each ma-
terial feels like e.g. bumpy, hard, stretchy. 

 Foundation Stage This half term, we have been learning about the cold climate of Antarctica. We have 

been finding out about the animals that live there and deciding whether or not we would like to live there. We 
have celebrated many festivals; Diwali, Hannukah and of course Christmas.  We have enjoyed many festivities; 
the Nativity, our Christmas party and the Christmas Fayre. Next half term, our theme will be ‘People who help 
us’. We will be learning all about the people in our lives who can help us with whatever it is that we need. We 
will be celebrating the Chinese New Year and continuing our work on the season of Winter. We say goodbye to 
Miss Vickers who has been on teaching placement in Upper Foundation. We wish her well with the rest of her 
studies and will miss her. We will be welcoming 7 new starters to Lower Foundation in January. 

Year 1 enjoying their trip to the 
Secret Garden 



     Year 4 This half term, Year 4 has focused on learning about the Vikings. The children have read ‘How 

to Train Your Dragon’ by Cressida Cowell, using it for inspiration when writing poetry, instructions, play-
scripts and balanced arguments. The children really enjoyed learning about the Vikings through online re-
search, reading non-fictional books and examining artefacts, giving them a better appreciation of how Viking 
life differed from ours today. Towards the end of the half-term, Year 4 studied the book ‘The Snowman’ by 
Raymond Briggs, writing a detailed narrative of the classic children’s book using all the techniques they had 
studied this term. To accompany this, the children produced a piece of artwork depicting a wintry scene – 
these, along with some of their narratives, will be used to create a wintry display in January. In Science, the 
children have been finding out about how electricity works, identifying items that require electricity to func-
tion and the necessity of using electricity safety. They also investigated a simple series circuit, learning 
about the key components and developing troubleshooting skills when attempting to make the bulb light 
up. They transferred this knowledge into DT where the children created working torches using a bulb, 
battery, wires and switch. In Maths, Year 4 has covered multiplication and division, position and direction 
and started the fractions topic. They have all worked extremely hard this half term and should be proud of 
themselves! In November, Year 4 honoured Remembrance Day by creating some fantastic pieces of writing 
as if they were evacuees writing to their parents during the Second World War. They produced in-depth and 
emotive letters, demonstrating consideration of what life would have been like along with what they might 
have been worried about during this time. Year 4 also produced some artwork featuring a poppy collage 
using recycled materials. Towards the end of the half-term, Year 4 took part in a Christmas Play! They held 
auditions for the speaking roles and did lots of practice leading up to the event. They all did a fantastic job 
and Miss Doorduyn is so proud! Next half term, Year 4 will move on to a new topic: The Ancient Egyptians. 
They will start a new book in English: Flat Stanley, using it to write a character description, diary entry, 
newspaper report, set of instructions and a narrative. In Maths, they will be continuing the fractions topic 
and moving on to decimals, along with continuing to practice their times tables ready for the assessment at 
the end of the year. 

Year 3  This half term, Year 3 have continued reading ‘how to wash a woolly mammoth’ and have created 

their own products to wash their own woolly mammoths! Moving on from the Iron Age, Year 3 have learnt all 

about the Ancient Romans by finding out about famous Emperors, Hadrian’s wall and how organised and dis-

ciplined the Roman army was in order for them to invade and conquer Britain. In PE, the children looked at 

the Roman army and created dance sequences to form army tactics like the testudo. To link with their Roman 

topic, in music, Year 3 sang a song all about the Romans in a ‘call and response’ style. In English, Year 3 have 

read ‘Escape from Pompeii’ by Christina Balit. They have produced lots of writing from this book as it is all 

about the huge volcanic eruption of Mount Vesuvius which happened in 79AD.  Next half term, in English, the 

children will be reading ‘The Owl Tree’ which is a fantastic book about Granny Diamond trying to save her be-

loved tree from her wicked neighbour, Mr Rock. The children will be writing different a variety of text types 

including a setting description and a balanced argument. In Geography, the children will be looking at Climate 

Zones around the world and looking at Arid, Mediterranean, Temperate and Tropical places. 

Year 4’s Remembrance Day display.  



January 
 
Tues 4th   Return to school for Spring 1 Term 
Weds 5th  Flu Spray Mop-up Session 
  

The winner this half 

term is... 

Year 3!   

Year 6 In English, Year 6 have been reading 

‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ and have produced some 
lovely pieces of writing including poetry, a diary 
entry, an information leaflet and a balanced argu-
ment. In Maths, the children have been working 
hard to master their arithmetic, fraction and per-
centage knowledge. In Art, Year 6 have produced 
some intricate Zentangle designs and studied the 
work of Kathe Kolwitz and produced their own 
portrait. The children have successfully raised 
money for different charitable causes such as the 
Christmas jumper day and the reindeer run. They 
have also loved the internal Christmas Fayre, 
Christmas Party and making their gonk decora-
tion. Miss Rooke is very proud of Year 6, this half 
term because of the children working extremely 
hard towards their individual targets. Next half 
term, Year 6 will be reading ‘Digging a Hole to 
Heaven’ which is based on coal mining and they 
will produce a range of writing based on this sto-
ry. In History, they will be doing a local study on 
the history and importance of coal mining in the 
area and how the physical landscape of Britain has 
changed since the 1800s. 

Year 5  Year 5 have worked really hard in English this half term when using the picture book ‘The Arrival’ as 

a stimulus for their writing. They have written some excellent diary entries, setting descriptions and poems 
with a focus on ambitious vocabulary. In Science, Year 5 have been learning about the properties of different 
materials. They have investigated which materials are flexible, permeable and waterproof. They have also 
learnt about the difference between a mixture and a solution and tested different ways to separate mixtures 
of materials. In PE, the children have worked with Project Sport to improve their attacking and defending skills 
in basketball and in art they have been looking at formal elements and architecture. They used printing mate-
rials to produce some super close up sections of house drawings. They have also experimented with water 
colours to produce some Winter Wonderland paintings.  Next half term, Year 5 will be learning about Earth 
and Space. In English, they will be using the non-fiction book ‘Curiosity’ as a stimulus for their writing. They 
will learn about the Mars Rover that was sent into space and write explanation texts, reports and balanced 
arguments about space. In Geography, Year 5’s topic is going to be Volcanoes and Earthquakes. The children 
will learn all about the structure of the earth, understand the effects of a volcanic eruption and learn how and 
why earthquakes occur. Year 5 will be continuing with their Samba lessons and in DT the children will be de-
signing and creating their own automata toy. 

Year 5 using printing materials. 

February 
 
Thurs 17th    Break up from school  
Fri 18th  INSET DAY 
Mon 28th  Return to school for Spring 2 Term 

     


