
Middlestown Primary Academy: July 2022 

Autumn 1 PE Days  

UF— Friday 

Year 1—  Tuesday and Wednesday 

Year 2— Thursday 

Year 3— Monday and Tuesday 

Year 4— Swimming on a Monday and PE  

       on Wednesday 

Year 5— Monday and Tuesday 

Year 6— Thursday 

Headteacher’s Welcome…  It has been so lovely to see so many of you at our numerous sports 

days, the summer fayre and special assemblies.  We were so lucky with the weather to fit in all the 

sports days on the planned days and to have family picnics as well.  We have some lovely pictures of 

parents racing against each other.  Thank you for joining in these races as I know how much it means 

to the children to see you compete.  Earlier in the week I shared with you the fantastic assessment 

results that were achieved by the children.  These were some of the best results this school has ever 

had and we are so proud of all the children for what they have achieved.  We look forward to next 

year where our focus will be a new Phonics scheme, using the GoRead app for (electronic reading 

records) and writing skills.  I hope you all have a fantastic summer break and I look forward to seeing 

you on Tuesday 6th September. 

 Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better… 

Miss Cooper 

When did you start at MPA?  

I started working with Accord in July 2019 and began working at 
MPA in the September. 

What do you do at MPA?   

I work in the school office as an admin assistant. From September, I 
will be working between Middlestown and Horbury Primary.  

What is your favourite thing about your job? 

I love everything! My job is so varied that no two days are ever the 
same! One minute I can be working seriously and the next minute I 
can be laughing with the children! 

What do you enjoy doing outside of school? 

I enjoy spending time with my family and friends. I love travelling 
and going on holiday too!  

Favourite moment at Middlestown so far? 

This is a hard one, I have so many great moments! 
My favourite moment of all was the day I was told 
I could stay at Middlestown! It really was the best 
moment ever, especially when I love my job so 
much! I also love that we are always laughing—
Mrs Young and I have been known to hide from 
Teasdale just to make her jump! 

Favourite food? 

 Definitely a roast dinner! I could eat them every 
day! I also love chocolate!  

Music Lessons— Year 3-6 

Would you like your child to learn a musi-

cal instrument? We still have spaces avail-

able in the following music lessons which 

take place in school hours: 

 Brass 

 Strings (violin or cello); 

 Woodwind 

If your child would be interested, please 

contact the office.  



   Year 2 Our topic for this half term has been ‘Secrets of the Sea’ and the children have absolutely loved learning all 

about Titanic. It is always a popular topic and the children have really embraced it. They learnt about the events leading 

up to the disaster, made comparisons between first and third class passengers and imagined what it would have been like 

to be a passenger. They also debated who they thought was most to blame for the disaster. For their homework, the chil-

dren created Titanic projects of their choice and presented these to the class. As always, they amazed us with their fabu-

lous work. Along with Year 3, the children had a wonderful time at Scarborough, where they made sandcastles, paddled in 

the sea and enjoyed eating chips and ice cream. In September, our topic is called ‘Welcome to Coxley’ and the children 

will be learning about habitats.  

Year 1 Year 1 have had a fantastic half term! They loved their Seasides from the Past topic and enjoyed learning all the 

seaside books they read related to this topic. A firm favourite was ‘Duffy’s Lucky Escape’ about a sea turtle who became ill 

after eating plastic in the ocean. Year 1 were able to talk and write about why it is important to clean up beaches and 

stop pollution from entering our oceans. In Maths, Year One learnt about arrays and directions, describing full, half and 

quarter turns.  In Science, the children finished off their ‘Plants’ topic by labelling trees and learning about the different 

types. Year 1 had a fantastic trip to ‘The Deep’ where they learnt about seaside habitats and got to view an array of differ-

ent fish. They loved the hammer head shark and the penguins! They also visited Coxley Woods, where they enjoyed pad-

dling in the stream, building bug houses and climbing up and over the logs. In Year 1 in September, the children will be 

learning all about their new topic, ‘Weather and the Seasons’. They will go on a seasons hunt and keep a weather diary. 

The children will be getting used to the new routines for Year One, settling into their new classroom.  

 Foundation Stage This half term our topic in EYFS has been ‘All aboard’. As part of this topic we have been learn-

ing about transport, the seaside, mermaids and pirates. We have enjoyed learning about different seaside places, features 

of the seaside, how we might travel to the seaside and then finished off our topic with learning all about pirates. It has 

been a very busy half term but Upper Foundation worked hard to get themselves Year 1 ready while some of our Lower 

Foundation children are preparing for full time school in September when they join Upper. The children loved sports week 

and sports day this half term. Rainbow day was a huge success and we raised a fantastic amount of money which is going 

towards enhancing areas of provision within the unit. In the Autumn term, we will start our topic - Marvellous Me! We will 

be learning all about ourselves and each other as well as finding out about where we live and what life was like for our par-

ents and grandparents. 

Year 1 loved their trip to The Deep! 

Year 1 visited Coxley Woods. 



     Year 4 This half-term, Year 4 have finished studying Rainforests and, both to enhance and recapitulate their learn-

ing, they went on a trip to Tropical World. Experiencing the climate of a rainforest first-hand, along with observing and 

classifying the animals found there, was something the children thoroughly enjoyed. In Maths, Year 4 completed their 

statutory Times Tables Assessment; this comprised of 25 times tables questions which the children were expected to an-

swer within a set time. The results of this were truly excellent, demonstrating fantastic progress made across the year. 

They have clearly worked incredibly hard and we at Middlestown Primary Academy are extremely proud of their achieve-

ments. Year 4 have enjoyed studying the book Way Home by Libby Hathorn and Gregory Rogers. Featuring current issues 

including poverty and homelessness, studying this book opened up insightful discussions where the children shared their 

opinions, listened to their peers and delved deep into what life as a homeless person might be like. As part of this study, 

the children wrote a narrative, participated in a debate and created some truly moving poetry. In July, Year 4 took part in 

the Spark’s Young Innovator Challenge organised by the National Coal Mining Museum. This involved designing a machine 

that uses renewable, clean energy; the designs were submitted and evaluated by a panel of five people. Year 4’s winners 

were Emerson Birch with his Exercise Generator, Molly Gant with her Robot Litter Picker and William Siddal with his Ki-

netic Energy Skateboard! Congratulations to these three, along with everyone else who took part! 

Year 3 This half term, Year 3 have thoroughly enjoyed reading ‘Journey’ by Aaron Becker. They produced some fantas-

tic writing. They also watched a video clip called ‘The Lighthouse’, they partnered with Year 2 to produce a fantastic Eng-

lish display. Year 3 also enjoyed their Geography topic, ‘South America’, they researched what life was like in Brazil and in 

Rio! They thoroughly enjoyed persuading people to visit Rio! In DT, the children have been designing, making and evalu-

ating their own gift boxes. They investigated different types of packaging and then creating their own personalised gift 

box. In Art, the children produced some fantastic work based around the artist, Jackson Pollock. They used his ‘flicking’ 

technique to produce some seasonal trees. Year 3 loved sports week and lots of the children are keen to play dragonball 

again! Well done to everyone for competing in the Sports Day races! It was a fantastic afternoon! 

Year loved their trip to Tropical World! 

Year 3 on their visit to Scarborough. 

School Council: 

Have you thought about being a School Council member? Do you think you would be a good representative 

for your class? When we are back into school in September, School Council elections will take place. Over 

Summer, you might want to think about why you would be a perfect candidate and why you deserve a place 

on Middlestown’s School Council! 



September 
  

Mon 5th        INSET DAY 
Tues 6th     Return to school to Autumn 1 Term 
Tues 20th     Activity Day 
 

October 
Tues 4th     UF—Y6 Flu Spray 
Mon 17th—Weds 19th   Y6 Bikeability  
Thurs 20th     Break up for half term 
Fri 21st     INSET DAY 

The winner this half 

term is... 

Year 4! 

Year 6 Year 6 have had a busy half term, continuing their topic on the Industrial Revolution and Coal Mining. They have 

used a range of sources in history to find out about the different jobs in the Victorian times and how terrible the conditions 

were – especially for children! In English, they have written descriptive narrative as if they were a chimney sweep, miner or 

factory worker. They have also been on different transition visits to their new high schools and completed transition work 

based around a theme park. Year 6 have also been busy preparing for their Leavers’ Show: The X-Factory. All of Year 6 

LOVED taking part in the recent sports festival where they got to try new sports and activities such as boxing, skateboarding 

and orienteering. Next half term will be a new school year with many fun and interesting lessons. The new Year 6 class will 

be learning about World War II and reading the book ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’. The first topic in Science is Electricity 

and of course they will continue with Maths and English lessons. There will be a variety of summer time activities put on 

Teams for the new Year 6 children to have a go at over the summer. 

Year 5 It has been a busy half term in Year 5. In English, the children have completed their work on the novel 

‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar and read a picture book called ‘The Lost Thing’ by Shaun Tan. In DT, the children have designed 

and made their own scones with some very creative results! Year 5 have undertaken lots of different experiments in 

Science when learning about forces; they have conducted experiments relating to friction, air resistance, water re-

sistance and gravity. Year 5 took part in a Mental Health and Wellbeing workshop with Wakefield Council in which they 

were trained to become Wellbeing Champions for the school! Working alongside the NCM, the children took part in a 

Young Inventors Challenge in which they were asked to design something innovative that uses renewable energy. Priz-

es were awarded to Sienna, Rosie and Olivia for coming first, second and third in the competition. The children had a 

fantastic time at Little Deer Wood this half term. They took part in climbing, bushcraft, outdoor cooking, canoeing and 

team building activities and had a fantastic time whilst doing so! All children took part in a Performing Arts Day at Hor-

bury Academy. They were able to take part in a variety of workshops including learning a Haka, Samba, African drum-

ming and drama. As well as this, Year 5 also took part in a Taster Day at Horbury Academy. They took part in lessons 

such as English, Science and PE. In Year 6, the children will be learning about World War 2 in History. They will learn 

about the Blitz, the causes of the war and other key events. In line with this, the children will be reading ‘The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas’ by John Boyne and they will be using this as a stimulus for their writing in English. They will write 

letters, character analyses, diaries and balanced arguments. In Science, Year 6 will be learning about electricity; they 

will create simple circuits and draw a scientific diagram of a circuit.  

 Year 5 enjoying the Summer 2 term! 


