
Welcome back after a very long, hot summer break! 
I hope you all managed to enjoy the beautiful weather and get a well-deserved break somewhere
nice. It has certainly been an eventful start to September with a new Prime Minister and a new
Monarch in the space of just a couple of weeks, heralding the start of a new era for us all.  Here at
Middlestown Primary Academy we have a couple of new faces to introduce too with the addition of
Miss Chichangiri in Year 4 and Miss Kilbride in Year 1, welcome to the team and here's wishing you
every success.
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This summer we sadly lost our very dear friend and colleague Margaret Wright. 
Margaret has been a part of our school for many, many years and has been a stalwart of village life here
in Middlestown for as long as most people can remember, running Brownies, The Ladies Circle and
playing an integral role at St Luke’s Church as well as here at school listening to readers, as a Governor
and supporting all our fundraising activities over the years. Such a determined, positive and happy
force of nature who has touched the lives of so many people both young and old in our community.
We will miss the sound of her heels clicking down the corridors and her sunny smile, she will forever be
remembered with great love and affection. 

MARGARET WRIGHT



Towards the end of the summer term, the Governors attended the final Focus Visit of the year
to look at Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS). This is the new Phonics Reading Scheme that will
be introduced in September following the Governments directive that all schools should adopt
an official phonics scheme. 

Phonics is a method of teaching beginners to read and pronounce words by learning to
associate letters or letter groups with the sounds they represent.  Mr Andrews, (English Lead)
took us through the process of how the new scheme will dove tail with our previous practice
and allow parents to get involved and see their child’s progress using an app called
‘Boomreader’. 

We learned that Phonics is made up of 5 key elements 
PHONEME – the smallest single identifiable sound in a 
word for example, in the word cat there are three phonemes, c/a/t. 
GRAPHEME- the written representation of a sound. 
DIGRAPH- two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ in the word ‘shop’. TRIGRAPH-
three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/ in the word ‘night’.  
SPLIT DIGRAPH- two vowel letters split by one or more consonants. For example, /a-e/ in the
word ‘cake’.  

There was a lot to take in, but it was really interesting to understand a little of the process of
teaching a child to actually read! We also looked at the new books designed to focus on
fluency, decoding and expression, by reading and talking about the story and re-reading until
the child has really got to grips with the words. Mr Andrews talked about the importance of
reading at home with parents/family and how this can make such a difference to your child’s
reading and love of books. 

This was a really fascinating visit that took us all back to basics with thinking about learning to
read. There are lots of other reading initiatives being developed around school at the moment.  
It was great to see the new revamped library that now looks so inviting, like a magical forest of
adventure to inspire the children. There is also a great new vending machine in school that
dispenses Books!! Each week different children get the opportunity to use special tokens to
choose a new book from the vending machine for their own enjoyment. Outside a ‘reading
garden ‘area is being created to encourage children to sit down and read with their friends or
as part of an outdoor lesson. 
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Further info on the new scheme is available on the
school website. 
The next Governor Focus visit due this term will look at
the actual roll out of the new Phonics scheme to see
how it is working in practice in school. 



School held an open evening in September for parents and Governors to attend to learn about
how the new phonics scheme is now being rolled out across school.
Information was available about the reading app ‘Boomreader’ and how parents can access
and input information. Volunteer readers also use this app in school to allow full visibility and
pull all the records together. 
It was so good to see such a strong turnout from parents and it was a perfect opportunity for
Governors, most of whom are also parents, to refresh their training and awareness. 
The evening was hosted by Mr Andrews and was an extremely informative session. If you were
unable to attend, a paper or electronic copy of the presentation is available from the office. 
We are always looking for volunteers to help listen to readers in school as it is such a
fundamental building block for learning. A morning or just a couple of hours a week would be
wonderful and goes along way to supporting the children in their reading journey,
parents/grandparents/carers are all welcome!
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GOVERNOR VACANCIES 
Two of our team have moved on recently. Adam Gombocz has gained a new promotion at work and is
focusing on his new role and Julian Gallagher has moved house and his circumstances have changed.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank them both for their contributions, support and
commitment over the last few years and wish them well in their future endeavours.
Hence, we now have space to recruit two new Trust Governors to join the team. Being a Governor is a
fantastic opportunity that allows you to get involved and support school in achieving the best
possible experiences and outcomes for our children. If you are interested and would like to talk, please
feel free to speak to Mrs Young or the Chair of Governors (via the office), alternatively catch one of the
Governors in the playground. 
Application forms will be supplied on request by the office on admin@middlestown.accordmat.org.uk



Siân Pearson -
Vice Chair / Trust

Governor
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Philippa
Mackintosh - Trust

Governor

Steph Morley - 
Elected Parent Governor

Kath Turner -
Chair of Governors

Rachel Williamson -
Elected Parent Governor

Hannah Young 
- Head teacher

FOMS is the fundraising group within school
made up of parents, governors, staff and
‘friends’ of the school who are willing to come
and lend their support. Fund raising helps to
contribute towards class trips, whole school
pantomime, new playground equipment and
projects around school. The group organise
school summer/Christmas fayres, discos, quiz
nights, competitions and loads of other fun
stuff! 
If you would like to get involved or have any
great fund-raising ideas, please contact the
office who will put you in touch with the group.
Your ongoing support in donating prizes,
buying raffle tickets and attending our various
events is very much appreciated.
The next event is just around the corner on
Thursday 3rd November, the much-anticipated
Halloween Disco where the children dress up in
their scary outfits and enjoy lots of spooky fun
and games with their friends. Further details to
follow. 

If you would like to know more about us, you can
find us on the Governors page of the 

Middlestown Primary Academy website.


