
Middlestown Primary Academy: May 2021 

Fundraising 

Red Nose Day: £149.28 

 

 Marie Curie International 

Womens Day: £95.74 

 

Odd Sock Day: £105.30  

 

  Thank you for the continued support.  

A few polite reminders… 

Please make sure your child is dropped off and 

picked up from school at the correct time. 

If your child will be absent from school to in-

form the office by 9:30am.  

Parents are not permitted to park in the school 

carpark. This is a staff only carpark.  

Head Of Academy’s Welcome… It really has been an action packed half term and we have so many 

things planned for next half term too. We just need the sun to shine now so we can continue some of our 

learning outside. I have been very impressed with all the entries for the plastic recycling competition- you 

have been so creative with how to reuse plastic and make it into something useful. I was a little bit worried 

about my job last week. There were so many applications submitted and a very difficult choice. Well done to 

Mr McAvoy, Miss Morley and Miss Jack for running the school. They answered some very important phone 

calls, signed some budget forms and even carried out Mrs Sholi’s appraisal. (They told her she was exceeding 

expectation and she was delighted with this feedback). Thank you for all your continued support and we look 

forward to seeing you at sports day next half term. Have a lovely May half term break.  

Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better…  

Mrs Thompson 

  

When did you start at MPA?   

I started at Middlestown in the Easter term 1985.  

What do you do at MPA?   

I am a HLTA and Nursery Nurse. I teach Lower Foundation 
and also promote Makaton throughout school.  

What is your favourite thing about your job?  

I love seeing the new children blossom and grow in confi-
dence in our Foundation Stage.  

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?  

I enjoy going for walks, reading and being with my family.  

Favourite moment at Middlestown so far?  

My favourite moment was 
when we had a Makaton day 
and MPA was awarded Ma-
katon friendly status.  

Favourite food? 

I love chicken, especially 
Hunters chicken! 

Recycling Competition Winners 

Thank you to everyone who entered the recy-

cling competition. All of the entries were fan-

tastic!  Well done to Oscar Lewis, Trysten Gaw-

thorpe and Evelyn Hardcastle for winning. Your 

creations were amazing!  



Foundation This half term in EYFS, we have been learning about ‘People Who Help Us’. We have learnt 

about the jobs of doctors, nurses, postal workers and supermarket workers to name a few. We have enjoyed 

role plays of a post office, doctors surgery and shop. In maths, Lower Foundation have been working on 

counting and recognising numbers while Upper Foundation have been focussing on addition and subtraction. 

This half term we have enjoyed the company of Miss Judd and Miss Shield who are student teachers and have 

completed their first ever teaching placements with us form Leeds Trinity University. We wish them well with 

the rest of their studies and thank them for their support with learning this half term. Next half term, our topic 

will be Food and Healthy Eating. We will be learning about what it means to eat healthily and we will be trying 

out a variety of healthy fruits and vegetables. We will also learn about how to grow plants to eat and how 

these feed us and animals. In Summer term, we like to observe caterpillars grow into butterflies too! We look 

forward to welcoming parents to our Sports Day and will be holding one of our fundraising Rainbow Days very 

soon.  

Year 1 Year 1 have really enjoyed their plants 

topic in Science. They grew sunflowers and learnt 

about different garden and wild flowers. They la-

belled the different parts of a flower. In Geogra-

phy, they have been learning all about the United 

Kingdom. They were particularly fascinated by 

Scotland and enjoyed writing fact files about Nes-

sie and reading the book ‘There was a Wee Girl 

who swallowed a Midgie’. In Maths, the children 

learnt how to tell the time to the nearest hour and 

half hour. They practised counting to 100 and 

counting in 2s, 5s and 10s.  In Design and Technol-

ogy, the children learnt how to cut, grate and peel 

a range of different fruits. They then planned their 

own recipes for ‘Fruity Ice cream Sundaes’. They 

were delicious! Next half term Year 1 will be taking 

part in a full day workshop to launch their Seaside 

topic. They will be looking in detail at the life of 

Grace Darling and taking part in drama activities to 

learn about her life. As part of our Geography topic 

to explore our local area the children will be walk-

ing to Coxley Woods.  

 Year 1 cutting and grating 
fruit.  

Year 2 This half term, Year 2 have been learning 

about hot and cold places. They have located these 

places on a world map and have learnt about why it 

is hot in deserts and rainforests and cold in the po-

lar regions. They have learnt about animals and 

their habitats and how they are adapted to live in 

hot and cold places. In English, they have read 

books linked with this topic and have used them as 

inspiration for their writing. In Maths, they have 

used the column method for addition and subtrac-

tion and have revised using money. In Science, the 

children have learnt about plants and have investi-

gated what they need for healthy growth. In Design 

and Technology, the children thought carefully 

about what makes a good hand puppet, before de-

signing and making their own. They have all been 

super sewers! Next half term, Year 2 will be learn-

ing about Titanic. This is always a really popular 

topic. They will be researching and comparing the 

1st, 2nd and 3rd class facilities on the ship. They will 

learn about the key events and create a timeline. 

They will also discuss who was to blame for the dis-

aster.  



Year 4 This half term Year 4 have loved looking at the geography topic ‘Rainforests.’ They have learnt where 

they can be found and how important rainforests are; not only to the animals and people that live in them but 

to everyone. They have written reports and persuasive arguments against deforestation and have used the rain-

forest as a setting for narratives and instruction writing. In PE this half term, Year 4 have been concentrating on 

key skills such as teamwork, communication and leadership. They have made their own obstacle courses and 

directed each other around them blindfolded. They also navigated the school grounds reading maps. In Design 

Technology, they have been evaluating different bags and stiches and are now going to design, cut out and sew 

their own pencil cases and phone covers. Year 4 particularly enjoyed the ‘States of Matter’ Science experiment 

about the best temperature to melt chocolate (I wonder if it was because they got to eat a piece at the end?) 

Next half term, Year 4 will be looking at the local area and mapping which will hopefully include a trip to Coxley 

Woods. In English, we will concentrate on writing stories and how we can improve our descriptions and charac-

ters. In Music, Year 4 have been learning about body percussion and they will create their own layered composi-

tion inspired by the rainforest. They will also continue to sew and decorate their bags.  

Year 3 What a busy half term Year 3 have had! They have worked really hard this half term in all subjects 

and their hard work has paid off! In English, Year 3 have been completing work all around the book ‘The True 
Story of the Three Little Pigs’ by Jon Scieszka and have thoroughly enjoyed exploring the character, Alexander 
T. Wolf using drama. In Art, the children have loved their craft project. From paper weaving to tie dying t-
shirts, the children have worked really hard to produce some amazing pieces of art which will be displayed out-
side the classroom for everyone to see. In Geography, the children have been exploring North and South 
America and learning about the physical and human features of the landscapes. All of the children have en-
joyed researching about the countries within the two continents. On the final week of this half term, the chil-
dren took part in a fashion show to model their amazing T-shirts! Next half term, lots of fun things are in store 
for Year 3. They will be starting their new history topic ‘Ancient Greece’ and will be finding out about the first 
Olympics, Greek Gods and how the Greeks impacted our modern-day society. They will also be continuing with 
their Geography topic, ‘South America’ and looking more closely at Rio and Brazil. Headteacher and Assistant 
Headteacher for the day was a great success Jack (Y6), Lauren (Y5) and Eve (Y2) did an amazing job at running 
the school! Well done! 

Year 4 taking part in PE and their science 
experiment.  

Year 2 creating their puppets.  



June 

Mon 7th: INSET DAY (school closed to children) 

Tues 8th: Return to school for Summer 2 Term 

Weds 9th: Y6 Sports Day 

Thurs 10th: Y5 Sports Day 

Mon 14th: Class Photographs 

          Y6 Reserve Sports Day 

Tues 15th: FS Sports Day 

          Y5 Reserve Sports Day 

Weds 16th: Y4 Sports Day 

Thurs 17th: Y3 Sports Day 

Fri 18th: Y4 Reserve Sports Day 

Mon 21st: Y1 Sports Day 

Tues 22nd: Y3 Reserve Sports Day 

 
 

Year 2!    

Year 6 Year 6 have had a busy half term, continuing their topic on the Industrial Revolution and Coal Min-

ing. They have used a range of sources in history to find out about the different jobs in the Victorian times 

and how terrible the conditions were – especially for children! In English, they have written a diary entry as if 

they were a chimney sweep, miner or mill worker. In Maths, the children having been attempting some tricky 

percentage problems and consolidating their understanding of co-ordinates and reflection. In Art, the chil-

dren have been completing photo montages on a subject of their choosing and have created some fantastic 

Picasso style portraits.  Linked to the Year 6 Coal Mining topic, the children have followed a recipe to make 

coal out of Oreos and marshmallows which were delicious! They were also successful in their TT Rockstar 

battles against Year 2 and Year 4. It is going to be a busy final half-term for the Year 6s as they will be prepar-

ing to perform their Leavers Show: Rock Bottom. They also have their day trip to look forward to, their leav-

ers meal and possibly the teachers vs Year 6 rounders match!  

Year 5 This half term, Year 5 have been learning lots about King Henry VIII and the Tudors in history. They 

have learnt about his 6 different wives and what life was like in the Tudor times. In English, the children have 

enjoyed reading ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. They have written diary entries and newspaper reports, as well as 

researching famous outlaws and life in the Wild West. Year 5 have really enjoyed their SAMBA lessons which 

started this half term and are exciting to carry on next half term. Next half term, Year 5 will be going on a trip 

to Little Deer Wood Activity Centre in Mirfield. They will take part in different outdoor activities including boul-

dering and a low ropes course. In History, the children will continue to learn about the Tudors and the Battle 

of Wakefield, as well as reading ‘The Secret Diary of Thomas Snoop: Tudor Boy Spy’ in English.  In Science, Year 

5 will be learning about forces, including the effects of gravity, water resistance and friction. In PE, coaches 

from Wakefield Trinity Rugby Club will be coming into school to lead the PE sessions for Year 5 for the half 

term.  

Year 5 enjoying SAMBA. 

Weds 23rd: Y1 Reserve Sports Day 

Thurs 24th: Y2 Sports Day 

Fri 25th: Y2 Reserve Sports Day 

 

July 

Mon 12th: Y5 Little Deer Wood Trip 

Thurs 15th: Y6 Little Deer Wood Trip 

Fri 23rd: Break up for Summer 
 

The winner this  
half term is... 


