
Middlestown Primary Academy: October 2022 

Autumn 2 PE Days  

UF— Friday 

Year 1—  Tuesday and Wednesday 

Year 2— Thursday 

Year 3— Monday and Thursday 

Year 4— Monday and Wednesday 

Year 5— Monday and Tuesday 

Year 6— Wednesday 

 

Headteacher’s Welcome…  The highlight of the half term has to be the Activity Day that took place 

this week.  It has been a few years since we have been able to run this event but we hope that it will now go 

back to an annual event.   The children love choosing the activities for their parents to join in with.  The staff 

love to see the faces of the parents when they realise that Rollerbikes has been selected!  A big well done for 

giving all the activities a go with such enthusiasm a big thank you to Mrs Hunter for all the organisation.  We 

have lots of exciting events planned during over the next half term with the build up to Christmas.  We will be 

inviting you into school for the Christmas performances and the fayre.  The children will have lots of things to 

take part in too including Christmas lunch, parties and a trip to the pantomime (Y1-Y6).   

I hope you all have a lovely break over half term. 

 Staff Profile: Get to know our staff better…  

When did you start at MPA?  

I recently started at MPA in September 2022. 

What do you do at MPA?   

I am the Year 1 class teacher. 

What is your favourite thing about your job? 

The children! They make me smile everyday. I love helping 
them to learn and achieve, which is why I became a teacher.  

What do you enjoy doing outside of school? 

Most of my time is spent with my 2 children and getting to-
gether with he rest of my family, as we all live relatively close 
to each other. My children keep me quite busy with clubs and 
attending events and shows. I also read as much as I can and 
enjoy drawing.  

Favourite moment at 
Middlestown so far? 

Getting to know everyone. The 
school has a real community 
feel, with great staff and won-
derful children. It is a fantastic 
place to be.  

Favourite food? 

Crisps are my favourite food! 

Fundraising 

Thanks to your generosity this half 

term we raised £115 on HelloYel-

low Day for the YoungMinds chari-

ty. 

 



   Year 2 The children have settled really well into Year 2 and have got used to the new ways of working which is a real 

change from Year 1.  We have read some lovely books that have helped us to be inspired to write.  The main theme of all 

the books has been friendship, kindness and linked to the topic ‘If you go down to the woods…’.  In Maths, the children 

have been learning about 2D shapes and have also been ordering numbers to 100 and starting to use 2 digit numbers to 

add and subtract.  In RE, the children have been thinking about special places and then linking it to the local church and 

why people go to church. In Science, they have been learning about habitats and the animals that live in woodland habi-

tats. In DT, they have designed and made their own dip and in Geography they have learnt all about the seven continents 

of the world. The children enjoyed a walk to Coxley Woods where they looked closely at the habitat to decide if it would 

make a good home for a hedgehog and badger. They found places where the animals could make their shelters and 

searched microhabitats to find food that a badger and hedgehog could eat. The children sang really well at the Harvest 

celebration, making the audience laugh with their disgust to eating sprouts.  Next half term, our topic is hot and cold plac-

es and in Geography the children will be learning about Antarctica, the Arctic and the deserts that are on the equator. This 

will link closely with their work in Science on world habitats and the animals that live there. Our books in English will be 

about animals that can be found in hot and cold places.  The children will also be bringing home their lines to learn for our 

Nativity.  

Year 1 This half term, Year 1 have been learning all about the seasons and weather. They learnt what the seasons are, 

what happens in each season and about different types of weather. They kept a weather diary and enjoyed measuring the 

temperature outside using a thermometer. In science, they learnt about the human body, naming different body parts, and 

testing their 5 senses. In English, Year 1 have been listening to different stories and using these to act out scenes, write 

setting descriptions and story narratives. In maths, they have been ordering, comparing and partitioning numbers, and 

learning about 2D shapes. In PE, Year 1 have enjoyed gymnastics, learning different types of balances, jumps and rolls, to 

create movement sequences. The children have settled into Year 1 amazingly, adjusting to the new routines and different 

ways of learning very quickly. They gave a fantastic Harvest Festival performance, reciting an acrostic poem, with some 

children stepping in at the last minute to read additional lines. Next half term, Year 1 will be learning about different ani-

mals and how to group them into mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and birds. In English, they will be looking at different 

traditional tales, using these to sequence stories, write letters and descriptions. In maths, they will be exploring addition 

and subtraction. They will also begin to rehearse their Christmas performance.  

 Foundation Stage Foundation have had a fantastic half term! They have settled in so well and learnt the routines 

and how to play in provision. Their topic was ‘Marvellous Me!’. They read some lovely texts linked to this topic, ‘What 

makes me a me?’ and ‘Starting School’. The children in Upper Foundation have made a great start to their phonics learning 

and now know many of the phase 2 sounds and are beginning to apply them in their writing. Lower Foundation have taken 

part in lots of lovely mark making activities and they enjoy telling adults and each other all about the marks they have 

made. In Maths, the children learnt about repeating patterns and numbers to three through lots of interactive activities in 

provision.  Foundation children loved learning about ‘Diwali’, they made and tasted coconut ladoos, drew Rangoli patterns 

and listened the to the story ‘The best Diwali ever’. They also role played having a Diwali party in the home corner with 

party accessories and clothes. During Black History Month, the children enjoyed learning about the composer Florence 

Price and listened to the music of Bob Marley. Next half term, Foundation will do a mini topic on Halloween and Bonfire 

Night. They will learn about Christmas and the Nativity story.  

Year 1 enjoying Maths. 



 Year 4 This half term, Year 4 have enjoyed reading the book, Beowulf. They have written a setting description, news-

paper report, diary entry and letter, based on the book and its characters. They especially enjoyed developing their ideas 

for writing, through drama. The children dressed up as King Hrothgar, Beowulf and warriors to understand their worries 

and thoughts. Year 4 have also enjoyed studying Sound in Science. The children completed multiple experiments to test 

their theories on the effects of length on pitch and the inner workings of the ear. Did you know, sound cannot travel in 

space? Year 4 have learnt all about Anglo-Saxons in History. They compared what life was like during Anglo-Saxon England, 

with what life is like in modern day England. They also discovered the impact of the Anglo-Saxons on our current language, 

religion, and trade. In PE, Year 4 have been playing tag rugby. They have practiced their passing, throwing, and travelling 

skills. Year 4 have shown brilliant sportsmanship during their lessons, by encouraging each other to run the daily mile and 

applauding when their opposing teams wins. Some of the pupils in Year 4 took part in a cross-country competition and 

were fantastic! Gracie received first place and made her whole class very proud. To celebrate Harvest this year, Year 4 

presented their Harvest haikus and artwork at the local church. The children read them aloud and intended for everyone 

to leave with a feeling of gratitude. Next term, Year 4 will be expanding their knowledge on the Anglo-Saxons and The Vi-

kings. In Science they will be learning about electricity and in Maths, they will be developing their multiplication and divi-

sion skills.  

Year 5 This half term, Year 5 have loved studying Mountains in Geography! They have learnt about the climate of 

mountains and discussed what they believe life living on a mountain might be like, focusing on the challenges and how 

they might be overcome. They incorporated this into their Samba practise, turning some of the facts they have learnt 

into rhythms! They are very excited about performing this for their parents in an assembly in November! To celebrate 

Harvest this year, Year 5 decided to compare past Harvest Festivals to how people celebrate today, suggesting reasons 

for the changes and writing it up as a formal text. During the service at the local church, they presented some of the 

artwork they had produced and discussed the differences between past and present festivals in the form of a drama. In 

Science, the children have been learning about the parts of a flower! They had great fun dissecting lilies to find the 

different features and discussed the role of each feature in reproduction. Some of the pupils from Year 5 took part in a 

cross country competition in September and performed amazingly well, William even managed to come in first place 

out of the Year 5 boys! What an achievement! In late November, Year 5 will perform a Samba assembly for the school 

and Year 5 parents! They are incredibly excited to show the result of the hard work they have put in to their Music 

lessons this year and the fantastic progress they have made. 

Year 3 This half term, Year 3 have been learning about the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. They have researched 

about what life was like in the Prehistoric ages. They have loved discovering how to make weapons and tools out of 

bronze. Alongside their Stone Age topic, Year 3 have read ‘Stone Age Boy’ and have written some fantastic pieces of 

writing relating to the book. Moreover, they have produced some prehistoric art using charcoal and have created their 

own cave wall art. Well done to the children who took part in the Cross Country Event at Horbury Primary. Overall, we 

came second out of six schools. Year 3 have enjoyed learning about Pablo Fanque, The Supremes and Lois Mailou Jones 

for Black History Month. They have enjoyed discovering lots of new facts about these famous figures and have produced 

some amazing work about them. Next half term, Year 3 will be consolidating their knowledge on the Iron Age and moving 

onto the Romans and how the Romans invaded Britain! In English, Year 3 will be reading ‘Escape from Pompeii’ as the 

story is set in the Roman period and is all about the great Mt Vesuvius. 

Year 4 experimenting in Science. 
Year 4 running the Daily 
Mile! 



October  
Mon 31st  Return to school for Autumn 2 Term 

  
 
November 
Thurs 3rd  `Halloween Disco  
Tues 8th  `LF Parents Evening (1:15pm-3:05pm) 
  `UF-Y6 Parents Evening (3:15pm-5:00pm) 
Weds 9th  `UF-Y6 Parents Evening (5:00pm-7:00pm) 
Fri 18th  `Children in Need 
Weds 30th  ̀Y5 SAMBA Assembly 
Fri 2nd  `Christmas Film Night 
 
December 
Tues 6th `UF Eureka Trip 
 

 Year 6 Where has this half term gone? We have been so busy getting back into the normal routine of school life that half 

term is here already. In English, Year 6 are reading the Boy in the Striped Pyjamas and have produced letters, diary entries 

and conversations between characters using this book as a stimulus. The children are enjoying learning about different 

events of WWII and have created timelines of some of the key events that took place between 1939 and 1945. Linked with 

this historical theme, in music, the children have been listening and learning songs from this era, songs such as ‘We’ll Meet 

Again’ and the ‘White Cliffs of Dover’. In Maths, the children are already showing brilliant progress with their arithmetic 

skills and in science, the have enjoyed investigating different circuits. Year 6 have so far participated in a cross country and 

rugby sporting festival, with a few first places in the races. We have successfully taken part in our first harvest festival since 

lockdown and the children have enjoyed inviting in their parents to watch their class assembly. Next half term, we will con-

tinue to learn about WWII and in art we will take our zentangle designs and turn them into prints. We also have the Christ-

mas pantomime to look forward to.  

Foundation have had a great half term! 

Year 5 dissecting Lilies. 

Year 2 in Coxley Woods! 

Year 5 during their SAMBA lesson. 

The winner this half 

term is... 

Year 3! 

Weds 7th  `Christmas Fayre 
Thurs 8th `Y1—Y6 Pantomime Trip 
Fri 9th   `Christmas Jumper Day 
Weds 14th  ̀Flu Mop up Session 
Fri 16th  `Break up from school 
 
January 
Mon 2nd `Bank Holiday (school closed) 
Tues 3rd  `Return to school for Spring 1 


