
Middlestown Primary Academy: February 2022 

 

Spring 2 PE Days 

UF— Monday 

Year 1— Monday and Wednesday 

Year 2— Thursday 

Year 3—Monday and Thursday 

Year 4— Monday (swimming) and          

Tuesday 

Year 5—Monday and Tuesday 

Year 6— Thursday 

 

 

MCAS 

Please ensure that you are registered to 

MCAS and, if you have a smart phone, 

please download the free app from the 

App Store or Google Play. If you need regis-

tration details, please contact the office. 

 

 

 

Headteacher’s Welcome…  Another half term has come to an end and this one has been a rollercoast-

er! A few weeks ago we had 45 children off school as well as 7 staff and this week we are covid free. The chil-

dren have adapted so well to changes in staffing and different ways of working. They have shown enthusiasm, 

dedication and perseverance and we are really proud of them. Year 4 had an amazing residential to Nell Bank 

and were all asleep by 10pm. Other classes will be going on trips next half term and the summer term. We 

also hope to invite you in to some class assemblies as we know that this is something that you have missed. 

There are so many other things to look forward to as we get closer to spring including Red Nose Day, World 

Book Day and Easter celebrations. I hope you all have a lovely half term break and we will see you back on 

Monday 28th February.  

 Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better…  

Mrs Ashcroft 

When did you start at MPA?   

I started at MPA in September 2015. 

What do you do at MPA?   

I teach in Upper Foundation and lead the Foundation 
Stage unit. I am also assistant headteacher, SENDco 
(special educational needs co-ordinator), DSL 
(designated safeguarding lead) and Music leader. 

What is your favourite thing about your job?  

The children! They honestly make me smile every sin-
gle day. You can never have a bad day working in 
EYFS. 

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?  

I love playing netball which I have played since being 
at school. I play for a team called ‘Mix ups’. I also love 
reading, dancing around my kitch-
en to music, walking my dog and 
spending time with family.  

Favourite moment at Middle-
stown so far?  

 I have so many to choose from. I 
think each year when I take the 
choir to Young Voices. When I hear 
our little choir singing along with 
thousands of other children, I burst with pride! 



   Year 2 The Year 2 topic for this half term has been ‘To Infinity and Beyond’ and the children have really enjoyed 

learning all about the race to space and the moon landing. They have looked at photographs and newspaper articles to 

find clues about the past. They mimed the things Neil Armstrong did on the moon and for homework they created amaz-

ing projects which they then shared with the class. In Design and Technology, the children designed, made and then evalu-

ated their own toy moon buggies.  The children were fascinated by the visit from the planetarium where they found out 

more about planets and the moon landing. Next half term our topic is ‘On Safari’ and the children will be reading lots of 

stories about animals in Africa. They will earn about animal life cycles in Science. In Geography, they will learn about the 

Zambian village of Mugurameno and they will compare it to Middlestown. In Maths, we will be continuing with our work 

on time and we will also be learning about fractions. To support our work on animals, we have planned a school visit to 

the Yorkshire Wildlife Park, where the children will learn about food chains and the diets of the different animals.   

Year 1 Year 1 have had a fantastic half term. They have been working so hard and we have seen fantastic progress with 

their writing. They have written character descriptions of Mog from ‘Mog and Bunny’, they retold a story called ‘The Runa-
way Iceberg’ and they explored rhyming words through the book ‘Oi Dog!’. In Maths, the children have been practising 
counting in 2s.5s and 10s and they have been learning about fractions of shapes and numbers. Year 1 loved their topic 
about The Great Fire of London, they enjoyed making a human timeline, re-enacting how the fire was put out and inter-
viewing Mrs Sholi dressed up at Samuel Pepys! They have a wealth of sticky knowledge about this topic so please quiz 
them when you see them! Next half term, the topic will be The Victorians. The children will learn about Queen Victoria and 
the toys that children played with in the Victorian times. The children will carry on learning about ‘Materials’ in Science and 
carry out an investigations comparing different materials. In RE, Year 1 will be learning all about Easter and what happened 
on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. 

Year 1 learning enjoying Maths and History.   

 Foundation Stage Foundation stage started the term by making New Year resolutions and thinking about what 

they would like to achieve this year. We then began our ‘people who help us’ topic where we enjoyed learning about the 

emergency services and other helping roles such as park keepers and vets. We ended this unit by learning about the im-

portance of oral health and why visiting the dentist is important. We enjoyed celebrating the year of the Tiger as part of 

our learning about the Chinese New Year. We particularly loved eating noodles! Next half term, we will be starting our 

‘Once upon a time’ topic where we will be using fairy and traditional tales in our learning. The first week back, we will be 

celebrating pancake day. 

Foundation celebrating the year of the 
Tiger.  



     Year 4 This half term, Year 4 have undertaken research about the Ancient Egyptians, looking deeper into some 

of the famous discoveries (including Tutankhamun’s tomb) and how Egyptologists use hieroglyphics to learn how this 

ancient civilisation lived. They have thoroughly enjoyed studying the book Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx by Joe 

Todd-Stanton, really getting a feel of how each character might have felt and reacted at the different parts of the sto-

ry. They started the year by writing a FANTASTIC setting description, then moved on to persuasive letters, diary en-

tries, non-chronological reports and even poetry. In Science, the children have been finding out about the living 

things in our area, classifying local vertebrates and searching for invertebrates to study in our school grounds. They 

also learnt about the positive and negative effects of human interference on the environment and how this could be 

reduced. The Music topic for this half-term has been slightly different; Year 4 have become ‘listeners of music’ and 

developed skills required for listening to pieces of classical music. They listened carefully to an unfamiliar piece of 

music, then analysed it and created a drama to accompany the music, taking time to consider the effect of changing 

dynamics, tempo and other musical features. This exercise has really developed their creativity and lateral thinking 

skills, which they have gone on to use to enhance their literacy. They have all worked extremely hard this half term 

and should be proud of themselves! In February, Year 4 took part in celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee by 

creating artwork based on the famous artist Andy Warhol. They also had some special visitors come in to school to 

talk to them about their experiences of the Royal Coronation – Mr and Mrs Mercer were 12 and 14 years old when 

King George VI died, so they remember it well and were willing to share their experiences and memories with Year 4. 

Additionally, Year 4 undertook a residential school trip to Nell Bank! On 8th February, Year 4 set off for Nell Bank and 

spent a fantastic two days completing team-building activities, learning how to build a den using natural materials, 

developing orienteering skills and creating memories that will last a lifetime. Next half term, Year 4 will move on to a 

new topic: Rivers. They will start a new book in English called ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes and use it to write in a 

range of genres including letter writing, reports, newspaper articles and character descriptions. They will continue to 

work on using expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials and direct speech with inverted commas. Additionally, Year 

4 will be learning how to read analogue clocks and digital time to the nearest minute and use this knowledge to an-

swer problem solving questions.  

Year 3 What a busy half term Year 3 have had! They have worked really hard this half term in all subjects and their 

hard work has paid off! In English, Year 3 have been completing work all around the book ‘The Owl Tree’ by Jenny Nimmo 

and have written lots of genres of writing including Diary entries and persuasive letters. They have loved exploring the 

different characters in the story. In Art, the children have loved their craft project. From paper weaving to tie dying t-

shirts, the children have worked really hard to produce some amazing pieces of art which will be displayed outside the 

classroom for everyone to see. In Geography, the children have been exploring Climate Zones around the world and have 

created their very own weather forecast for a country of their choice. Next half term,  In English, Year 3 will be com-

pleting work all around the book ‘The True Story of the Three Little Pigs’ by Jon Scieszka and will explore the character, 

Alexander T. Wolf using drama. In Geography, the children will be exploring North and South America and learning about 

the physical and human features of the landscapes.  

Year 4  on their residential at Nell Bank 
Mr and Mrs Mercer visiting Year 4. 



Year 4 loved Nell Bank!  

Above: Year 2’s Design and Technology pro-
jects. 
Below: Year 2 visiting the Planetarium. 

Top left: Year 1 splitting shapes in Maths. 
Top right: Year 1 learning about the Great Fire of London. 
Below: Year 1 in drama.  



February 
 
Mon 28th    Return to school for Spring 2 Term 
 
March 
 
Thurs 3rd    World Book Day 
Mon 7th—Weds 9th Y6 at Robinwood 
Weds 9th    Y2 Yorkshire Wildlife Park Trip 
Tues 15th   Parents Evening (3:30pm-5:30pm) 

Weds 16th   Individual School Photographs  

    Parents Evening (4:30pm-6:30pm) 
 
  

The winner this half 

term is... 

Year 1!  

Year 6 Year 6 have enjoyed reading 

Kensuke’s Kingdom and have produced some 
excellent pieces of work linked to this story. 
In Art, they have produced some bright and 
colourful graffiti tags to express their individ-
ualism and they have also studied how to 
draw different facial expressions using char-
coal. In Science, they have enjoyed learning 
about the circulatory system and what an 
amazing job the heart does within our bod-
ies. In History, they have started learning 
about the Industrial Revolution and what a 
huge impact it has had on the we live today. 
Year 6 will study how the coal mining indus-
try has played such an influential part in our 
local area and they will read: Digging a Hole 
to Heaven by SD Nelson. In Design and Tech-
nology, they will ‘design’ and make a pasty 
for a coal miner. In March, Year 6 will be ven-
turing outdoors to Robinwood where they 
participate in lots of exciting activities and 
adventures. Fingers crossed, Year 6 will be 
able to challenge another school in our local 
area to a friendly football match! 

Year 5  This half term, Year 5 have been incredibly busy learning about Space! They have worked hard in class to 

learn about the different planets, how the planets orbit the sun and the different phases of the moon. As part of their 
science topic, they had an exciting visit from Aurora Planetarium. This was an in-depth, immersive experience in which 
the children were able to watch videos about space and learn about the galaxy that we live. The children have incorpo-
rated space into their art work and have produced some superb rocket pictures, based on the work by Peter Thorpe. In 
English, the children have been reading the book ‘Curiosity’ by Markus Motum. They have learnt about the Mars Rover, 
Curiosity, and written diary entries as if they were the rover travelling to and landing on Mars. In Geography, Year 5 have 
been learning about volcanoes and earthquakes. They have learnt about how and why volcanoes erupt and about move-
ment of tectonic plates causing earthquakes. In DT, the children have designed and created their own Automata Toy. 
They researched how different cams work, designed their own toy and created a working and moving toy in school.  Year 
5 took part in a STEAM workshop for the day with Miss Major, a science teacher from Horbury Academy. Throughout the 
day, the children took part in different scientific experiments and learnt about the effects of the polar ice caps melting 
and about global warming. The most exciting part of the day for the children was when they were introduced to lots of 
different animals and creatures from Captivating Creatures. Some of the animals that the children had a chance to hold 
(and have on their heads!) were a snake, a tarantula, a bearded dragon, a millipede and a chinchilla! Next half term, Year 
5 are continuing with their Space topic in Science and will learn more about volcanoes and earthquakes in Geography, 
including learning about mountain life and the importance of the Himalayas for people living in the region. In PE, Year 5 
will be completing the PlayMaker Award which will help the children to develop leadership skills such as organisation, 
communication and teamwork.  

Year 5 enjoyed visiting the Plane-

tarium. 

Fri 18th      Red Nose Day 
Weds 30th   Y5 Samba Assembly at 2:45pm 

Thurs 31st    Y3 Class Assembly at 9am (depending               
   on Covid numbers)  

 
April 
 
Thurs 7th     Easter Disco 
Fri 8th      Break up from school 
Mon 25th     Return to school for Summer 1 Term  

   

Year 5 loved their STEAM day!  


