
Middlestown Primary Academy: May 2022 

Summer 1 PE Days  

UF— Friday 

Year 1—  Monday and Wednesday 

Year 2— Thursday 

Year 3— Monday and Thursday 

Year 4— Monday (swimming) and Thursday 

Year 5— Monday and Tuesday 

Year 6— Tuesday 

 

Headteacher’s Welcome…  It has been a short half term but one full of activities.  First of all, I 

wanted to mention the children in Y6 and Y2 who have all worked so hard on their statutory assess-

ments.  You have shown dedication and determination as well as making us proud- well done!  It has 

been lovely to see classes venturing out on school trips.  The children represent the school so well 

when they are out and about on trips or at sporting events- again you make us so proud!  It was 

lovely to see so many of you at the Jubilee picnic and we hope you continued your celebrations dur-

ing the half term break.   We hope to see you this half term at the various sports days and fingers 

crossed we will have a summer fayre this year too.  Thank you for your continued support and I hope 

you had a lovely week off or at least enjoyed the two bank holidays. 

 Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better…  

Mrs Hunter 

When did you start at MPA?   

I started at MPA in September 2001 as a newly qualified teacher 
and my first class was Year 1. The Year 1 classroom used to be 
what is now the cookery suite.  

What do you do at MPA?   

I teach Year 2 alongside Mrs Young. I also lead Design and Technol-
ogy and Art.   

What is your favourite thing about your job?  

I think that we are very lucky at MPA because the children and staff 
are wonderful, and I love working with them. I really enjoy being 
creative in Art and DT with the children. We always have lots of fun.  

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?  

I enjoy going for walks with my family and our dog, Luca. I also love 
camping, reading and crochet.  

Favourite moment at Middlestown so far?  

This is tricky to answer because I have been here for so long and 
have lots of super memories. A few years ago, 
we had an activity day where parents were in-
vited into school to take part in different activi-
ties with the children. It was great seeing every-
one having a good time. I can't wait for the next 
one! It was also very special welcoming the chil-
dren back to school after the lockdowns.  

Favourite food? 

I love chocolate! 

Music Lessons— Year 3-6 

Would you like your child to learn a musi-

cal instrument? We still have spaces avail-

able in the following music lessons which 

take place in school hours: 

 Brass 

 Strings (violin or cello); 

 Woodwind 

If your child would be interested, please 

contact the office.  



   Year 2 The topic in Year 2 this half term has been ‘Katie and the Artists’ and the children have enjoyed reading the 

Katie story books by James Mayhew. They also created wanted poster to find help find the thief who stole a sculpture 

from The Hepworth. In History, the children learnt all about the life and work of Barbara Hepworth and found out about 

life in Wakefield in 1903. The children have worked incredibly hard towards their SATS. We are so proud of them! The 

topic for next half term will be ‘Secrets of the Sea’ and in History Year 1 will be learning all about Titanic, which is always a 

very popular topic. The children will learn about the events leading up to the disaster. They will also make comparisons 

between first and third class passengers. In English, we will be reading a variety of story based around the ocean, such as 

Dougal’s Deep Sea Diary. We also have a trip to the seaside planned.  

Year 1 This half term in Science, Year 1 have learnt all about plants! They have been on wild plant hunts, learnt about 

different garden plants and labelled the different parts of a plant. In English, Year 1 have read lots of different books in-

cluding Nessie and George and the Dragon where they have written descriptions of the characters and a fact file about 

the Loch Ness Monster! Year 1 loved learning about the exploits of Katie Morag and her Big Boy Cousins and enjoyed pre-

dicting some of the mischievous things they thought the cousins might get up to! In Geography, the children have en-

joyed learning all about the United Kingdom and the characteristics of the different countries within it. The children en-

joyed all the activities relating to the Queen’s Jubilee, they loved making silhouettes of the Queen’s head and decorating 

them with tissue paper. Next half term, the children will be carrying on learning about plants and will be walking to Cox-

ley Woods to learn about different trees and their local area. Miss Ackroyd and Mrs Sholi are very excited to take Year 1 

on a trip to The Deep!  

 Foundation Stage This half term, Foundation have been learning about habitats, plants and animals. They have 

focussed on the habitat of gardens and went on a minibeast hunt to find out which minibeasts live in the school garden. 

They then learned about the animals that live in the zoo and on farms and thought about how these animals were looked 

after. Foundation then learnt all about Dinosaurs by going on a dinosaur hunt and digging for fossils. They had a fabulous 

trip to Cannon Hall farm to see some real life farm animals and learn about how they are looked after. They have also been 

caring for their very own caterpillars and are hoping that very soon they will have some beautiful butterflies to set free on 

our school grounds. Next half term, Foundation will be learning about what lives in the sea, about seaside places and how 

they can travel to them and then finishing off the term with a mini topic on pirates. Foundation are going to be holding our 

annual Rainbow Day (more information to follow) and partaking in sports week and sports day. 

Foundation enjoying their day at Cannon 
Hall Farm Minibeasts hunt!  

Year 2’s work created around Barbara 

Hepworth. 



     Year 4 This half term, Year 4 have finished studying Rivers in Geography and have moved on to Rainforest. They 

thoroughly enjoyed using maps to locate the largest tropical rainforests, researching the wildlife that is found there, and 

brainstorming possible methods of reducing the rate of deforestation of these beloved rainforests. They used maps and 

the internet to locate famous rainforests including the Congo and Amazon, becoming particularly interested in the lives 

of the different tribes that live there. They have enjoyed studying the book Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald 

Dahl, using it as inspiration to write a character study, an advertisement and a playscript, really developing their creativi-

ty and imagination through writing. In SPaG, they practised using punctuation correctly to accompany speech, expanded 

noun phrases and fronted adverbials. They also had a go at writing some relative and subordinate clauses, using com-

mas to change the meaning of phrases. Year 4’s French has really been continuing to progress this half term. They can 

know hold a conversation in French, conveying not only their name, age, family members and pets, but also some hob-

bies they enjoy and those they would rather avoid! To celebrate Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee, Year 4 took part 

in a Dance Workshop where they danced to a number of famous pieces from throughout the Queen’s reign. Despite the 

high intensity of the workshop (including the sheer volume of steps to remember) Year 4 focused hard and produced a 

fantastic final performance. Additionally, this half-term paid host to the National Thank a Teacher Day; to honour their 

teachers, Year 4 wrote poems detailing the various things they are grateful to their teachers for and key memories that 

have inspired them. Each child wrote a poem about a different teacher, allowing for almost all the teachers and mem-

bers of teaching staff in the school to be presented with a personal, heart-felt poem of thanks. These were presented to 

staff members on Thank a Teacher Day (26th May). Eight members of Year 4 took part in a Dynamos Cricket Competition 

in Overton this half term. They worked hard in PE lessons to brush up their cricket skills and performed incredibly well 

on the day. Well done! Next half term, Year 4 will move on to a new topic: Our Local Area. This will involve investigation 

into the local area of Middlestown, developing map-reading skills and producing sketches of the local area showing pos-

sible future changes. They will be starting a new book, Way Home by Libby Hathorn, and using it to inspire their descrip-

tive and narrative writing. In English, they will continue practising using expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials and 

direct speech with inverted commas and correct punctuation. Additionally, Year 4 will be revising previously covered 

topics in Maths including fractions and decimals. They will also be undertaking their formal times tables assessment; we 

wish them all the best.  

Year 3 This half term, Year 3 have thoroughly enjoyed their Ancient Greek topic. They have discovered all about the 

Greek Gods and in English, they have read the myth about Pandora’s Box. The class completed some great pieces of 

writing from the story. In DT, the children have been designing, making and evaluating their own gift boxes. They investi-

gated different types of packaging and then creating their own personalised gift box. Year 3 had a fantastic time at Young 

Voices this half term. They were a real credit to Middlestown. Year 3 will move onto a new Geography topic, ‘South 

America’, and research what life is like in Brazil and will debate the pros and cons of holding the Olympics in Rio! In DT, 

we will be investigating pneumatics by creating our own moving creature! In English, we will begin to read our new story, 

Journey by Aaron Becker. 

Year 4 taking part in the dance workshop. 

National Thank a Teacher Day—On national Thank a Teacher Day, in a whole-

school celebratory assembly, Mrs Young surprised Mr Andrews with the news that 

he has been named as one of 80 Pearson National Teaching Award Silver Award 

winners across the country! This significant achievement is in the Outstanding New 

Teacher of the Year category for his outstanding commitment to changing the lives 

of the children he works with every day and we couldn’t be prouder! 



June 

Tues 14th    Y2 & Y3 Scarborough Trip 

Mon 20th—Fri 24th  Sports week 

Tues 28th    Y5 & Y6 Sports Day 

Weds 29th    Y4 Tropical World Trip 

July 

Mon 4th    Y5 Little Deer Wood 

    Y1 The Deep 

Tues 5th  Y5 & Y6 Reserve Sports Day 

Weds 6th  EYFS Sports Day 

 
  

The winner this half 

term is... Year 2! 

Year 6 This half term, the children have been completing lots of revision for their Maths and English SATs and working 

extremely hard. In English, they have created an Owner’s Guide on how to look after a Corgi or another dog of their choos-

ing and they have created a diary from the perspective of one of the Queen’s corgi’s! In art, the children have started to 

plan a self portrait in the style of Pablo Picasso and have created illustrations to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee. Several chil-

dren have taken part in their first triathlon – a brilliant effort from all of them! Next half term is packed with lots of different 

events: Year 6 will be preparing for their Leavers’ Show - The X-Factory, enjoying a meal out at Capri and taking on the 

teachers at rounders. A fun-filled last half term.  

Year 5 This half term, Year 5 have really enjoyed reading a new book in English called Holes by Louis Sachar. They 

have produced some super writing relating to the book, including diary entries, brochures and letters. They will con-

tinue reading this book as part of their English lessons next half term, too. In Science, Year 5 have been learning about 

Animals and Humans; they have learnt about the stages of human development and how people change from being 

babies to growing older. In History, the children have started learning about the Tudors and King Henry VIII. They have 

really enjoyed researching facts about Henry VIII and his six wives as well as learning all about the English Reformation 

and the impact Henry VIII had on the country. Year 5 have enjoyed dance lessons this half term as part of their PE. 

They have worked with dance coaches from Elite Dance Studios and have had a go at lots of different types of dance 

including tap, ballet and modern dance. One memorable lesson was when they became animals from the Lion King 

and danced to The Circle of Life! Year 5 were lucky to have another visit from Miss Major from Horbury Academy this 

half term. They took part in another STEAM day; the focus this time was on farming and agriculture. They had a visit 

from Ian’s Farm and were able to learn about lots of different animals as well as learn about the importance and agri-

culture of farming. Back in the classroom, they learnt about the process of growing crops and completed a plant dis-

section. Then, they looked at the importance of pollinators and had a go at making and using solar-panelled ovens to 

toast marshmallows. The children had a fantastic time and have loved working with Miss Major this year. For the final 

half term of Year 5, the children will be continuing to learn about the Tudors and Henry VIII in History. As part of their 

Geography work, Year 5 will be studying the European Region of Greece. In DT, the children will be tasting, designing 

and baking their own scones and in science they will be learning about forces; this will include lots of experiments to 

investigate gravity, air resistance, water resistance and friction. Year 5 will also be going on a class trip to Little Deer 

Wood activity centre on Monday 4th July. Here, the children will take part in team building exercises, canoeing, climb-

ing and bush craft.  

Year 5 loved their STEAM Day!  

Thurs 7th   Y2 Visit Horbury Library 

   Y3 & Y4 Sports Day 

   Summer Fayre 

Weds 13th   EYFS Reserve Sports Day 

Thurs 14th   Y3 & Y4 Reserve Sports Day 

Weds 20th  Y6 Leavers Meal 


