
Middlestown Primary Academy: April 2022 

Fundraising 

Comic Relief Red     Nose Day: 

£325.28 

Thank you for your continued 

support! 

Summer 1 PE Days  

UF— Friday 

Year 1—  Monday and Wednesday 

Year 2— Thursday 

Year 3—Monday and Thursday 

Year 4— Monday (swimming) and Tuesday 

Year 5—Monday and Friday 

Year 6— Tuesday 

Headteacher’s Welcome…  The start of spring is always one of my favourite half terms when the days get 

longer and nature comes alive again!  I am just hoping that the good weather we had a few weeks ago returns for the 

Easter break.  We have been making the most of getting the children outside again with FS visiting the duck pond, the 

school council decorating the Middlestown phone box and Y2 going on their trip to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park.  We have 

also had some celebrations in school with the Easter disco, the Y5 Samba assembly and the Y3 class assembly.  We will 

continue planning a range of things in the summer term with most classes going on a trip whether that is linked to their 

topic or the Middlestown Passport (a range of activities that we want children to experience whilst here at MPA).  We 

will also be carrying on with class assemblies, Sports Day (dates will be announced early next half term) and Sports week.  

Year 6 and Year 2 children will have their statutory tests in May and we invite you to join us for SATs workshops if you 

have children in those year groups.   

I hope you all have a lovely Easter break (the best time of year to indulge in some chocolate treats). 

 Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better…  

Mrs Hall 

When did you start at MPA?   

I started working at MPA in October 2012 and first 
began in Year 1.  

What do you do at MPA?   

I’m a HLTA (higher level teaching assistant) and work 
the majority of the time in Year 2.  

What is your favourite thing about your job?  

Working with the children and supporting them with 
their learning. I love coming to work everyday and 
being part of the MPA community! 

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?  

I enjoy walking my dog in the local countryside, read-
ing and embroidery. 

Favourite moment at Middle-
stown so far?  

Welcoming the children back to 
school after lockdown. Seeing all 
their faces again and being back 
together was the best feeling!  

Favourite food? 

Roast dinner and profiteroles. I 
have a very sweet tooth! 

First Aid Training 

This half term, the children took part in 

first aid training. The leader commented 

on how we were one of the best schools 

she had visited and how polite the chil-

dren are. Well done everyone! 



   Year 2 The topic in Year 2 this half term has been ‘On Safari’ and the children have read lots of books 

about animals. The Geography topic has been about the Zambian village, Mugurameno and the children com-

pared life there to their own lives in Middlestown. They were amazed about the things people have to do there 

to protect themselves from the wild animals. In DT, the children were given the task of designing and making a 

hand puppet that could be sold in the Yorkshire Wildlife Park souvenir shop. They worked really hard with their 

cutting and sewing skills and their finished puppets are amazing. Year 2 visited the Yorkshire Wildlife Park to 

support their Science work on habitats and animals. They learnt about food chains with one of the park rangers 

and they even got to hold a hissing cockroach and touch a blue tongued skink. Our topic for next half term is 

‘Katie and the Artists’ and it will have a strong art theme. The children will read the Katie story books by James 

Mayhew and they will learn about artists from different cultures and historical backgrounds. In History, our 

topic is Barbara Hepworth and the children will learn about her life and work. They will also learn about life in 

Wakefield when Barbara Hepworth was a child.  

Year 1 Year 1 have had a fun filled half term! They loved their Victorians – Childhood topic and can tell you so 

many facts about how Victorian children lived. They have enjoyed their money topic in Maths and have re-

capped addition. In English, they loved all our writing activities linked to books about Queens, especially ‘The 

Queen’s Knickers’! In PSHE, the children have learnt about money and jobs and can talk about what special 

qualities they have and how these would be useful in certain jobs. In DT, the children have made chairs for their 

class bear, they designed, made and evaluated it. Year 1 had an exciting day where they had a full day History 

workshop all about ‘Toys through time’. They loved handling and playing with all the old toys and comparing 

them to the toys that they played with at home. The children have really enjoyed having the dance coach this 

half term, especially the Encanto themed dance lessons. The topic next half term is ‘The United Kingdom’, this is 

always such a popular topic, the children love learning all about Scotland and the Loch Ness Monster! In Sci-

ence, the children will learn all about plants and will watch different flowers grow whilst naming the parts of 

the plant.  

 

 Foundation Stage This half term EYFS have been learning about Traditional Tales. As part of this we 

thought about ‘What makes a happy ending?’ when reading a variety of stories. We also celebrated key events 

such as Pancake Day, Science Week, Autism Awareness Week and will end the term learning about Easter. We 

planted our herb garden and began to grow sunflowers which will support our learning next term. When learn-

ing about the story ‘The Ugly Duckling’, we took a walk to Coxley woods and visited the duck pond. Next half 

term, we will begin our ‘Down at the bottom of the garden’ topic. We will be continuing our learning about 

plants and growing as well as learning about minibeasts and animals in other habitats such as farms as zoos. As 

part of this topic we will be having caterpillars to observe as well as taking a trip to Cannon Hall Farm.  

Year 1 loved the ‘Toys through 

time’ workshop! 



     Year 4 This half-term, Year 4 have studied rivers in Geography, researching famous rivers around the 

world and discussing their uses today compared to hundreds of years ago. They used maps and the internet to 

locate famous rivers including the Mississippi, Nile, Yellow River and more! They have thoroughly enjoyed stud-

ying the book ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes, using personification, expanded noun phrases and adverbial 

phrases to convey the movement of the Iron Man, along with the villagers’ reactions. They started the half term 

with an author study on Ted Hughes, followed by a setting description, set of instructions and a newspaper re-

port. In Science, the children have been finding out about how humans digest food, learning the names of rele-

vant organs and their roles in the digestive system. They completed a scientific inquiry into the effect of differ-

ent liquids on teeth and investigated a series of skulls, identifying the teeth and using their knowledge to identi-

fy the type of animal and what it might eat. Year 4’s French has really been coming along this half term. They 

can know hold a conversation in French, conveying their name, age, family members and pets. They have been 

learning how to pronounce words ending in ‘-in’ such as ‘lapin’ (rabbit) and ‘moulin’ (mill). In Art, Year 4 have 

been learning and practising some formal elements in art, including printing, charcoal mark making, creating 

patterns using stamps and reflection/symmetry. They have really enjoyed learning about different techniques 

they had not encountered before and are enthusiastic about using them to create more artwork in the future. 

In March, ten boys and girls from Year 4 participated in the West Yorkshire Cross Country Finals! They had a 

fantastic afternoon competing and all performed well, with one of the girls placing first in Wakefield! We were 

very proud of them all. Next half term, Year 4 will move on to a new topic: Rainforests. They will continue read-

ing ‘The Iron Man’ for a few weeks before moving on to a new book. In English, they will continue practising 

using expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials and direct speech with inverted commas and correct punctu-

ation. Additionally, Year 4 will be revising previously covered topics in Maths including fractions and decimals. 

Year 3 What a busy half term Year 3 have had! They have worked really hard this half term in all subjects 

and their hard work has paid off! In English, Year 3 have been completing work all around the book ‘The True 

Story of the Three Little Pigs’ by Jon Scieszka and have thoroughly enjoyed exploring the character, Alexander 

T. Wolf using drama. Year 3 performed their class assembly to their parents and what a successful assembly it 

was! Mr Andrews was very proud of them all! In Geography, Year 3 have been exploring North America and 

the different physical and human features of the different landscapes across the country. They have been 

learning about the states of the USA and even created a persuasive advert to convince others to go the Rocky 

Mountains. Next half term, lots of fun things are in store for Year 3. They will be starting their new history top-

ic ‘Ancient Greece’ and will be finding out about the first Olympics, Greek Gods and how the Greeks impacted 

our modern-day society. They will also be moving on to their next Geography topic, ‘South America’ and look-

ing closely at Rio.  

Year 3 and Year 4 loved taking part in their Science experiments! 



  The children took part in First Aid.  

Year 5 and 6 taking part in a Sports Hall Athletics 
festival. 

Year 5 have enjoyed their Art and DT topics 
this half term.  

Year 4 and Year 5 with PC Alan. 



April  
Mon 25th  Return to school for Summer 1 Term 
   Y2 SATs Workshop 
Weds 27th   Y6 SATs Workshop 
Thurs 28th  Young Voices 
 
May 
Mon 2nd   Bank Holiday  
Mon 9th   Y6 SATs Week 
Thurs 26th  Break up from school 

The winner this half 

term is... 

Year 4! 

Year 6 Year 6 have had a busy half term, preparing for SATs and continuing their topic on the Industrial Revolu-

tion and Coal Mining. They have used a range sources in history to find out the 6 factors that contributed to the 

industrialisation of Britain and they have also written a newspaper report on a coal mining accident. In DT, they 

have designed a pasty for a miner working long hours underground (which they will be making after the Easter 

holidays). The children have competed in a hockey and indoor athletics competitions coming second in the hock-

ey and 3rd overall in the athletics. The children thoroughly enjoyed their residential trip to Robinwood where 

they overcame their fears on the giant swing and climbing walls. The children will sit their SATs in the third week 

of the Summer 1 term and in the following weeks they will start to audition for the Year 6 leavers’ performance. 

Year 5 This half term, Year 5 have worked hard in all areas of their learning. In Science, Year 5 have continued 

learning about Earth and Space; this half term, the children learnt about the different phases of the moon including 

when it is waxing and waning. In Geography, the children have really enjoyed learning about volcanoes and earth-

quakes. They have researched a famous earthquake and written in-depth reports about them. The children have been 

very creative in both art and DT this half term. In DT, the children designed and made their own Automata Toys; these 

toys were based on different endangered animals that the children had learnt about. They designed their toy and fol-

lowed a step-by-step plan to create their toy. They look fantastic! In Art, Year 5 have learnt about lots of different 

artists including Banksy, Rorschach and Magdalene Odundo. When learning about Magdalene Odundo, the children 

created their own artwork on the playground by using their whole bodies to make long, sweeping arm movements to 

draw. In English, Year 5 have been using the picture book ‘Journey’ by Aaron Becker as a stimulus for their writing. 

They took part in lots of different drama activities and produced some superb writing from the perspective of differ-

ent characters in the book. Year 5 and 6 took part in a Sports Hall Athletics festivals against other primary schools in 

the local area. The girls came 3rd at their event and the boys came 2nd. When their scores were combined, Middle-

stown Primary Academy came 3rd overall – a brilliant achievement and some excellent team work from all children 

involved. All children were able to take part in First Aid workshops delivered by Direct Action Training; the children 

learnt about the role of a first aider, how to bandage injuries and how to administer CPR! Some children in Year 4 and 

5 became Junior Cadets for 2 days with PC Alan from Wakefield Police. The children learnt lots about the work that 

the police do and they all received their own police cadet badge and certificate for passing the course. Afterwards, 4 

children were then selected to represent Middlestown in June at the Police HQ in Wakefield! Next half term, Year 5 

will be reading the book ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar as a stimulus for their writing. They will write setting descriptions, 

newspaper reports, information texts and more! In Science, the children will learn about Animals and Humans, includ-

ing the timeline of humans and how people change as they grow older. In History, the children will go back in time to 

learn about the Tudors; they will learn about Henry VIII, his six wives and how he changed England with the English 

Reformation. They will learn about what it was like to live in the Tudor times and how life was different for the rich 

and the poor. Year 5 will also take part in their next STEAM event day with Miss Major from Horbury Academy next 

half term.  

 

Fri 27th  Term time Jubilee Bank        

   Holiday 

 

June 

Mon 6th   Return to school for Summer 2 

   Term 


