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Head Of Academy’s Welcome… I really feel that this has been one of the best half terms I have ever had at 

Middlestown.  It all started with every class having their sports days, which you were all able to attend starting with a 

family picnic.  Many of the classes in school have been able to go on a trip outside school.  The older children attending 

Little Deer Wood activity centre and some of the other classes splashing in the stream and the mud in Coxley Woods.  

The children loved break the rule today and many of them were asking if we could do it every Friday.  I am sure it will 

become an annual event!  Thank you for supporting all of the different fund raising events including penny wars, the 

raffle and the film night.  The children have moved to their new classes this week and enjoying their learning linked to 

the picture Owl Lovebirds in Totem Pole Forest by Sandra Silberzweig. The work will be presented to you via social me-

dia and/or Teams/Seesaw.  We are also encouraging the children to keep doing a little bit of learning over the summer 

and are busy recording story times, phonics videos and setting maths challenges.  These activities will just help the chil-

dren recap some of their learning ready for September.  I do hope you all have a lovely summer and enjoy some family 

time together.   

Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better…                    

Miss Doorduyn  

When did you start at MPA?   

I started at Middlestown Primary almost two weeks ago!  

What do you do at MPA?  

I will be teaching Year 4 in September. This includes topics such as the Vikings and 
Anglo-Saxons, electrical systems, Ancient Egypt, and more! I am particularly looking 
forward to teaching human biology (teeth and the digestive system) as I have a 
medical background and think these topics are fascinating!  

What is your favourite thing about your job?  

I love that ‘AHA!’ moment when children first understand a new concept or see how 
a lesson applies directly to their lives. I also love seeing my pupils experience the 
world beyond where they live. However, my all-time favourite thing about teaching 
is seeing young people work together to develop new skills and inspire a love of 
learning in each other. Practically, I love class discussions and finding out new things 
through conversation, research and reading.  

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?  

Outside school, I spend time going for walks with my 
friends, brushing up my cooking skills and singing 
along to my favourite tunes. I also LOVE reading; I 
can often be found with my nose in a good book. I 
am open to recommendations so if you have read a 
good book lately, please let me know!  

Favourite moment at Middlestown so far? 

My favourite moment so far was when I first walked 
into the school building on my first day. I was so 
excited to start and felt really welcomed and includ-
ed.  

Favourite food? 

My favourite food is freshly baked bread with butter and cheese. Yum...  

Photography 

Competition: 

£61.50 

Penny Wars: £282.57  

Congratulations to    

Upper Foundation for     

winning! 

Sports for 

Champions: 

£1058 

Film Night: £384 

Thank you for the continued     

support. 



Foundation This half term, Foundation Stage have been learning about healthy eating and life cycles. We 

had some of our very own caterpillars which we watched transform into beautiful butterflies which we then 

released on the school grounds. While reading Handa’s Surprise, we learnt about the continent of Africa; the 

animals, the food and the different countries and landscapes. It has been a very busy half term but Upper 

Foundation worked hard to get themselves Year 1 ready! We had our outdoor area totally transformed and 

the children have enjoyed exploring the new space. Rainbow day was a huge success and we raised a fantastic 

amount of money which is going towards enhancing the new outdoor area. In September, Early Years will start 

their new curriculum. In Autumn term we will start our topic Marvellous Me! We will be learning all about our-

selves and each other as well as finding out about where we live and what life was like for our parents and 

grandparents. 

Year 1 Year 1 have had a fantastic half term. 

They have produced some brilliant writing linked 

to our History Seaside topic, they really impressed 

the teachers with their use of adjectives when de-

scribing the creatures, they might find in a rock 

pool. In Maths, they have been learning about 

grouping, sharing and arrays. The children have 

really enjoyed our History topic all about Seasides 

in the past and they compared old and new ob-

jects and learnt all about the remarkable bravery 

of Grace Darling. In Art, the children made some 

lovely seaside pictures using paint and different 

materials to create different textures.  In Geogra-

phy, the children have really enjoyed learning 

about and exploring their local area. They identi-

fied the human features in Middlestown on their 

local walk and even added symbols on a map to 

show where they were! The children learnt so 

much during their Grace Darling workshop. The 

children loved role playing being Farne Island and 

they really got to grasps with how Grace felt and 

acted on the day of the rescue. The children loved 

our very muddy walk to Coxley Woods! They loved 

being free to roam, paddle in the stream and 

splash in the puddles! They enjoyed making a bug 

house from natural materials they found in the 

forest.  

Year 2 This half term the children in Year 2 have 

really enjoyed the Titanic topic. They have learnt 

about the different classes and facilities, the sinking 

of the ship and they discussed who they thought 

was to blame for the disaster. They have also paint-

ed pictures of Titanic and drew portraits of Captain 

Smith. For their homework, the children produced 

some amazing projects such as models, pictures, 

timelines and information sheets. They should be 

very proud of themselves. The children have also 

enjoyed making mini pizzas and they had a wonder-

ful time on their recent trip to Coxley Woods. In 

September, Year 2’s topic is ‘If you go down to the 

woods….’ We will be visiting Coxley Woods and will 

be learning about woodland animals and minibe-

asts and their habitats. 

 A few of Year 2’s Titanic projects.  



Year 4 Year 4 have been looking at the geography topic ‘Local Area’ this half term and started with a trip 

around Middlestown to work on their fieldwork skills. They really enjoyed trying to decide how old the build-

ings were and used maps to mark on shops and other local amenities, as well their own houses. Back in the 

classroom, they looked at digital maps to identify physical and human features and think about how to adver-

tise Middlestown to others in the style of social media posts. Story writing has been the focus for Year 4 in Eng-

lish for the last half term. They used the book ‘The Tin Forest’ to write their own transformation narratives as 

well as Pie Corbett’s ‘The papaya that spoke’ as the basis for their own stories. Year 4 have been working on 

formal elements in art this half term. They made their own stamps using 2d shapes and polystyrene and print-

ed symmetrical and repeated patterns. They also collected interesting objects to experiment with imprinting 

texture and patterns into play dough for printing. Finally, they used a compass to recreate the sacred geomet-

ric symbol, ‘the flower of life.’ Year 4 really enjoyed all the sporting activities available this half term. They 

loved sports week, especially the skateboarding and had a fantastic time at their sports day supported by 

friends and family. They were also lucky enough to have a Project Sport coach this half term working on their 

batting and fielding skills. 

Year 3 This half term, Year 3 have thoroughly enjoyed their Ancient Greek topic. They have discovered all 

about the Greek Gods and in English, they have read the myth about Pandora’s Box. The class completed some 

great pieces of writing from the story. Year 3 also enjoyed their Geography topic, ‘South America’, they re-

searched what life was like in Brazil and debated the pros and cons of holding the Olympics in Rio! In DT, the 

children have been designing, making and evaluating their own gift boxes. They investigated different types of 

packaging and then creating their own personalised gift box. Year 3 loved meeting Jaydon Paddock and com-

pleting their circuit! They also loved sports week and lots of the children wanted to take on lots of new sports! 

In their final week of year 3, the children went for a ‘Coxley Woods Adventure’ and thoroughly enjoyed their 

afternoon in the woods.  

Year 4  on their walk around     
Middlestown.  

School Council Have you thought about being a School Council member? Do you think you would be a 

good representative for your class? When we are back into school in September, School Council elections will 

take place. Over Summer, you might want to think about why you would be a perfect candidate and why you 

deserve a place on Middlestown’s School Council! 

Year 4  creating their 
own stamps and           
enjoying sports week.  



September 

Mon 6th: INSET DAY (school closed to children) 

Tues 7th: Return to school for Autumn 1 Term 

 
 

Year: UF!    

Year 6 Year 6 have been extremely busy this half term completing 

transition work, preparing for the Leavers’ Performance, being taught 

English and Science by the high school teachers, receiving their leav-

ers’ hoodies and enjoying their pizzas from Capri. The year 6 Leavers’ 

Performance was a success with the children thoroughly enjoying per-

forming ‘Rock Bottom’ which will be available to watch on a link via 

Teams. The children also thoroughly enjoyed their trip to Little Deer 

Wood where the they took part in bouldering and archery and com-

pleted lots of team building activities – they were a credit to the 

school. The final challenge for the children is to attempt to beat the 

teachers at rounders – who will be victorious? 

Year 5 This half term, Year 5 have been very busy learning about forces in science. They investigated the difference 

between the weight and mass of different objects and created miniature parachutes to test the effects of air resistance. 

In English, the children have been reading the book ‘The Lost Thing’. They have written some brilliant diary entries and 

information texts which are now proudly displayed in the main entrance hall in school. In Geography, Year 5 have been 

learning about the Mediterranean and why it is such a popular place for tourists to visit. They created leaflets on Purple 

Mash to persuade people to go there on holiday. Miss Major, a science teacher from Horbury Academy, led a science 

workshop this half term. They created miniature rafts to help Moana get over the reef and tested them to see if they 

managed to stay afloat – they all managed to float on water! Year 5 had a brilliant trip to Little Deer Wood Activity Centre 

this half term; they took part in activities such as archery, bouldering and a low ropes course to develop their collabora-

tion and resilience. In September, Year 5’s first Geography topic will be ‘Mountains’; they will be learning about different 

mountain regions and learning about the features of mountains. In science, the first topic will be ‘Living things and their 

habitats’; the children will learn about the life cycles of mammals, amphibians, insects and birds. Sports Week this year 

was a fantastic success! The children were able to try out 10 different sports including skate-boarding, archery, tennis and 

cricket. Everyone had a brilliant time and we can’t wait for next year! 

Left: Y5 at Little Deer Wood 

Right: Y5’s science experiment 

Above: Y5 taking part in the sci-
ence workshop 
Below: Y5’s display 

The winner this  
half term is... 




